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Tuesday, 16 August 1994

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Strickland) took the Chair at 2.00 pm, and read prayers.

PETITION - MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS, $50 LEVY
Free Water Allowance Removal

MR BROWN (Morley) [2.02 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Wester Australia in Parliament assemnbled.
We, die undersigned people of Western Australia wish to express our opposition
to the unnecessary and unwarranted increases in government charges in die form
of the fifty dollar levy on motor vehicle registration and removal of the free water
allowance. We believe these increases place an unfair financial burden on
ordinary citizens.
We therefore call on the Government to:
a) abolish the fifty dollar levy on all vehicles;
b) reinstate the free water allowance of 150 kilolitres.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 2 816 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 90.]

PETITION - PUBLIC TRANSPORT, SOMERSET ESTATE, MORLEY-
KIARA

MR BROWN (Morley) [2.03 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned petitioners of Somerset Estate, Morley/Kiara wish to express
our urgent need for the provision of Public Transport in our area.
We request the Government to take immediate action to expedite the provision of
Transperth services within the Somerset Estate.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 401 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 9 1.]

PETITION - INTEGRATED STEEL MILL AND POWER STATION, EAST
ROCKINGHAM INDUSTRIAL PARK

MR M4. BARNETT (Rockingham) (2.04 pml: The foliowing petition was given to me
when the Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party visited Rockingham on the weekend to meet
2 000 of my constituents.



Mr CJ. Barn: Seven hundred!
Mr KL BARNETT: All right, 2 700! It relates to a petition I presented earlier in this
session of Parliament which contained nearly 6 000 signatures -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned residents of Rockingham, in support of Rockinghanm City
Council, do not accept the siting of the proposed Integrated Steel Mil and Power
Station in the East Rockingham Industrial Park (1P14) on the grounds of health
risks, noise, visual and atmospheric pollution, in such close proximity to the
existing major residential areas.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 6 152 signatures - making almost 12 000 signatures in total so far on
this issue - and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the Legislative
Assembly.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 92.1

PETITION - LIVER TRANSPLANT UNIT
MR MeGINTY (Fremantle) [2.06 pm]: I have a petition to present that is now
somewhat dated. However, because so many people put time into preparing it I will
present it to the House nonetheless -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned request that state funding be made available to initiate the
setting up of a liver transplant unit to enable liver transplants to be carried out in
Western Australia.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 3 800 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 93.]

MI1NISTERIAL STATEMENT - MINISTER FOR RESOURCES
DEVELOPMENT

Gas Contracts. Memorandum of Understanding
MR CJ. BARNETT (Cottesloe - Minister for Resources Development) [2.12 pm]:
Later today, a memorandum of understanding will be signed between the Western
Australian Government, the Stare Energy Commission of Western Australia, the joint
venture partners in the North West Shelf project and major gas customers - Alcoa of
Australia Limited, Hainersley Iron Pty Ltd and Robe River Mining Company Pty Ltd.
The effect of this memorandum will be to disaggregate the existing gas contract into five
separate contracts. This is a historic event in the economic development of Western
Australia and marks the tenth anniversary of the first gas to be processed through the
domestic gas plant on the Burrup Peninsula.
The original North West Shelf domestic gas contracts were signed in 1980 and
underpinned the development of the North West Shelf project and the Dampier to Perth
natural gas pipeline. Importantly, these contracts provided for natural gas to be available
in large volume for both industry and households throughout the south west of the state.
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They also underpinned the North West Shelf project and laid the basis for the subsequent
expansion into the liquified natural gas export phase.
The North West Shelf project has involved more than $12b in investment and stands
today as Australia's single largest export earner - an achievement which would not have
been possible without the vision and determination of those who negotiated the original
contracts. With the contracts now at the midpoint of the 20 year term, die opportunity to
restructure has arisen. The negotiations over contract disaggregation have been long and
complex, which is hardly surprising given the number of parties involved and the fact
that, at around $300mn a year, it is one of the largest gas contracts in the world.
For Western Australia, the consequences of disaggregation are immense. I both thank
and pay tribute to all parties for their willingness to press on with negotiations and to find
solutions under which the state arnd all parties could benefit.
First, instead of a single contract with SECWA, the NP will now have direct gas
contracts with Alcoa, Hamersicy Iron and Robe River Mining, as well as separate
contracts with the soon to be established gas and electricity utilities. Gas producers will
deal directly with gas customers, and the Government, through SEC WA, will be removed
from the role of "monopoly middle-man".
Secondly, the take-or-pay commitment of 393 terajoules per day for SECWA will be
halved to a total take-or-pay commitment of 200 TI/day to be shared between the gas and
electricity utilities. The accumulated gas inventory will be allocated 80 per cent to the
electricity utility and used in power generation prior to the completion of the Collie
power station.
Thirdly, there will be an immediate deregulation of the gas market for the Pilbara and for
the goldfields following the anticipated commitment for the Pilbara to goldfields gas
pipeline. Gas prices are expected to be reduced from around $4 a gigajoule to around $2
a gigajoule in the Pilbara.
For industry in the south west, any new project using in excess of 1 000 TI a year will
also have a free market. All of the above reforms will take effect from I January 1995.
An aggressive timetable has also been put in place to extend deregulation to other
industrial customers in the south west, with a free market for all customers using in
excess of 1 000 TI/year from January 1996, and for all customers using in excess of
500 TI/year from January 1997.
These reforms will be the catalyst to the development of the gas industry and to the
further processing of our vast mineral and other natural resources. The "glittering prize"
of gas market deregulation has already been endorsed by announcements in the past two
weeks of Alcoa's $600m expansion of the Wagerup alumina refinery and BHP's plans
for a $750m hot-briquetted iron plant in the Pilbara.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT - MINISTER FOR POLICE
Bouncers Legislation, Controlled Activities Act Implementation

MR WIJESE (Wagin - Minister for Police) [2.16 pm]: Last week the Opposition
accused die Government of inaction on the issue of legislation to control hotel and
nightclub bouncers. I believe it is time Opposition members were shown up as the
hypocrites they are. The Opposition's record in government of mismanagement,
ineptitude and inaction on this issue is appalling.
T7he Police Department has advised me that the former government's meddling on this
issue goes back as far as September 1986 when the former member for Helena, who was
Minister for Police at that time, took to Cabinet a submission for the licensing of inquiry
agents and investigators within the Security Agents Act 1976 and the subsequent repeal
of the Inquiry Agents Licensing Act 1954. The Police Department claims that this was
approved in October 1986 with certain provisos.
The ineptitude spread across a number of former Ministers, including the now Leader of
the Opposition who, in April 1988, made a further submission addressing these provisos,
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and gained approval in March 1988 for the introduction of the Security Agents
Amendment Bill. Before this, in February 1988, the then Minister for Police submitted
amendments to provide for the licensing of crowd control officers or bouncers. The
Security Agents Bill was withdrawn after its introduction by the now Leader of the
Opposition because die then government had not done its job properly - there were howls
of protest from members of the security industry because ic did not have the opportunity
to consider t changes. Belatedly, a task force was formed to reconsider the ill-
conceived Bill - including the issue of bouncers or crowd control agents - and to make
recommendations. That joint task force accomplished little apart from producing a
discussion paper in February 1991, three years after the task force was put in place.
The main unresolved issue at the end of that time was whether crowd control officers
employed directly by licensees of howels should be licensed. The members in this House
should ask themselves: Were these attempts that I have outlined the actions of a
competent government that was determined to get legislative control and licensing of the
industry? The answer is quite clearly no.
The former government bumbled with this issue for six years and produced nothing to
this Parliament over that period. Its members have the audacity to criticise this
Government which in just 18 months has completely revisited the issue and is only weeks
away from taking a proposal to Cabinet. The previous inister for Police claims
legislation was completed in 1992 but nobody, including the Police Department, can find
any record of it. Perhaps he had the only copy and took it with him when he left office.
The member for Balcatta claims that dramatic changes are not needed. The reality is that
implementation of a controlled activities Act will involve repealing of the Inquiry Agents
Licensing Act and the Security Agents Act and will include the licensing of bouncers in
one piece of legislation. The member also claims to have prepared a Bill. Is this the one
that was six and a half years in the making or the one that no-one can find? It is a
disgrace that on their record they can use this issue for a cheap political stunt.
The reality is that the Opposition should be condemned by this House for its inaction on
this issue over six and a half years and the Government should be congratulated for
coming to grips with it so quickly.
Several members inteijected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for Cockburn knows he should not
interject when I am on my feet. I draw to the attention of Ministers that the time allowed
for brief ministerial statements is three minutes. It has been the practice of the House to
allow a little flexibility with that. However, three minutes is ample, and I think there is a
duty on Ministers to make sure that they keep very close to that three minutes or they will
have to curtail their statements.

[Questions without notice taken.]

MATTER OF PUBLIC INTEREST - LAW AND ORDER, ELECTION
PROMISES

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Strickland): Today, I received a letter from the Leader
of the Opposition seekting to debate as a matter of public interest law and order and the
Government's failure to fulfil election promises.
If sufficient members agree to this motion, I will allow it.
[At least five members rose in their places.]
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: In accordance with the Sessional Order, half an hour will be
allocated to each side of dhe House, and three minutes to the Independent member, if she
seeks the call, for the purpose of this debate.
MR TAYLOR (Kalgoorlie - Leader of dhe Opposition) [2.52 pm]: I move -

That this House condemns the Government for its mishandling of law and order
issues and its failure to fulfil its law and order promises made at the last election.
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The first matter I will bring to the attention of the House is not necessarily related to the
extraordinary incompetence shown by the National Parry over the last few days, nor chat
the National Party finds itself very much a minority partner of the Government. For all
his huffing and puffing months ago, the Deputy Premier has fallen into a heap of chicken
feathers. The critical issue is not just the issue of police numbers or how the situation
was handled. it is the entire mismanagement of the Police portfolio by the Minister for
Police.
Last year. despite recommendations from an independent panel, and the Commissioner of
Police, the Cabinet - including the Deputy Premier - for whatever reasons, decided not to
appoint Mr Ayton as Deputy Commissioner of Police. Some Cabinet Ministers hoped
that when the new Commissioner of Police was appointed. the Minister for Police would
fall into line with their wishes regarding who should be the Deputy Commissioner of
Police. However, we find that the Commissioner of Police is of the same view as the
previous commissioner and that of the Minister for Police on this issue. A couple of
weeks ago a recommendation was made to the Minister, and by the Minister to the
Cabinet, to appoint MrT Ayton as Deputy Commissioner of Police. The decision was
made by the commissioner and endorsed by the Minister. However, the Minister for
Police does not have the faith and backing that he should rightly receive from his
parliamentary colleagues, in particular his Cabinet colleagues, because he has taken a
recommendation to Cabinet and, once again, has been told to go away, sit on it and think
about it, and that it is not acceptable at this stage.
The recommendation should be acceptable because if two commissioners, and on two
different occasions the same Minister, have the same view on who should be the Deputy
Commissioner of Police, surely that message should not be ignored. Mr Ayton is the best
person for the job but the question is: Why is he not acceptable to the Government and
the Ministry? Why is it that some members of this Government find him unacceptable to
be appointed as Deputy Commissioner of Police in this state? That is a critical issue for
the future of the Police Force because, as pointed out last week, the issues relating to
crime in this state are not car theft or house breaking and entering but issues that go much
deeper. In order to fight the issues we need at the top of. the Police Faorce a team of
people who are competent, who will get on with each other, and get on with the job-
Mr Court: What do you think of the new Commissioner of Police?
Mr TAYLOR: I met him for an hour and a half; he is quite good.
Mr Cowl: Why did you bag him before he got the job?
Mr TAYLOR: What do you think of the new commissioner?
Mr Court: He is a good operator.
Mr TAYLOR: Why does the Government not cake his advice? His advice is that Mr
Ayton should be his deputy.
Mr Court: Row do you know?
Mr TAYLOR: Let the Premier deny it! Has the Premier considered the matter already?
The Premier met the Commissioner of Police last week. Is the Premier telling me now
that he did not consider the issue?
Mr Court: I will get to my feet later and tell you.
Mr TAYLOR: Of course the issue was raised, and the Premier is not happy with the
response he received; that is, the commissioner is standing on his digs. He has made it
clear to the Premier and his Cabinet colleagues, who refused to accept Mr Ayxon, that Mr
Ayton is the person he needs to back him up and to sont out the issues.
Mr Minson: That is not true. I am a member of Cabinet, and I am not aware of that.
Several members interjected.
Mr TAYLOR: I am nor saying that the Minister has been approached. The Minister
should not try to put words in my mouth. The Premier met the commissioner last week,
and they would have discussed this issue.
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Mr Minson: I have never met tie commissioner.
Mr TAYLOR: is the Minister for the Environment telling me that Cabinet has not
discussed the appointment of the Deputy Commissioner of Police? Of course it is true.
Cabinet has told the Minister to go back, despite the fact that the commissioner has made
the case -

Mr Minson: The Commissioner of Police has never conveyed to me who he wants as
deputy.
Mr Catania: Has the Minister for Police?
Mr Minson: That is none of your business.
Mr TAYLOR: The Minister for the Environment can come into the debate at any time. I
appreciate his support on this issue. The other concern for the Police Force is that having
gone to an election promising that the coalition will -
Mr Court: More jobs, better management!
Mr TAYLOR: What happened to better management? The promise was that the
coalition Government would increase police numbers in the first term in government by
800 over and above resignations and retirements. It was stated that the coalition
Government - the National Party and the Liberal Party - would increase police personnel
by 800 officers in their first term. Earlier this week when the Minister for Police told the
truth, the Premier responded by saying that it is in the forward estimates. Obviously, the
Premier was not aware of what is in the forward estimates. It is a bit like reading the
wrong speech. The forward estimates contain no comment about the recruitment of the
additional police officers. The figures provided for an increase over a couple of years of
$17m, from $277m to $294m. In 1988-89 the Labor Government recruited 330 extra
police officers, which represented a Budget increase of $39m. In the next year we
recruited a further 168 from an increase of $22m in the Budget. If he wants to talk about
records, the Premier should look at ours. When we camne into government in 1982 there
were 2 638 police officers and when we left there were 4 078, an increase of about 1 400.
I will also deal with the Premier's promises. In the space of a couple of days after the
Minister for Police saying that it was a simplistic problem and it could not be met, the
Premier thought, "We are in trouble; the Minister for Police told the truth; we have a by-
election and we had better get out of this one. I will ring the West late on a Sunday night
to try to slip out of die noose." In this case he has not been able to do so. From an
election promise to provide an additional 800 police officers, having been cornered by
the Press today, the Premier now says that he will provide 500, with 300 civilians which
will total the promised 800. Tle fact is the Premier promised 800 extra police officers.
In terms of the civilianisation process - if it can be called that - the police are concerned
that not only the people sitting behind desks but also those in the water police, the air
wing, the liquor and gaming section, police prosecutors, officers in detention centres, the
mounted police and the police and citizen youth clubs will be targeted for replacement by
civilians, pretend police officers without the full power and responsibility of real police
officers.
Another interesting aspect is that even with that process, it is not cheaper. The best
option is to recruit 800 real police officers, not the 39 extras that have been recruited
within the past 18 months. Day by day the figure is getting closer to zero. Does the
Premier know how many training officers are working within the police academy at the
moment?
Mr Court: I can tell you exactly how many people they will be able to get through in the
next couple of years.
Mr TAYLOR: Only 11I staff members are trying to cope with the training needs of one
course of 31 recruits which will graduate in November 1994, another 24 recrits
graduating in December 1994 and a further 24 recruits graduating in January 1995. As
well, the natural attrition of between 10 and 12 officers a month must be replaced. Those
11I people are trying to cope with that demand on their services.
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Dr Gallop: Not even Jeff Kennett's case mix could deal with that one.
Mr TAYLOR: I agree. There are only 10 rooms for training at the academy.
I find it extraordinary that the Premier met the commissioner last week, when he is said
to have given a commitment of an additional 800 recruits, yet the Minister for Police was
not there. The Premier did not bother to pass on to the Minister for Police the advice he
had given to the commissioner.
Mr Court: Are you saying that the Premier cannot meet the Police Commissioner?
Mr TAYLOR: I have no problem with that. However, I am astonished that, knowing full
webl the concern of the Minister for Police because no money is in the Budget to put on
the extr officers, nothing was said to him. The Premier knew the concern expressed
publicly by the Minister for Police and yet the Premier chose not to tell him this
information. If the Premier expects us to believe that, he must also expect us to believe
there are fairies at the bottom of the garden! The Premier is making policy on the run.
He has been caught out. It is not the first time. The only difference this time is that it
happened at a National Party conference at which the Minister for Police said that he had
been let down by this Premier. In June the Premier said that he was moving towards the
target of 800 extra police officers; however, also in June, the Premier said that whether
the target would be met remained to be seen. A newspaper article said -

Asked about the target of 800, Mr Wiese said: "1 have no illusions, it is going to
be very difficult to achieve. .. but I have not written it off."

In May 1994 the Minister for Police said, "It would be insane to increase the force at a
time when the police do not have enough resources to do the job." In May he described
the proposal for the extra police officers and the possibility of getting them as insane. It
is not as though it came out of the blue. The Minister has been harping on it for a while.
The only difference now is, as I said before, it came out of a National Party conference
and prior to a by-election. AUl of sudden the Premier thought, "Good Gad, what will
those people in Helena think now that we are not going to take on those 800 extra police
officers?" That is the problem the Premier must deal with. The critical issue is not only
police numbers but whether the commissioner will see his recommendation about his
deputy fulfilled.
One after another these Cabinet Ministers, who are well aware of what is going on, are
not too interested in discussing it publicly. They also feel - a couple of members do not -
a general sense of grave embarrassment about how the issue has been handled, both last
year and this year. They know full well that the recommendation of the Minister for
Police and the Commissioner of Police is one that somehow or other the Minister will
have to wrestle through Cabinet Whether the Minister has the necessary backing to do
that is another marten. That has yet to be seen. The sad fact about the Minister is that the
National Party has made its position clear. National Party members will cave in, day
after day, when told by the Premier or any of the lackeys in his office, "You had better
shut up, you had better keep quiet." There is no room in the coalition for the ex-
heavyweight of the National Party, the member for Merredin.
Mr Cowan: I do not know whether I like the "ex" bit.
Mr TAYLOR: The word "ex" was put in deliberately. There is also no room for some of
his ministerial colleagues on some of these issues. The Premier said, 'They had better
shut up and step into line with Liberal Party policies because in the marketplace people
are not interested in hearing about what the National Parry thinks is necessary." The only
problem the Deputy Premier has is that when he goes to his party conference the people
who are from the bush say, "It is about time you stood up for us; it is about time we heard
from the National Party. We axe the ones who are copping it in relation to police
numbers, health and education; we are the ones who are bearing the brunt of this
obnoxious Government's Policies." This is the National Party.
So the Deputy Premier spoke out at the weekend, then trotted off to Perth, shut up and
kept quiet He was told he should not say any more. 7Tat is what has happened, day
after day. The fact is that on this issue the Government will be counted in the sense that
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it will not be possible for it to deliver the 800 extra police officers that the Premier
promised back in early 1993. That was an unequivocal commitment the Premier will not
deliver.
Mr Court: Why don't you get your members to come back in again?
Mr TAYLOR: That is fine. I am sure they have important things to occupy their minds.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr TAYLOR: On this issue the Government day by day has performed somersaults,
backwards and forwards, in order to find its way through this mess that started in early
1994 with the comments by the Minister for Police. It came to a head purely because this
Premier was caught out when there happened to be a by-election in Helena and he knew
he had better try to sort it out. Rather than sort it out he made a bigger and bigger mess,
until slowly today we are closer to the truth of the commitment; that is, that we will have
no chance of 800 extra police officers and the most we can expect is 500. In the
meantime those police officers in all the various wings of the Police Force do not know
whether they will have a job or not. We do not know whether we Will have civilians
behind counters. Western Australians under this Government will be looking to the day
when they walk into a police station and will not meet a police officer but a civilian, who
will cake down the derails and say, "I will pass it on." That is the best the Premier will
do, because be is not prepared to put on extra police officers. He should be rightly
criticised on this issue because it has been an absolute and utter fraud on the public of
Western Australia.
MR COURT (Nedlands - Premier) (3.13 pm]: One thing this Government does not
mind being judged on is its performance. The Leader of the Opposition has the nerve to
talk about the record of this Government in law and order. Let us examine the way the
Opposition left the Police Force in this state. It left it in an absolutely awful position,
where the Police Force was run down and under-resourced.
Mr Taylor: It never had more money available to it than when we were in government.
Mr COURT: When one looks at the recommendations that came through the McCarrey
report one can see what sort of Police Force we were left with. What the Opposition did
was an absolute disgrace. Let us talk a little about credibility.
Mr Taylor interjected.
Mr COURT: I am having my few wards. The Leader of the Opposition has been
running around saying, 'We made a commitment of 1 000 police. We did not meet it in
three years but we met it in four years." It is about time we had a look at the facts,
because it turns out that the 1 000 police officers happened to be 227 police officers
short.
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr COURT: As the Opposition was 227 police officers short and only three weeks out
from an election, the then Premier Lawrence made an announcement that, "We will bring
in an initiative that has 100 extra police, 70 extra civilians and 57 police officers to be
fired from the central law courts." That was the commitment.
Several members interjected.
Mr COURT: Let the Leader of the Opposition get his facts right. Let him not get up in
this Parliament or go out from it saying that the previous government Created an extra
1000 police officers.
Mr Taylor: You art, going backwards.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr COURT: The Leader of the Opposition has misled the public by saying, "We have
another 1 000 police officers."
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Mr Taylor: Far from it.
Mr COURT: The 70 civilians did not free up any police and none of the officers was
fired up as the Opposition said they would be from the lockups in the central law courts.
Before the Leader of the Opposition piously goes out and talks about his Government
delivering its promise of 1 000 police officers, not in three years but in four years, he
should acknowledge it happened to be 227 police officers short. I hope the Opposition
will start addressing the facts.
My other comment about the Leader of the Opposition is that as far back as 1989 he
admitted defeat. In this Parliament he made it very clear that the then Government would
not be able to provide the funds to resource the police properly. I hope I have made the
point that the Opposition has been running around this town saying, "We reached our
target." It can pass judgment on us when we have finished our first term in government.
The Opposition had its 10 years. and now it is in opposition it is still prepared to mislead
in this Parliament. We have an objective on police numbers that we have spelled out
quite clearly, and we will achieve it. It is niot the only area, however, that we will
concentrate on in law and order. A number of other issues will be outlined by other
members. I wish the Leader of the Opposition would tell the facts when he starts quoting
numbers in this place. He knows only too well that as a government the Opposition was
soft on crime and it has opposed every initiative we have put forward. Let us talk about
the new police commissioner. The Leader of the Opposition could not come into this
Parliament quickly enough to say, "You are going to appoint a police commissioner from
outside this state, ftrm the Victorian Police Force that has an awful reputation of running
around shooting people."
Mr Taylor: I never said that at all, Premier.
Mr COURT: He could not come into this Parliament quick enough to discredit this
appointment.
Mr Taylor: That is a lie, and you know it. I never said that at all.

Withdrawal of Remark
Mr COURT: I ask that that comment be withdrawn.
Mr TAYLOR: The Premier does not like the truth too much. I withdraw it.

Debate Reswnmed
Mr COURT: The Leader of the Opposition knows that he could not get in here quickly
enough to criticise that appointment. I am glad he has the decency to say that it is a good
appointment
Mr Taylor: I never made that remark.
Mr COURT: So it is not a good appointment!
MR WIVESE (Wagin - Minister for Police) [3.18 pm]: This motion is a total and
absolute joke. The Opposition is trying to put a proposition to the public of Western
Australia that one and a half years into its term this Government has not met its
commitment to the people. What a complete joke with two and a half years to go. The
Opposition is attempting to mount a campaign aimed wholly and solely at two things -
the Helena by-election, and to be critical of this Government for not achieving a target
two and a half years before -

Several members inteiJected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Members, as we have said so often in this place,
inteijections add to the debate, particularly a debate similar to the one we are having this
afternoon. However, the member on his feet has an absolute right to be heard, and when
inteijections just keep going on and that person is not answering those inteijections, it is
fairly clear that he wants to make his point He has a right to do that. I remind members
that there must be better order in this place.
Mr WIESE: The Government will stand on its record. I have no doubt that by the end of
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its four year term the Government will have achieved what it set out in the policy
document it put before the people of Western Australia.
Dr Gallop: During question time you said you would get close - one hour later and you
have another position. You have more positions than the Kaniasutral
Mr WIESE: I told the House at question time that we will achieve those numbers, and I
have absolutely no doubt that we will achieve those numbers before the end of this
Government's term, that is; two and a half years down the line. Members opposite are
saying that at this stage we have not achieved our target. That makes an absolute joke of
members opposite, as do their actions on this matter during their term of government.
The previous Labor government promised an extra 1 000 police officers would be
recruited during its term. It was 227 short and in December 1992. in a last ditch effort,
just before the last election, it made a commitment to the public of Western Australia.
Mrs Hallahan interjected.
Mr WIESE: The previous Labor government had no chance of keeping that commitment
because it had not taken a proposition to its Cabinet.
Mr Catania interjected.
Mr WIESE: The reality is that in March 1993, Cabinet approved the funding which I
sought for 100 police officers and 70 civilians. Those police officers and civilians are
now on the streets of this state. This year I took the proposal to Cabinet, along with all
the Budget matter, that 100 civilians be employed. That again has been accepted and
those civilian personnel will be in place at the end of this financial year. That will result
in civilians being employed in positions that are currently occupied by police officers
who have a substantial amount of police background experience but are doing clerical
and administrative work for which they are untrained and which costs a substantial
amount of money. Those officers will be taken out of the police stations and put back
onto the streets where they will be able to do policing. We will achieve that in this term
of government.
Mr Taylor: When?
Mr WIESE: By the end of this financial year. It must be understood by this Opposition
that every civilian whom I can get into a police station will release onto the streets of this
stat a fully rained police officer. Those police officers are rained in police work and
the civilians are trained to do the administrative work which is currently done by police
officers. That makes good commonsense in anybody's language. In the coming two and
a half years this Government will carry out its platform promise to utilise in police work
the rest of those trined police officers.
Without referring to the area of justice I will outline some of the other achievements in
the police area, although an enormous range of matters have been attended to in the
justice area. I have spoken about the police officers and public servants we have put in
theme. This Government has substantially expanded the Ombudsman's power and
resources to oversee the investigation of complaints against police. That is again
something that the previous government did not, or could not, put in place. The
Ombudsman can now oversee every complaint against police from when the complaint is
first lodged. Halfway through the process of complaints which deal with serious matters,
he can take an overseeing role, examine the progress of the investigation and give the
police advice about whether they should change the tack of their investigation or look
further into the matter.
The McCaney report highlighted the enormous inadequacies of police resources and
facilities. As Minister for Police in this Government I have been able to take
propositions to Cabinet which are already greatly increasing, and will increase, police
resources in the commiunity. In the last five years of the Labor government's term, 73
per cent of Police Department funding was devoted to salaries and 27 per cent was
devoted to resources. By the end of its term only 17 per cent of the total police budget
was available for resources and for the ongoing running of the Police Department. It
slashed the ability of the Police Department to perform its job.
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Mr Taylor interjected.
Mr WIIESE: I have already started changing that and will see that that change continues.
This year we have increased the Police budget by $26mn. More than $15m of that will be
devoted to capital resources and to upgrading police stations and facilities of the
department. The balance of that money will be devoted to giving the Police Department
the day-to-day running resources it needs. Included in that is $4.5m allocated to recrit
the extra 100 civilians.
Prior to this year's Budget an extra $2.5mn was made available following the release of
the Andersen report to provide the police with some desperately needed equipment and to
carry out some of the minor repairs that were required.
Dr Gallop: Will police and citizens be cut? Will any staff be shifted out of there?
Mr WIESE: That is the nonsense the mob opposite has been peddling around the
countryside; it is totally incorrect. We have made a commitment to allocate funds
amounting to $52m. over the next three years to provide better equipment and to upgrade
metropolitan and country police stations. We have also recrited a new Commissioner of
Police. We have done a great deal cowards assisting the Police Department and
increasing police resources, which were totally neglected over the last five years of the
previous government's term. The summary offences Bill and the controlled activities
Bill are about to be submitted to Cabinet. The road traffic amendments -

Mr Taylor: Are about to be put to Cabinet?
Mr WIESE: No; they are not.
Mir Taylor: You have been sitting on your hands doing nothing about it.
Mr WIESE: After hearing of the previous Labor government's handling of the controlled
activities Bill, I do not know how the Leader of the Opposition can make that sort of
comment. In six and a half years he achieved absolutely nothing.
Mr Taylor: You do not like the idea of bringing legislation to Parliament.
Mr WIESE: The reality is that this Government has a good record which will continue. I
have no hesitation in saying that by the end of this Government's term - not after one and
a half years into its term - we will have achieved the policy commitments and the
platform on which the coalition went to the public of Western Australia.
MR CATANIA (Balcatta) [3.30 pm]: In the short time available, I do not want to stand
here and compare what we did as a government with what this Government is not doing.
This is a matter of relaying the truth and being honest with the public. The Premier
stated unequivocally on a radio program before the last election that police numbers
would increase by 800 in this Government's first term. In fact, it was stated twice.
Perhaps the problem is this: The Minister for Police, accustomed to country speed, adds
up all the legs and divides them by two. He is used to that sor of accounting and that is
what he is doing when he states that numbers will be increased to 800 when the number
will only be 500. We are heading towards a semiprofessional police force in Western
Australia where civilians will be employed in the air wing, in community policing, and in
liquor and gaming. The Government is taking people away from crosswalks now, and
the Minister for Police stated that he wants the P & C associations to pay -

Mr Wiese: They have been civilians for as long as anyone can remember.
Mr CATANIA: The Governiment wants to-take them out of the budget completely and
wants the P & C associations to pay for it.
Mr Wiese: That is a nonisense.
Mr CATANIA: In addition, what will the Government do with community policing and
the mounted police?
Mr Wiese intejected.
Mr CATANIA: Let me continue. The Minister stated that even if 500, rather than the
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promised 800 were adopted, the academy would have no problem in handling these
people. Today he has I11 staff, and 79 people likely to go through the academy over the
next six months. Theme are thre courses with three sections, and they overlap. The
Minister said that the academy, with 10 rooms available for training, is full now with 79
recruits or trainees but can handle the 260 a year that he wants.
Mr Wiese: Does the member know the greatest number of recruits that was put through
the academy? It was 333?
Mr CATANIA: How many personnel? What were the numbers?
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr CATANIA: Can the inister be honest? He is telling little white lies to the public.
The Minister stated this and has often cried in this House and outside that lack of
resources in the police force is due to lack of funds. Am I right?

Mr Wiese: Absolutely.
Mr CATANIA: This morning the Minister stated that it was chickenfeed to provide the
extra funds. Ain I right?
Mr Wiese: The cost of training recruits for six months at the beginning of next year is a
little over $lm. Will the member look at his own Cabinet submission to see what was
required to put recruits through the academy in six months?
Mr CATANLA: Count the legs and divide them by half.
Mr Wiese: That was in the member's own Cabinet submission.
Mr CATANIA: The Minister stated this morning that it was chickenfeed to provide the
funds. The Minister has stated outside and in here on many occasions that the funds are
not available for the police force. Now because it is convenient, because of the by-
election, the Minister states that funds are now available. The people of Helena should
come out and vote and make sure that the lies - because the Minister is telling lies -
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr CATANIA: The Minister is telling lies.

Withdrawal of Remark

The DEPUTIY SPEAKER: I ask the member to withdraw the last comment relating to
lies.
Mr CATANIA: I withdraw that, but this Premier -

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I ask the member to withdraw the last comment.
Mr CATANIA: I withdraw it.

Debate Resumed

Mr CATANIA: This Premier and this Minister are conning the people of Western
Ausiralia. They put up a shingle of law and order every time there is an election. They
know the most important issue in this state is people's security. When there is an
election &r a by-election, they hang out this little shingle of law and order. The
Government quoted figures in its policies before the last election. It stated motor vehicle
thefts had increased by 257 per cent when the previous Labor government was in power.
Let me tell the Minister that it has risen further since his Government has been in power.
Breaking and entering offences increased by 183 per cent when the Labor government
was in power. I can tell the Minister that it is now the highest in Australia. Serious
assaults have increased by 349 per cent. The situation has worsened in Western Austalia
since this Government camte to power. What is the Minister doing about it? Chances are
that something could have been done about it by providing 800 police officers. The
Minister is telling the public before 10 September that his Government is putting up the
shingle before the by-election, and that these officers will be put on the streets. After that
the Government will pull that shingle down. The Government is conning the people of
Helena and these people should vote the right way at the polling booth, to let

3512 [ASSEMBLY]



[Tuesday, 16 August 1994] 51

Government members know that it does not work Let me state what this Government
has done for Helena and compare it with what the Government promised Fremantle
before the by-election there.
Mr Wiese- The previous member for Helena did absolutely nothing while he was
Miistr
Mr CATANIA: The Minister stated that $500 000 would be spent on the police station at
Fremantle in die last Budget. Nothing was spent. it is back in the Budget this year at
$650 000. The people of Helena should be very careful.
Mr Wiese: I wish it were only $650 000.
Mr CATANIA: The Minister promised Forrestfleld a police station at $750 000. I am
stating that that will not be provided. It will be in the budget again for next year. In
Helena, burglaries have increased by 50 per cent over the last year. What has the
Minister done? Police stations at Midland and Kalamunda had 14 police officers in
1992, 14 police officers in 1993, and 14 police officers in 1994. That is what has
happened. Despite an increase of 50 per cent in burglary and theft in that area, the
Minister has done nothing; he has not even given them an extra police officer in the time
he has been the Minister. The people of Helena should take with them to the polling
booth die Minister's commitment to law and order, the Minister's commitment in 1993 to
800 police, which is now 500. The Minister is saying to the people of Western Australia
that this Government wants a semiprofessional police force to make sure diat they are
secure in their own homes and chat the streets of Western Australia are secure - hypocrisy
at its best.
Mr Wiese: I hope the member goes out there, stands in front of them and tells them.
Mr CATANIA: The Minister was very honest on the weekend by telling them the truth.
He should stand up when I finish and say, "Yes, we are heading towards a
semiprofessional Police Force. In this state one third of the personnel in the Police Force
will be civilians". The Government wants to solve the problem by putting the onus on
these civilians to do die police work. The Minister should be as honest as he was last
weekend and say that he will increase the number of civilians within the Police Force to
the detriment of uniformed policemen. He should tell die public of Western Australia the

t.f
MRS EDWARDES (Kingsley - Attorney General) [3.40 pm): This motion has proved
hard going for members opposite and it shows that they are uncoordinated in their whole
approach to law and order. The matter of public interest states -

That this House condemns the Government for its mishandling of law and order
issues and its failure to fulfil its law and order promises made at the last election.

Members opposite have raised three issues: An additional 800 police officers; the
appointment of the Deputy Commissioner of Police: and they demonstrated their lack of
understanding of civilian employees within the Police Force. They do not have any
understanding of law and order. If they had, this Government, when it came to office,
would have had a much better base on which to work.
Mrs H-allahan: Do you know what people are saying about you and the Government?
Mrs EDWARDES: No, tell me.
Mrs Hallahan: You are absolutely hopeless.
Mrs EDWARDES: They are saying that die Government is tough, but fair. This
Government will be fin n. The community wants the Government to be tough, but to
have fair policies which ensure that the penalties fit the crime and that victims have a say.
Mr Catania: They want police on the streets.
Mr Wiese: And that is what they will get.
Mr Catania: They do not want you to employ fax machines instead of civilians.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Johnson): Order!
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Mrs EDWARDES: They want victims to have their rightful place in the criminal justice
process. Later this year the Government will introduce victims of crime legislation and I
hope it will have the support of members opposite and they will not treat it in the same
way as they have treated the Young Offenders Bill. Every time the Government
introduces a new, innovative measure the Opposition complains. It complained about die
Young Offenders Bill and the proposal for work camps. When the Government
introduces innovative measures as an alternative to prison, members opposite become
hypocritical and complain. They axe absolutely out of touch with what the community is
concerned about.
Several members inteijected.
Mrs EDWARDES: People in the community, particularly senior citizens, do not feel
safe in their homes. They become very fearful of being hit on the head when they se
young people congregating near shopping centres. They have all read what occurred in
Northbridge. One of the first things the new Commissioner of Police did was to put more
police officers on the beat. That demonstrates that the new commissioner is making sume
that the police are totally active. The Government is dealing with this issue across all
portfolios. It has established a justice coordinating council which will ensure a crime
prevention strategy is put in place. It will result in a coordinated approach which can be
demonstrated by what occurred in Geraldton.
Mr Catania: That is a wonderful example!
Mrs EDWARDES: The problem in that town was identified as a major issue 12 months
ago. A whole of Government approach was taken to the issue of juvenile crime. The
Government came up with major initiatives. Firstly, it supported the establishment of die
Yamatji patrol in which the Aboriginal community is involved. The Geraldton Street
Workers Corporation transports many children to sporting and recreational activities.
Mr Catania: How is the Yamatji patrol funded?
Mrs EDWARDES: By the Ministry of Justice.
Mr Catania: Who controls it? It is not operating.
Mrs EDWARDES: It is operating and so far this year there has been a real decrease in
the number of arrests compared with 1992. The court numbers are down this year.
Between January and July this year 51 young offenders were placed on probation and
there were few breaches. Between them they received 1 573 hours community service
orders and there were only 12 breaches. Currently a submission is being prepared for an
automotive workshop project which will train 10 youths at a time and it involves the
membership of the Gemaldton speedway. That illustrates what has been done by one local
community. The Government will ensure that local communities are supported in their
provision of remedies for the needs of the town. It is a serious effort on the
Government's part to reduce crime and to stop re-offending.

Members opposite have continually criticised the amendments to the Bail Act and the
Government's effort to try to stop the revolving door syndrome. Members opposite said
that the Government's amendments to the Act would not work. They said that it was not
possible for young people to have with them a responsible adult to bail them out. I
advise members opposite that the bail program is working and it is very effective.
When members opposite were in Government they were not willing to introduce
innovative measures to try to reduce the level of crime. All they have done today is to
refer to the appointment of a deputy commissioner and an additional 800 police officers,
and express a lack of understanding of civilian employees. They do not know what
penalties mean or what people are concerned about.
With regard to the revolving door syndrome, 137 juveniles deemed eligible for parole
have not been bailed from cowlt because a responsible adult did not accompany them. Of
that number, 110 were subsequently bailed within 48 hours from the remand centre to a
responsible adult and 21 were placed in custody because their parents - this is the critical
point - directed that bail not be allowed. The Government believes parents must accpt
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responsibility for their children. They have wanted to do that in the past, but the previous
government took the responsibility away from them. This Government is giving it back
to them because that is what the community has wanted, and asked for, for a long time.
The 21 juveniles who were not bailed out could have been bailed out by other parties, but
the parents indicated they did no: want those juveniles released. The Government
ensured that the 21 cases were dealt with expeditiously. A total of 1 679 juveniles have
been assisted by the program and have had bail pranted at the time of their court
appearance, avoiding the necessity of their having to be placed on remand.
It is worth noting that the concern expressed by members opposite previously has not
materialised Their lack of understanding in this debate indicates they do not know what
the community's concerns are. What did they achieve and what reforms did they
implement? Where were their positive ideas? T1hey came up with absolutely nothing.
All members opposite ever do when the Government brings forward innovative ideas, is
complain, issue forth with rhetoric, and continually criticise the Government's law and
order program. T1his Government is addressing the problems with which it was left and
which the community is facing because the previous government was not prepared to
deal with this problem. It took a totally reactive approach, and this is demonstrated in the
Crime (Serious and Repeat Offenders) Sentencing Act, which was simplistic and totally
uncoordinated. This Ml'! indicates a lack of understanding of the whole question of law
and order.
MR COWAN (Merredin - Deputy Premier) [3.51 pm]: This motion is probably
directed as much to the National Party as it is to the Minister for Police with regard to
policing matters.
Mr D.L. Smith inteijected.
Mr COWAN: It is interesting to note a phenomenon that occurs in this House: It is the
prerogative of the person on his feet to decide whether he takes intejections, and the
three members of the Opposition who do no: take interjections while speaking are in the
habit of constantly interjecting on other members. I refer to the Leader of the
Opposition, and the members for Mitchell and Victoria Park. When those members
speak, they rarely accept interjections. I would normally take interjections, but I have a
limited amount of time available, soTI will get to the issue.
The Minister for Police has made it quite clear that the policy of the coalition prior to the
election was to increase the Police Force by 800 new police officers. I know as well as
anybody that the policy refers to 800 new police officers. The Minister for Police, with
the full approval of the Premier, made a qualification to that policy. He said that it was a
simplistic promise, but he also said that there would be 800 police officers on the beat.
There is a difference, and members on this side acknowledge the difference, between 800
new recruits and 800 police officers on the beat. However, the Government has never
walked away from the statement that 800 police officers will be on the beat in Western
Australia before the end of its first term.
Mr Taylor If that is the case, where is the money in this year's Budget, next year's
Budget and the one after? There are forward estimates to allow that to happen.
Mr COWAN: I will come to that in a moment. Let us make a comparison. We a must
know that there was a beat crime policy in this state. As part of that policy under the
previous government, an additional 1 000 police officers were supposed to be employed
in Western Australia. Do members know how far the previous government fell short of
that promise? It fell short by 227 officers.
Mr Taylor: We delivere'd.
Mr COWAN: No, the previous government did not deliver. It fell short by 227 officers.
What did it then do? It said that it could not give the community those 227 officers, but
in the year prior to the election, as part of its election commitment, it said that it would
provide 100 additional police officers in place of the 227 by which it fell short. When the
coalition Government took over the Treasury benches, what did it find? It found that the
alleged recruitment of 100 new police officers had not been budgeted for. Therefore, this
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Government had to budget for those additional 100 officers, and it will also budget for
the 800 officers over the period in which it is necessary to do so.
Question put and a division taken9 with the following result -

Ayes (19)
Mr M. Barnett Mrs Hullahan Mr Taylor
Mr Brown Mr Kobelke. Mr Thomas
Mr Catania Wr Marlborough Ms Warnock
M& Cunningham Mr McGinty Dr Watson
Dr Edwards Mr Ripe Mr Leahy (Teller)
Dr Gallop Mrs Robets
Mr Graham Mr DL. Smith

Noes (29)
Mr Ainsworth Dr Hames Mvr Pen"a
Mr CJ. Barnett Mr House Mr Prime
Mr Blaikie Mr Kiezath Mr Shave
Mr Board Mr Lewis Mr Strickland
Mr Bradshaw Mr Marshall Mr Trencyden
Dr Constable Mr McNee Mr Tabby
Mr court Mr Minson Dr Turnbull
Mr Cowan Mr Nicholls Mr Wiese
Mr Day Mr Omnodel -Mr Bloffwicch (Teller)
Mrs Edwardes, Mr Osborne

Pair
Mr Bridge Mrs van de Klashorst.

Question thus negatived.

YOUNG OFFENDERS BILL
Committee

Resumed from 11 AugusL. The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Mr Johnson) in the
Chair, Mrs Edwardes (Attorney General) in charge of the Bill.
Progress was reported after clause 17 had been ageed to.
Clause 18: Apprehension on suspicion of intoxication -

Mr D.L SM: Thbis is the first of the parts that deal with the rights of a young person
in custody before being dealt with for an offence. This provides bow children witl be
dealt with before their guilt or innocence is determined. Much of what is wrong with the
rhetoric of the Attorney General on this issue is tha: she regards young persons who come
into police contact as always being guilty. Her contribution to the debate today on the
matter of public interest is indicative of that. She talked about the new bail arrangements
and proudly said that since bail arrangements were introduced, only 21 young people had
been detained in custody because their parents had not been willing to take responsibility
for them. She almost seems to wear that as a badge of courage; it is certainly not one of
respectability when it comes to any concept of people's rights. One of the principal
problems of this legislation is that it has very little to do with the rights of individuals
who are brought into custody.
Mr Shave: What about the rights of the victims? I am sick of mollycoddling criminals
all the time.
Mr D.J SMITH: If the member for Melville knew anything about victims' rights, and
had taken the trouble to mad this Bill, he would recognise it is almost as silent on
victims' rights as it is on those of young people who an charged with offences but cot
yet convicted, if one looks at the comments made by the author of the Bill in the nowe
on clause 18, one gets some idea of the hypocrisy of the way in which children's rights
are handled by this Government. The clause notes say that clause 18 is a direct trafer
of section 33A of the Child Welfare Act 1947 which requires police to look for
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alternatives to keeping a young person in custody on suspicion of intoxication, and that
this is in line with the recommendations of the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths
in Custody, If this is the Attorney's view of how the recommendations of that royal
commission are to be fulfilled, it says much about her general attitude to her role as
Attorney General. She sees herself solely as prosecutor and gaoler, she does not see the
role of Attorney as properly protecting the rights of individuals.
The Aboriginal Legal Service would be one of the groups most interested in the Royal
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody. Its submission to the Government on
this Bill stated -

Ironically the Hill contains a main objective Clause 6(c) that aims to ensure the
legal rights of young persons involved in the criminal system are observed. This
is the first and last time we see anything of youth rights in the YOB.
The concerns of the ALS on youth rights stem from a wish to develop a fair and
just criminal justice process which recognises the vulnerability and immaturity of
youth and addresses the existing power imbalance between adult authorities and
youth in the criminal justice system. The juvenile justice debate in Western
Australia has been dominated by the high profile crimes of the few repeat
offenders and the views of victims of crime and the Police. This has effectively
marginalised any discussion in the community of the disadvantages that young
people face in the system ...

Clause 18 is meant to deal with the fact that police are required to try to take a young
person to their place of residence and release that young person to the care of a
responsible adult before taking him or her to the police station or lockup to be detained.
The Bill does not honour that obligation because the first words that are used in clause 18
are "where practicable". Who decides where it is practicable for police officers to
discharge their obligations under clause 18? Is there any provision anywhere for
someone to take action to define or point out to police officers when it is practicable to
do that? No; it is left to the discretion of the police officer to determine when and where
it is practicable to meet that officer's obligation. That destroys the whole intent and
effect of the clause. It is not surprising that in the Attorney's second reading speech she
chose to spend little or no time talking about the rights and protection of young people
when they are brought into contact with the police. That is because there is nothing to be
said in defence of this provision. It makes the whole benefit of the clause meaningless
when the words "where practicable" are inserted at the head of the clause. For those
reasons I move -

Page 16, line 4 - To delete the words "Where practicable".
If we have a statement of the police obligation that provision will be reasonably
interpreted. It will not cast absolute obligations on the police officer, but at least it will
make it clear that it is not enough for the police officer to turn around and say that in his
view it was not practicable for him to meet his obligations under this provision.
Mr KOBELKE: Apprehension on suspicion of intoxication is a difficult area in our
society. The last government moved to do away with intoxication as on offence in a
more general sense, but here we are dealing specifically with young people and that
entails a different set of problems because children as young as 12 and 13 are picked up
by police in a state of intoxication. It is difficult for police to deal with that. They need a
great deal of understanding of the young person's situation, and must care for the welfare
of that young person. At the same time it is their role to look after the genera]
community. The solution lies in handling the problem in an understanding way. That is
difficult for the police,. whose resources are stretched and who may have many other
pressures to deal with at the time the young person is found in a state of intoxication.
The debate earlier today ranged over the size of the Police Force and its ability to handle
issues. The pressure comes down to little incidents. For example, a young person may
be on the street in a state of intoxication, perhaps even lying down in the middle of the
road as happened near my electorate office a couple of months back, and the police are
called to try to deal with that situation. The amendment suggests that the obligation on
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the police should be clearly stated, that they must take that young person to the parents or
a responsible person before taking them to a police station or lockup. This amendment
removes the words "where practicable" to indicate a simple requirement that that be
done.
I will relate some discussions that took place last Sunday evening when I visited a local
youth group which talked about parents and how they got on with their children. The
discussion turned to the topic referred to in clause 18. The young people within the
group were aged between 16 and 20 years and through this youth group were trying to
work out how they could get on better with their parents and resolve the issues about
which there was a lack of communication. A key one was when they went to a party and
became intoxicated, how did they deal with their parents? There was a wide range of
responses from some who obviously had a good relationship with their parents and could
work through it with their parents, who were also at the meeting. The parents had a very
clear expectation that their children would not go to a party and have alcohol or other
substances to excess and become intoxicated, but they were understanding that perhaps
their children might experiment and do that. The parents hoped that the children would
have enough understanding, in keeping with the Home Safely program, to contact their
parents to get thern home and would not try to drive a car or get a ride wit someone else
who was intoxicated. The focus was to build up an understanding between the parents
and the children to have the parent assist their young people if they were caught away
from home and were in a stare of intoxication. How does that relate to the Police Force?
The role of the police is not that of a parent. It is a different role. If the stance taken by
the parents is one of "You either do it this way or I will not help you", the problems will
not be resolved. It is unfortunate that we have so many tragedies on our roads involving
young people who die because they were travelling in a car which was driven by an
intoxicated driver. Sometimes the passenger, the innocent victim, may not be
intoxicated; it may simply have been the driver. The solution is to have an
understanding, a level of communication where the real problem is addressed by the
parents assisting the child even though the child may have acted in a way which the
parents do not condone.
Itris a very difficult situation for the police. For them the solution lies in the same vein.
We can address the issue if the police understand the young people with whom they have
to deal, are empathetic with the problems of those young people and realise that the
solution lies with the parents, rather than locking up the children. If the police, either
because of lack of training or because of the pressure which the police officer is under at
the time, take a hard approach to get these young people off the street and have them put
away where a piece of paper can be signed so that the children can be forgotten, the issue
wil not be addressed and the underlying problem will not be resolved.
With this amendment we are emphasising that the role of the Police Force in such a
situation is to try to get those young people back to their families. If, and only if, that
course fails, the young children should be taken to a police lockup where they may be
detained. I hope the Attorney General will look sympathetically at this amendment. It
will make clear the intention that the parents are to be considered first when a young
person is found in a state of intoxication.
Mrs EDWARDES: Again this amendment shows the lack of understanding of members
opposite about the practical aspects of policing. If they were to attend the juvenile action
group, as I have, they would understand, by way of example, that when young people are
picke up who are at risk or have offended, first of all the police bring them back to the
police station. From there the police telephone the parents or some other responsible
adult to let them know the situation. If a responsible adult or parent is unable to be
contacted, the Killara unit is contacted and one of its representatives goes to the police
station and takes the young person home or to the place of a significant other person who
is Willing to take responsibility for the young person.

The previous debate highlighted - from my understanding of what members opposite
said -te fact that the Opposition felt that police officers had to do the jobs for which
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they were trined. I do not think members opposite intend that the police should be taxi
drivens for children who are picked up on the streets. I do not think members opposite
will agree that two police officers should be taken off the street to take a person who has
been picked up in Barrack Street, Perth back to Midland or, for that matter, wherever the
person lived. I support the police taking the children back to the police station and
contacting the parents. This Government is concerned about the responsibility of the
parents. The parents have always wanted to be involved. The Opposition, when in
government, refused to allow the parents to take on that responsibility and the parents
were cut off at every corner. We have no intention whatsoever of taking away
responsibility from the parents.
Mr DJi. SMIT: The problem for Opposition members is that in recent years some
police have, quite frankly, abused the powers which they have had under provisions of
this kind. We are all familiar with the way in which police have been using section 138B
of the Child Welfare Act in Operation Sweep. Section 53A of the Police Act is intended
to protect people who are intoxicated, and protect members of dhe public from people
who are intoxicated, in public places. It has only to be a suspicion of intoxication. We
want to ensure that provisions of this kind are not used as a modified form of mob control
and that the police do riot take it upon themselves to be absolute judges of where children
should be and how they should be behaving.
One of the reasons for many of the public order offences with which children are charged
is the very poor relationship between many young people and some police officers. Thie
origins of many of those poor relationships are, firstly, inadequate training for the police
officers in dealing with young people and, secondly, the use of various police powers in a
way which young people find objectionable. As parents, we all know how young people
react to the application of authority. That is especially so when they feel they are being
mistreated by those in authority. Any parent who has tried to discipline a child who they
wrongly believe has been guilty of something and the child believes that is not the case,
will know that the child quite often gets into a very difficult relationship with the parent
as a result. It is not very different when that happens with the police. In my electorate a
number of Aboriginal parents have been to see me at various times because some police
officers - not the Police Force as a whole - took it upon themselves whenever they saw
Aboriginal children around the streets of Bunbury at night to stop those young people and
question them about where they had been and where they were going.
They were not doing that to white youths around Bunbury, but to Aboriginal youths.
There was almost a presumption that, because they were Aborigines, even though they
might have been taking a stroll from mum and dad's to uncle's place, somehow or other
they were going to break the law when doing so. Thiere should not be that presumption.
The matter was raised at the Aboriginal-Police liaison committee in Bunbury and I have
mentioned it to some of the senior officers in Bunbury. T1here must be a strict
understanding that when walking about the shreets Aboriginal youths should not be
treated any differently from white children. It is wrong that young people should be
detained in that manner. Quite often, as a result of that detention, an altercation occurs
between the young people and the police officers and they are then charged with
aggravated assault on a police officer following which they can serve up to 18 months in
gaol.
Mr Blailie: There am occasions when the perception relating to young Aboriginal
people is wrong. There must be a far greater understanding by the law officers.
Mrt DiL. SMITH: When those powers ame abused not only does it affect the young people
involved, but also the gossip and building up of the story results in many young people
feeling that the police are not genuinely interested in protecting their rights as citizens.
Somehow it is perceived that the police and the oldies are against young people. We
must discourage that and generate in young people a belief that the community cares for
them and sees a place for them. We should also be encouraging in young people a
positive view of police officers. It is unfortunate when the odd officer does what I have
described to some young people. One way to avoid that is to ensure that, as far as
possible, there are no loopholes in these provisions which can be used inappropriately.
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Section 53A of the Police Act provides that -

... where a police officer has reasonable grounds for believing that a person is
intoxicated and the person is in a public place or trespassing on private property,
the police officer may, without warrant, apprehend and detain the person.

Clearly that provides for arrest and it would normally lead to placing a person in custody,
Although that power is provided under section 53A of the Police Act, it should not result
in children being taken to a lockup for detention. Some other means should be found of
dealing with them, especially as we are dealing with a society which has decriminalised
drunkenness. Now it is no longer an offence and the only times we are concerned about
drnkenness per se is when the person is incapable of looking after himself or creates
danger to the public. The initial intent of this clause is to ensure the power is not abused.
However, we will be leaving in an "out" by the words "where practicable"; that leaves the
discretion with the police. As a result, we will have disowned our own good intention. I
urge the Attorney General to accept the amendment
Amendment put and negatived.
WrD.L. SMITH: I move -

Page 16, lines 14 and 15 - To delete the lines.
These lines should be deleted to ensure that police officers do not think of the lockup and
detention centre as being the only place where they can take young people once they
have been detained. Paragraphs (a) and (b) allow a method of dealing with young people
other than taking them to detention. If a police officer can think of any other way of
dealing with these young people whom he suspects of being intoxicated other than taking
them to a lockup, he should be free to do so. It appears that, if the police officer cannot
deal with an intoxicated person as provided in the substantive part of the clause, he is
obliged to take that person to the lockup. That part of the clause should be silent.
Clearly the right to apprehend without warrant gives police the power to take them to a
lockup, but we should still leave the discretion with the police officer.
As 1 said, if a police officer can think of a place other than the home of a responsible
adult, such as a sobering up centre, a welfare organisation, or a community development
or corrective services unit that is geared to look after them, that is where they should go.
There are a variety of places where, and relatives to whom, the police officer may decide
to take them. It has not been unheard of in some country towns for the police officer to
take a child home if he has not been able to do anything else with that child, rather than
place him in a lockup. We believe that the obligations of the police officer should be left
silent once he or she has exhausted the first two possibilities. There should not be a
provision which compels the police to take that child to the lockup.
Mr KOBELKE: I put on the record my support for the amendment.
Mr D.L. SMITH: I express my disappointment that the Attorney General does not rake
the trouble to respond when amendments of this kind are moved. The public is interested
in the Government's attitude on these issues and why it refuses to accept any of the
amendments moved in Parliament- I think it is disrespectful of any Minister to say
nothing in response to amendments and then vote against them.
Mr Lewis: Did you ever do it?
Mr D.L. SMITH: Very rarely. The record might show otherwise, but I do not personally
remember ever having done so except when I had responded three or four times to the
same kind of comment and there was no point in repeating it. On this amendment the
Attorney General has not responded. She has listened to the amendment and to the
comments in support of it and remained silent. If she thinks that will progress the Bill
more quickly, she is mistaken. We will use the opportunity until we get some comment
on the record about why she believes police officers should not have some altbrnative
other than the lockup to which to take children who ame detained.

Mrs EDWAIIDES: My making no comment was not to reflect on the amendment. I
responded in a general way to both of the Opposition's amendments when I first spoke.
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Members have spoken about the mistreatment of young people by police officers. On
many occasions when young people are waiting for their parents to pick them up, the
police officers buy them llles or cool drinks. That comes out of the police officers'
pockets. As such, some of' the comments of the member for Mitchell reflect on a great
number of police officers who have a caring attitude towards young people.
MrT D.L. SMITH: I agree that the majority of police officers very much respect the rights
of young people and do a superb job in looking after their welfare. The problem,
however, is that not all police officers behave in the appropriate way. Some police
officers bend the rules, do not observe the principles, and do not respect the rights of
sonic people. I will not delay the Chamber by talking about the Dethridge case or some
of the other examples which exist. The Opposition seeks to ensure, firstly, that officers
who are prepared to bend the rules face some legal constraints upon their behaviour
instead of simply disciplinary action; and secondly, that the vast majority of officers who
are willing to go out of their way to do something other than take a child to a lockup
should not be constrained. It is one thing to applaud police officers for doing the right
thing; it is another to pass legislation which on the one hand constrains the good officers
from doing the right thing, and on the other hand provides an out for those few who do
the wrong thing when dealing with young people. I am disappointed that the Attorney
General has not been prepared to accept either of our amendments on this clause.
Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 19: Detention of young offenders apprehended by police -
MrT [XL. SMITH: Clause 19 is the clause of most concern to the Opposition, to most of
the legal community, to most of the judiciary, and to many of the youth groups in this
state who considered this legislation. I have said a number of times that as we as a
community start to get tougher in the sanctions we bring down on people when they
misbehave, we must double our efforts to ensure that those sanctions are not used against
people who are entirely innocent. We must ensure that when evidence is obtained
against an individual it is properly obtained; that people are still presumed to be innocent
until found guilty; and that people are given every constitutional right to protect
themselves from wrongful prosecution.
Quite often the constraints with which people's civil rights confront the police is a
problem in prosecuting and convicting people of offences. However, we are a society
that believes in the rule of law and in due process, and that the interference of the state in
the lives and freedoms of the individual should be the minimum possible. Unlike many
modern western democracies we do not have a Bill of Rights which spells out the rights
of people, for instance, in custody and in dealing with the police. In the absence of a
constitutional Bill of Rights we must have regard for the rights of people who are brought
into the custody of the police for questioning. We must ensure that in the process of
questioning their rights are protected. That is especially rue with young people. Young
people coming into contact with authority figures for the first time can often be
frightened, not by anything the officer does, but just by the fact that it is a police officer
who takes them into a police station and puts questions to them. In the context of the
poor education in our schools of the civic rights of people and of our constitutional and
legal position as citizens, often young people who go into custody are not aware of their
limited rights. We should be willinig to legislate to provide and protect those rights.
It is noteworthy that the explanatory comment in the clause notes states that this clause is
a direct transfer of subsections 33(3) and (4) of the Child Welfare Act 1947 relating to
the detention of young persons apprehended. However. section 33 does not contain any
detail about what are children's rights. We must be careful that in repeating clauses
which are in existing legislation we do not lag behind what has happened for people's
rights in other places. There may have been a time when this country believed that
people's rights were protected by a common law system that governed the way in which
police officers dealt with people in custody. However, almost every other comparative
jurisdiction has moved away fronm that view. If one considers the Commonwealth crimes
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legislation, the South Australian young offenders legislation, the New South Wales
legislation and the young persons legislation in New Zealand, one finds that the
legislation in cach of thawe jurisdictions now codifies the rights of young people in
custody.
if one follows through on those various legislative provisions one finds that not only does
the legislation spell out those rights, but in particular, it attempts to provide real sanctions
where those rules are breached. The codification in the amendment [ intend to move is a
relatively short %atement of the rules that should apply. Most of those provisions are
already in the police rules; however, we want strictly observed rules rather than
provisions which are as weak as the "have regard to" words used in clause 19. In dealing
with the effec- of any breach of those rules the Opposition has not gone for the most
severe of thc 7 gislative outcomes which have been provided by other jurisdictions. We
have not saiL chat the evidence obtained as a result of those rules not being observed is
automatically inadmissible. We are still leaving it to the discretion of the judge.
I will take those in stages. First, the provisions that we are talking about are those which
are refi cted already in the police rules and which appear on notices in police stations.
However, we want those to be seen clearly as legislated rights rather than police rules and
we want to ensure that they sre observed in fact and that police officers do not only have
due regard to those rules. We want to ensure also that the legislation provides that if
these rules are breached. the court is to bear that in mind when dealing with admissibility
of not only what is said while the young person is in custody, but also if what is said
leads to other lines of investigation which provide other evidence against that young
person, that that evidence is also excluded. All that is intended to do is guarantee that
these very limited rights for which I winl move shortly are observed.
I do not think the Opposition has gone overboard in its approach to these matters. It has
gone almost for the status quo. We have not said that, as a result, all of the evidence
obtained is automatically excluded. We have given a strong indication to the court that it
should consider the exclusion of that evidence if it concludes that the rules have not been
observed. Einally, we require that they be observed rather than the rather weak
expression that is contained in these provisions which deals with having due regard to
those rights.
MrT McGINT: This is one of the most important parts of the Bill. It is disappointing
that the Government has failed to take the step that has been taken already in other states
with the exception of Tasmania; chat is, to enshrine in the Statute certain basic human
rights for at least young offenders, although we argue that in the longer term it should be
extended to all offenders. We know that most people in Western Australia believe that
they have the right to make a telephone call when they are taken into police custody;
most people believe that they have the right to have a lawyer present when questioned;
and most young people believe that they have a right to have an independent adult
present during questioning. That is false; they do not have those rights. We are
disappointed that this legislation does not provide those rights, nor does it provide the
framework within which those rights can be afforded to young people who are in police
custody.
During my speech in the second reading debate, I said that the only reason we do not
have those rights in Western Australia is the view of the Police Force. It is on the public
record that the previous Commissioner of Police, Brian Bull, was opposed to the
enshrining of those rights in the Statute. If one needs evidence of that, one need look no
further than the State Government Advisory Committee on Young Offenders report in
1992. That committee was headed by Justice Neville Owen of the Western Australian
Supreme Court and included other stakeholders in the juvenile justice debate, including
the Commissioner of Police, MrT Brian Bull. That committee recommended in very
strong terms chat those basic rights be enshrined in the Statute. Recommendation 3 on
page 3 of that report states -

The Government should:
(a) Legislate to enforce a system of rules that make it obligatory for
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authorities to contact the parent or guardian of a child or young person, or
other acceptable person to the child, as a necessary requirement to
ensuring that an independent adult, not of the prosecuting authority, is
present when a young person is being interviewed, charged with an
offence or is arrested. These rules should cover the process from the time
of apprehension to the interview stage.

It is disappointing that the Government has turned its back on that recommendation.
However, the recommendation went one step further and said -

(b) Legislate the requirement that evidence acquired through interviews with
children which take place without the presence of an adult (not of the
prosecution authority) will be deemed inadmissible.

That high-powered State Government Advisory Committee on Young Offenders dealing
specifically with police questioning of juveniles recommended, as recently as November
1992, that these rights be granted by Statute. This Bill has rejected that recommendation
and has failed to put anything adequate in its place.
As I said, the reason for that is the traitional opposition by the Police Force in Western
Australia to the taking of those matters out of police routine orders under which they can
be substantially ignored by the police. The record shows that they are honoured in the
breach by the Police Force. The reason the police have resisted taking them out of police
routine orders and putting them in as statutory rights is that they will become rights
which will have to be enforced and therefore they would impose legal obligations on the
Police Force. The foreword to the report of that committee entitled "Police questioning
of juveniles" states -

The Stat Government Advisory Committee on Young Offenders would like to
acknowledge that the Commissioner of Police, Mr Brian Bull, has dissented from
the view put by the report that the current system of Police questioning of
juveniles is in need of change.

One could not get a more bland blanket denial of that need for change. Nonetheless, that
is the reason.
During the second reading debate, I asked the Attorney General whether she would
pursue the matter with the Commissioner of Police, Mr Falconer. That question appears
on page 2761 of Mansard of 4 August 1994. Mr Falconer comes from a jurisdiction
where those rights are enshrined in Statute and effect both federal and state law. I refer
particularly to the state law applicable in Victoria, namely the Crimes Act which gives,
particularly to juveniles, but more broadly to people taken into custody, the rights which
the Opposition is seeking to have included in this legislation as statutory rights. The
Victorian Crimes Act is very clear when dealing with this matter.
This is the law that Mr Falconer is used to operating under and I would be surprised if he
advised the Attorney today that his view as commissioner is that these rights should not
be afforded to people in custody through the Statute. We are dealing here with young
offenders, arguably the most in need of protection by way of statutory entrenchment of
their human rights in the way in which the police deal with them in custody. I would be
amazed if the Commissioner of Police advised the Government that he did not think that
these rights should be enshrined in Statute.
I refer the Attorney to the Victorian Crimes Act 1958 and in particular to sections 464C
and 464E. Section 464C is entitled "Right to communicate with friend, relative and legal
practitioner" and it provides -

Before any questioning or investigation . .. commences, an investigating official
must inform die person in custody that he or she ... may communicate with or
attempt to communicate with a friend or relative to inform that person of his or
her whereabouts;

It then indicates that the person may communicate, or attempt to do so, with a legal
practitioner. The Victorian Crimes Act has been the basis on which Commissioner
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Falconer has operated for most of his cuteer, and it is a statutory requirement that the
questioning and investigation must be deferred to enable the young person to
communicate with a friend, an adult, a legal practitioner or an independent person.
The Victorian Act then deals with persons under the age of 17 years, the people with
whom we are mainly dealing in the Young Offenders Bill. This is a detailed provision
which lays out the rights of young people who are taken into custody in Victoria. Section
464E indicates under the heading "Persons under 17 years" that a person under the age of
17 years must not be questioned or an investigation conducted by an official unless a
parent or guardian, or if such person is not available, an independent person, is present. I
draw attention to the requirement of "an independent person" because the Bill before die
Committee refers to a "responsible adult". A responsible adult could include a police
officer and a whole range of hostile authority figures in the eyes of the young person.
The Victorian legislation has picked up on this fact, as did the Western Australian
advisory committee. The person present in that capacity should be friendly to the young
person in custody, and this view is incorporated in the Victorian legislation. It is a
blanket requirement, and gives those basic human rights to young persons in custody.
The Victorian legislation provides for facilities to let the young person in custody
communicate with parents, guardians or an independent person in such circumstances
that the communication will not be overheard. The legislation provides for an exception
to the rule. Section 464E(2) provides that subsection (1) does not apply if the
investigating official believes on reasonable grounds that the communication would
necessarily "result in the escape of an accomplice or the fabrication or destruction of
evidence". That is a reasonable exception. The subsection also does not apply if the
"investigation is so urgent, having regard to the safety of other people, that it should not
be delayed". On those two grounds the police in Victoria can proceed to question a
young person under the age of 17 years in custody without the presence of the defined
persons.
Commissioner Bob Falconer has worked with that Act for many years, and I trust that the
Government has taken up my suggestion during the second reading debate and asked him
for his view. I think that the advice he would offer to the Government would be that the
law in Victoria - which according to all reports works well, and is based upon the
principals of the international conventions and relevant inquiries and royal commissions -
operates along the lines of the amendment to be moved in a few moments by the member
for Michell. I will listen with great interest to the Attorney General's comments on this
matter. If the Government has not sought the views of Commissioner Falconer since his
appointment, this Committee should be adjourned to enable the commissioner to offer his
views to the Government.
H1istorically the Police Force in Western Australia has opposed the basis of this
amendment, but that opposition is no longer present in the Police Force and no
justification can be found for the Government refusing to act in the way it should,
namely, giving people in custody - especially the young - the basic human rights which
can be found elsewhere throughout Australia. As I said during my contribution to the
second reading debate and in my earlier remarks tonight, only two states in Australia do
not afford these basic human rights to those in custody - Western Australia and
Tasmania. All other states have a criminal law which provides that the rights of citizens,
including young people, are entrenched in Statute. These include the right to make a
telephone call, to legal representation, and for young people to have an independent adult
present during questioning.
Clause 19 of the Young Offenders Bill will result in the Government - and Parliament if
it passes the legislation - passing the buck by refusing to face up to its responsibility to
lay down minimum standards which should apply to young people in custody. The
legislation will pass this responsibility to the Commissioner of Police. Clause 19 says
that the commissioner will lay down the rules, orders and regulations regarding the
detention of young people and that the Police Force is to have regard to such law.
Therefore, such rules are not binding. The amendment should be supported.
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Mr KOBELKE: Clause 19 is titled "Detention of young offenders apprehended by
police". That title should be considered more carefully. These words indicate die
intention of the clause and the way in which it overlooks the basic rights of young
people. When apprehended by police, the presumption should not be of guilt as that
young person may not necessarily be an offender. Therefore, perhaps the title should
refer to the detention of young people apprehended by the police.
A large percentage of people apprehended by the police in the due course of the law will
be shown to be offenders. Nevertheless, these people should start out under the
presumption of innocence, which is a basic tenet of our entire legal system. The
legislation suggest that if a young person is apprehended by die police, that person must
be an offender. That assumption goes to the core of the Opposition's concerns and our
wish to guarantee fundamental rights for young people.
Clause 6(c) outlines the main objectives of this legislation and suggests that it should
"ensure the legal rights of young persons involved in the legal system are observed".
Clause 19 indicates that the objective is to be applied through the rules, orders and
regulations made by the Commissioner of Police. Therefore, the legal rights are fairly
easy to observe - there are none. The fundamental issue should be young people's rights
before our justice system.
Although clause 6(c) contains high and mighty ideals, it will have no effect if the rights
to be observed are determined only by the rules. orders and regulations outlined in
section 9 of the Police Act. Clearly, that is inadequate. Young people should not have
reason to fear die police. Young people should feel that the police are there to protect
them. We must not only recognise that fact, but also convey that message to young
people. If we do not ensure that the rights of young people are stated clearly in this
legislation, we will undermine die objective of this Bill, which is to improve the system
of juvenile justice in order to ensure that young people understand what is expected of
them and will respect the law, and that there is a clear set of procedures whereby young
people are held to account when they offend and are taken through a system of
rehabilitation. If at the very outset of their contact with the police, they do not know
where they stand and are, therefore, suspicious of the police and feel in some way that the
police are abusing their rights, then t whole system will quickly come to be held in
contempt by young people, and that will undermine the objectives of this Bill.
Subelause (1) states that the Commissioner of Police is to make rules, orders or
regulations in respect of the apprehension of young persons for offences and their
detention in custody and a member of the Police Force is to have regard to any such
rules, orders or regulations. It does not state how that will be enforced in regard to the
police carrying out their duties. Subclause (2) states -

A young person in custody who is not released on bail, whether or not bail has
been refused under the Rail Act 1982, is, subject to subsection (3) and section 48,
to be taken to and placed in a detention centri as soon as practicable after the
person's apprehension.

Subclause (3) states -

A young person may be held in the custody of die police until arrangements can
be made for the person to be taken to and placed in a detention centre in
accordance with subsection (2).

Therefore, clause 48 does not appear to be of any consequence, but we should see what it
states. It states that if the court has reason to believe that a young person charged with an
offence may be suffering from any mental or nervous disorder or should be remanded for
observation, assessment and recommendation as to his future treatment, that young
person may be placed in some suitable place for a period not exceeding 21 days. There is
clearly a need for such a provision, and I do not take issue with that, but the end result of
clause 48 is the detention of a young person for up to 21 days. That can follow through
from clause 19, where a young person comes into contact with the police, in a situation
where there is no clear statement of that person's rights. If young persons may be
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apprehended by die police, have a speedy appearance in die court, and be demained for up
10 21 days, then we need to have a clear statement of their rights. Is there any guarantee
that they will be able to contact their parents, or have legal representation? It may be said
that that is die way it will work, but it clearly is not contained within the Bill. I know that
in earlier debate, the Attorney General indicated that some time next yea we may see
legislation which enshrines those rights, hut they are not there at present. We ind within
clause 19, from the very title, that young persons are considered to be offenders rather
than young persons who have rights before the law, and that at the end of the process,
they may end up in detention for 21 days. Throughout that process, one has grave doubts
about whether a system is in place to ensure that they know their rights and that they can
be upheld effectively.
Mr D.L. SMiTH: I will summarise for the Attorney General the three major concerns
that we have. Our first concern is that subclausc (1) will leave it to the discretion of the
Commissioner of Police to make die rules, orders or regulations which will deal with the
apprehension of young offenders. I know that the Attorney General has said that she
intends that the rights about which we are talking will be protected by some general
legislation which will apply to adult persons and persons with various kinds of
disabilities, and that she regards youth and immaturity as simply one form of disability,
but if that were the case, I would have expected clause 19 to be worded differently in
order to embrace any other legislation which the Attorney General intended to introduce,
rather than relate simply to the Commissioner of Police making those rules and
regulations.
The whole notion of this legislation is to try to bring into one Bill the various provisions
that deal with the way in which young persons are treated from the time that they ame
detained by the police, throughout their trial, their dealings with the juvenile justice
teamis, and their participation in community or detention programs. If this Bill is meant
to be comprehensive, then those provisions should be contained in this legislation and we
should not have to look elsewhere for them. Our second concern is that there is no
obligation on the police to observe those rules and regulations, and there are no sanctions
for non observance. All that is required by subclause (1) is that a member of the Police
Force is to have regard to any such rules, orders or regulations. Our third concern is that
subclause (3) allows for young persons to be detained in other than a detention cenr
until arrangements can be made for them to be taken to a detention centre.
We believe these provisions are not adequate to protect the rights of young persons who
are taken into police custody. I remind the Attorney General of what is contained in the
submission from the Aboriginal Legal Service. Those comments are extremely valid and
well written, and it is a pity the Attorney General did not take the trouble to ensure, that
she obtained those comments before she completed the drafting of this legislation. The
submission states -

The AI.S believes that die rights to at least legal advice should be contained in the
Act in the following areas:

- In Police Custody (Part 4),
- Before the commencement of a Juvenile Justice Team conference (Part
5)'
- Before any Court matters (Part 6), and,
- In detention centres especially before the hearing of detention Centre
offences (Part 9).

In addition the young person should have a right to an advocate or independent
next friend (not necessarily a lawyer) at Police questioning, the Juvenile Justice
Teams and before the Supervised Release Board.

it goes on to deal with police questioning -

'he Aboriginal Legal Service is extremely concerned that the Bill has not
included provisions to safeguard the rights of young people in Police Custody.
These provisions are essential as the government is developing a whole new
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diversion scheme which will deal with young people only if they admit guilt to
the Police who in turn will have sole discretion to refer them to the scheme.
Part 4 of the Bill which deals with young people in Police Custody only contains
obligations on die Police to notify a responsible adult. These are not rights, and
the government now claims that it win include some youth rights in the review of
the Police Act at a later date. Legal services have little faith in this promise.
They have been fighting principally with the Police department for these law
reforms for the past 10 years and the Police still reject implementing these basic
rights in law. The YOB will be in place this year and it is uniacceptable to wait
for "possible" changes to the Police Act at a future date.
In order to fulfil the Government's obligations under various United Nations'
human rights conventions and declarations the Aboriginal Legal Service calls on
the State Government to enshrine the following rights into the new Young
Offenders Act -

The right to make a telephone call to a family member or friend before
being questioned by police.
The right to make a telephone call to a legal adviser before being
questioned by police.
The right for youth under 18 years of age to have an independent adult
present at police questioning.
The right to prompt medical examination and hospital treatment where
necessary.
The right to have bail on reasonable conditions considerd without delay.
The right (if detained in custody) to have safety and welfare needs
monitored by Police at regular intervals.
The right to be treated in a dignified and humane way.
The right to have complaints against Police investigated independently of
Police.

Our amendments seek to address at least some concerns. .he sanctions proposed are
absolutely minimal. As the member for Fremantle said, Commissioner Falconer would
not find any problem in complying with the legislation because he was used to doing so
in Victoria - as is every police commissioner in Australia, except for Western Australia
and Tasmania. It is high time we caught up with the rest of Australia by ensuring tat at
the same time as introducing this Bill which has a number of advances, we at least keep
up with the rest of Australia in the protection of the rights of individual youths in
custody.
Mrs EDWARDES: There are classes of vulnerable people, other than young persons,
who need to be dealt with.
Mr D.L. Smith: They can be dealt with in other legislation.
Mrs EDWARDES: And we will provide those safeguards in that other legislation. That
is nothing special, because the member for Fremantle referred to other pieces of criminal
legislation in other states. In the review of the Police Act we are bringing into line the
current differences between the Criminal Code and the Police Act. We are looking at the
various recommendations put forward by the Law Reform Commission and taking into
account other reports, such as the recommendations by the State Government Advisory
Committee on Young Offenders. Comments by the member for Fremantle on the
advisory committee made great play of the fact that the then Commissioner of Police,
Mr Brian Bull, dissented f-rm the view expressed in the report that the current system of
police questioning of juveniles was in need of change. Page 15, item 6.2 of the report
deals with some very impractical elements of the application of proposals being put
forward. For instance, one is a requirement that parents be notified pnior to questioning
and interrogation in relation to an offence. The question raised was: Did that mean that
all police officers needed a mobile telephone to contact parents when the police stopped
an offender in a stolen car? There were practical difficulties with the wording put
forward by the advisory committee.
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One of the other problems highlighted by the member for Fremantle related to other
persons acceptable to the child. When dealing with a police officer, who is acceptable to
the child? I have been out on the streets with the police and the kids are very good. They
pick some other young person who may be aged 17 or 18 years, and they talk that person
into being a person acceptable to the child, to respond to the police when being
questioned. That is not acceptable because more often than not that is the first time the
person has spoken to the young person. I have been there and I have listened. For
instance, when young Johnny says to young Fred, 'You know me", and the police ask
Fred about young Johnny, Fred does not know Johnny's age; he does not know where he
lives; he knows nothing about him. That is an irresponsible situation if we are concerned
about young people. Therefore, it was impractical to put those specific recommendations
into place. It is the intent, though, that has been looked at, not necessarily the wording.
We have made a policy decision that we will address vulnerable persons to be questioned
by the police, in the Police Act. That is nothing special. It has been done in other pieces
of criminal legislation elsewhere around Australia. It is not necessary to say it is in their
juvenile legislation.
Mr DL. Smith: In South Australia and in New Zealand it is contained in the juvenile
legislation.
Mrs EDWARDES: I was about to say that the New Zealand legislation is more welfare-
type legislation. It is called Children, Young Persons and Their Families Act. Therefore,
it contains more welfare-type elements than those the Young Offenders Bill is trying to
address. We have made a policy decision that we will deal with the classes of vulnerable
persons which will include young people in the Police Act.
Mr D.L. Smith; Which rights included in the amendment will be included in the Police
Act amendments?
Mrs EDWARDES: I will not comment in relation to specific rights.
Mr D.L. Smith inteijected.
Mrs EDWARDES: The Minister for Police and I have had a few meetings over the past
nine or 10 months regarding the Police Act review. I will not comment until such time as
the review is brought to this Chamber and the drafting has been completed. If we
compare the New Zealand Act, the proposals by South Australia and Queensland, with
the New South Wales situation, they are all seen to be different - even when compared
with the amendment before us.
Mr D.L. Smith: Some rights are required. Tell us which one you will not include.
Mrs EDWARDES: Let us wait and see.
Mr Mc~inty. Is that the only reason - we should accept and trust you?
Mrs EDWARDES: The member should not misrepresent my position. It is government
policy to deal with such matters in another piece of legislation, and that is where they
will be dealt with.
As to the heading of the section, pointed to by the member for Nollamara, the
Interpretation Act states that a heading is not pant of an Act and, therefore, that goes some
way to allay the concerns expressed by the member for Nollamnara.
Mr Kobelke: I was not suggesting it was, but as a tidle it reflects something of the
approach which is contained in the clause. I do not know what are the procedures, but
the Minister could consider rewording it.
Mrs EDWARDES: I turn now to the current Western Australian police manual. Again,
when discussing changes to the Police Act, we considered a discussion paper put out by
the National Children's and Youth Law Centre entitled "Police Questioning of Young
People - The Role of the Independent Adult" written by Robert Ludbrook. He refers to
police instructions around the states and territories, and highlights what is stated in the
police manual at the moment. It states that where the accused is a child or someone
under a disability more persuasive evidence is needed than ordinarily to prove that a
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confession is voluntary. It also stares that it is advisable always in such cases to conduct
the interview or obtain subsequent verification of the confiession. or other statement or
admission in the presence of an independent person. It is more important and appropriate
not to deal with the whole aspect of the questioning of young people in isolation but to
deal with all classes of vulnerable people in a similar way.
Mr D.L SMITH: As the Attorney General has quoted in patI will quote. the fir page
of the submission from the centre. It states -

It is a matter of deep concern to the Centre -

That is the National Children's and Youth Law Centre -

- that a Bill of such importance to children and young people should be hurried
through with so little time for those interested (including children and young
people who are likely to be affected by the legislation) to discuss and comment on
the Bill which makes significant changes to die juvenile justice system. No
discussion paper or issues paper has been released to the public even though this
Bill has been in preparation for more than a year. The Centre believes this failure
to obtain the views of children and young people and the failure to offer them
opportunities to discuss the proposals amounts to a breach of Art 12 of the UN
Convention which empowers children to express their views freely in all matters
which affect them and to have their views taken seriously.

I would like also to repeat to the Attorney what the Aboriginal Legal Service said about
her assurance. It said -

..the government now claims that it will include some youth rights in the
review of the Police Act at a later date. Legal services have little faith in this
promise. They have been fighting principally with the Police department for
these law reforms for the past 10 years and the Police still reject implementing
these basic rights in law.

Thke Attorney General has just told us that she is still having discussions with the Minister
for Police about what will be in the Police Act. However, she is not able to give any
assurance to this Chamber that any of the basic rights that concern us will be reflected in
the new Police Act. Indeed, she has not a clue what will be in the new Police Act
because neither she nor the Minister for Police has reached agreement over what is to be
in the new Police Act. Itris simply nonsense to come here and say that we should accept
what is in this legislation, because she is discussing with the Minister for Police what will
be in the new Police AcL. The fact of the matter is that everyone has been trying to get
police Ministers and police commissioners in this state to agree to the sorts of legislative
packages which have been accepted for years in every other state in Australia except
Tasmania. Given the position that the Attorney General and the Minister for Police take
on these sorts of things, I cannot see them reaching an agreement at all, because one is as
stubborn as the other. The Attorney General is about advocating a position rather than
asserting herself as Attorney in the way she should. She is the person in this state who is
responsible for the observance of the rule of law. We cannot leave it to police
commissioners and police Ministers to decide what will be the due process in police
custody. That is the role of the Government and the first law officer of the land- Too
often the Attorney General sees herself in the role of prosecutor and the person who must
deal with crime. That is not the Attorney's role; it is but part of the Attorney's role. The
rest of the Attorney's role is to make sure that the citizens of this state are protected from
government and law enforcement agencies that are not doing the right thing by the people
they are investigating. It is absolute, arrant nonsense for the Attorney General to say that
somehow or other all our concerns will be answered by amendments to the Police Act
when she is not able to give to this Parliament any statement that any of these rights will
be in the new legislation, If these discussions, allegedly going on with the Minister for
Police, are really taking place, one imagines that the Attorney General could look at (a)
to (b) in the amendments I will move later and say, "The Minister for Police, the Police
Commissioner and I have reached agreement about (a), (c) and (h), but we are still
discussing the rest of them." She is not even prepared to tell us that. She is asking us to
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accept bland assurances that somehow or other the discussions she is having with the
Minister will lead to some resolution of this issue. She will not give us any guarantee
about what will be in the amendments to the Police Act. That is simpiy not good enough
and why it is absolutely necessary for me to move the amendment to which I have
referred. I move -

Page 16, lines 17 to 21 - To delete the lines and substitute the following -

19. (1) The Commissioner of Police shall, subject to subsection (2), make rules,
orders, or regulations under section 9 of the Police Act 1892 in respect of the
apprehension of young persons suspected of having committed an offence and
their detention in custody.

(2) The rules, orders or regulations shall guarantee the rights of young persons
apprehended on suspicion of having committed an offence and detained in
custody, and in particular shall guarantee -

(a) the right to make a telephone call to a family member or friend
before being questioned by police;

(b) the right to make a telephone call to a legal adviser before being
questioned by police;

(c) the right to have an independent adult (other than a member of the
Police Force) present at police questioning;

(d) the right to prompt medical examination and 'hospital treatment
where necessary;

(e) the right to have bail and reasonable conditions considered without
delay;

(f) the right (if detained in custody) to have safety and welfare needs
monitored by police at regular intervals;

(g) the right to be treated in a dignified and humane way: and
(h) the right to have complaints against police investigated

independently of police.
(3) A member of the Police Force shall observe any such rules, orders or

regulations.
(4) If a court of law makes a finding that the rights referred to in the preceding

subclausc have not been met by a police officer or other investigating officer then
it may exclude any evidence obtained as a result of that apprehension or during
any period in custody following that apprehension.

Mr McGINTY: The response by the Attorney General to the request from our side that
the relevant rights now be incorporated in the Bill, or at least that she detail to this
Chamber what action she will take, is quite inadequate. It is appalling that having had
this matter debated extensively over a great number of years; having legislation in every
state in Australia except Tasmania; and having been put on notice as to this matter, the
Attorney General effectively comes into this Chamber and says, "We will do something
unspecified in relation to the Police Act." For her to say. "Trust mec and pass inferior or
substandard legislation" which does not adequately prescribe rights for young offenders
or young people in custody in this state is simply not acceptable. One could understand
that if this Young Offenders Bill were not trumpeted as a code regulating the way in
which the authorities will deal with young offenders and young people taken into
custody. One could understand it if it were to say in the Police Act or some other Act
that provisions will be made for these rights. We have continuously heard that this is the
Bill that will deal with the treatment of young offenders in Western Australia. We now
have an admission from the Attorney General that this Bill will be short in a very
important area. The Opposition has identified this area of the statutory provision of
fundamental human rights of young people in their dealings with police as being one of
the most important, if not the most important, clauses in this Bill. It is simply inadequate
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for the Attorney General to deal with it in such a cavalier fashion. By way of additional
justification for incorporating these rights in Statutes now, I refer to a few other
authorities in addition to the Victorian crimes Act, to which I have already referred, and
also the report of the State Government advisory committee on young offenders, and the
police questioning of juveniles report, to which I have already referred during the course
of this debate. One would thik that what the Law Society of Western Australia had to
say on this question might indicate to the Attorney that she is on the wrong path by not
incorporating these rights in this Statute. There is a range of rights, but the fundamental
one relating to young people is the right to make a phone call to let their parents know
where they are, the right in Statute to make a phone call to a lawyer so they can be
represented, and the right to have an adult present while they are being questioned or
processed under the law. They are fundamental rights that most people in Western
Australia think they already have, but the Law Society on this question stated -

In relation to the questioning of juveniles the provisions of the Bill are
inadequate.

So it is not just the Opposition; it is also the Law Society in this state saying that. The
report continues -

The stated theme of "fairness" in the second reading speech is not reflected in the
proposed provisions. The Society considers that it is not enough for the police to
be required to notify or attempt to notify a responsible adult before questioning a
juvenile. The proposed provision does not even allow the responsible adult, once
notified, sufficient time to be present at the questioning.
The provision should go further and require the presence of a responsible adult
during the questioning.

This Bill does not do that.
Mrs Edwardes: Which clause is the member talking about?
Mr McGINT: We are stating this should be incorporated by way of a direction to the
police commissioner, and I am spealking now to the amendment to clause 19. It is dealt
with inadequately in clause 20, and that is why we refer to directing the police
commissioner to make rules, orders or regulations prescribing these matters in a positive
way. The Law Society continues -

The provisions of clause 20 of the Bill only apply to young persons who have
been apprehended. The word "apprehended" is not defined, but presumably
means something different to "arrest". A definition of the word "apprehended" to
include requiring a young person to attend a police station seems necessary.

The report then continues -

No sanction is provided for any breach by a police officer of the requirements of
the section. The answers given to questions should be inadmissible if the section
is breached. In the view of the Society, Parliament is missing the opportunity of
prescribing the basic requirements of fairness which should be observed when the
police question young persons suspected of being involved in the commission of
offences.

The legal profession in Western Australia describes this Bill as inadequate, It does not
stop there. I have already referred during the course of the second reading speech to the
Commonwealth Crimes Act, which has application in Western Australia as it does
throughout the Commonwealth. The Crimes Act contains extensive provision of these
rights already in Statute, and the police in Western Australia are required to comply with
this in their dealings with young people, with people who are no longer young offenders
and, particularly, with Aboriginal and Tonres Strait Islanders.
I refer to section 23K of the Commonwealth Crimes Act of 1914. That section deals
exclusively -

Mrs Edwardes: Does it just deal with young people?
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Mr McCINTY: Yes.
Mrs Edwardes: How does it deal with other islander people?
Mr McGINTY:- I will come back to chat. I make the point that in the Victorian Crimes
Act and in the Commonwealth Crimes Act we have two very important pieces of
legislation which incorporate the principle to which we refer. It is legislation with a
separate section stating that it deals specifically with young people.
Mrs Edwardes: Is this in the Crimes Act?
Mr MeGINTY: This is in the Crimes Act.
Mrs Edwanies: Are vulnerable people also included in the Crimes Act?
Mr McGII'TY: Yes.
Mrs Edwanies: Altogether in the one Act?
Mr McGINTY: Not all vulnerable people are. We have specific reference in the
Commonwealth Crimes Act section 23K to persons under the age of 18. Provision is also
included for a right to an interpreter and a right for foreign nationals to communicate
with their consular office.
Mrs Edwardes: Are those for the non-English speaking people?
Mr McGINTY: Yes.
Mrs Edwardes: What about people with disabilities?
Mr McGINTY: No, it does not specifically deal with people with disabilities.
Mrs Edwardes: We will deal with people with disabilities.
Mr McGINTY: There are two problems. What we are dealing with here is, first -
Mrs Edwardes: The member is being inconsistent with his logic.
Mr McGINTY: This Act purports to be a code dealing with young offenders. The

inister wants us to pass it with a passing reference to some of these rights in clause 20.
which will be debated shortly. However, they are not given as rights; they are general
indicators of how police should conduct themselves. It is a half-baked inclusion of some
of these matters in this legislation which we consider to be inadequate. We have a Bill
dealing with young offenders. There is no equivalent Commonwealth Bill. If there were,
I would expect to see these rights included in that Commonwealth Bill. Section 23K of
the Commonwealth Crimes Act prescribes so far as young persons are concerned -

Mr Cowan: flat is the Act itself, not the regulations prescribed under the Act?
Mr McGINTY: No, this is the Commonwealth Crimes Act section 23K. It states -

If an investigating official:
(a) suspects that a person may have committed a Commonwealth offence -

and I will abbreviate it for the sake of time - and that that person is under the age of 18 -

the official must not question the person unless an interview friend is present
while the person is being questioned and, before the start of questioning, the
official has allowed the person to communicate with the interview friend in
circumstances in which, as far as practicable, the communication will not be
overheard.

It then goes on to define an interview friend as a parent or guardian, a legal practitioner, a
relative or friend of the person who is acceptable to the person, or if none of those is
available, an independent person. It continues to deal with Aboriginal offenders, to
provide that there is a requirement that the Aboriginal Legal Service must be notified if
an Aboriginal person has been apprehended. The Commonwealth Crimes Act, the
Victorian Crimes Act and comparable legislation of most other states, contain a specific
provision relating to young people because they need to be separately regulated. The big
problem here is that we cannot accept the expression by the Attorney General that
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something will be done in the future in die Police Act. We do not know whether what
will be done then will be adequate. We have heard the member for Mitchell refer to the
expressions of doubt and cynicism by some of the stakeholders in that decision. There is
sufficient justification for that because the Attorney's point would have some relevance if
clause 20 had not been put into the Bill. The Bill seeks in a half-baked, and in my view
completely inadequate, way to address the issue of notice to parents or responsible adults
of someone being taken into custody or charged. We cannot support what is contained in
clause 20 because it offends those very important principles.
The other matter I refer to, because some reference has been made to the Royal
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody, relates to clause 18 of the Bill which has
already been dealt with. It is important that the Committee know that this Bill will not
honour one of the recommendations of that royal commission. Recommendations 243
and 244 of that royal commission call upon the State Government to ensure that in the
case of Aboriginal youths detained by the police the Aboriginal Legal Service and the
parent or person responsible for the child be notified and that no interrogation take place
until the parent or guardian or, in their absence, an officer of the agency or organisation
charged with the responsibility of Aboriginal children is present. This legislation is silent
on that question. Significant criticism is mounting against this Government for its failure
to implement the recommendations of that royal commission as they pertain to
Aboriginal young offenders. Here is an opportunity to pick out of any of the other
legislation throughout Australia - the Commonwealth Crimes Act, the Victorian
legislation or legislation in any other state except Tasmania - a provision which expresses
that these are rights and they are not something which police can look at and ignore if
they want to. That is the standing with regard to the police routine orders. Evidence is
that the police have ignored this in the past. I refer to page 7 of the State Government
Advisory Committee on Young Offenders 1992 report titled "Police Questioning of
Juveniles" to which I referred previously. It provides that -

A 1988 survey of young people at Longmore Remand Centre and the Perth
Children's Court found that, even though SO% of juveniles requested a
relative or friend to be contacted the Police did so in only 29% of
instances, and often after questioning was completed. It also found that in
86% of interviews no adult other than Police Officers were present..

A more recent survey by Department for Community Services of admissions to
Longmore Remand Centre in May 1992 also found that approximately 80% of all
admission had been interviewed by Police with no one present. Such concerns
can only be allayed by strict adherence to rules governing the interview process.

That report indicates the current system is not working. We have a fundamental breach
of those rights that young people should have, yet we are being asked to pass legislation
which offends principle, the recommendations of the Royal Commission into Aboriginal
Deaths in Custody and the report to which I have referred simply on the basis that the
Government will look at it in the future, without any guarantee.
Mi- KOBELKE: I accept that the Attorney General has brought this legislation before the
Parliament with the best of intentions. I accept her good intention to introduce further
legislation dealing with the rights of people before the justice system so that these rights
can be recognised through a form of codification. However, it is not good enough only to
have good intentions. From a very early age my mother continually reminded me that the
road to hell is paved with good intentions. It is no good one saying one will do
something because one thinks it is a good idea. One must take steps to ensure that one
does what one thinks is good. An unfortunate problem of this Government is that
although it may set out with a good idea it does not have the ability to do the hard work
and consultation which is necessary to resolve the issue by coming up with a proposal
dial is well thought out and will actually work.
Members on this side of the Chamber have said the Attorney General must give an
indication of how far this matter has been advanced. It is not good enough for her to say
that these rights will be~dealt with in a Hill which will be introduced at a later date. The
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need to have these rights clearly stated is an ideal, but it is workable. The Opposition is
not suggesting it is a straightforward matter. Organisational problems will be
experienced in bringing forward a codification of these rights. Other states have done it
and this state is lagging behind them. The Opposition would like the Attorney General to
give more than lip service to the establishment of these rights which should be included
in this Bill. This amendment provides the Attorney General with the opportunity to do
that.
The amendment includes rights which one would expect to have. It suggests that a young
person who is detained in custody should have the right to make a telephone call to a
family member or friend before being questioned by police. I do not know how the
Attorney General can say that is unworkable. She made reference to the need to have
mobile phones. With the technology available today and the way police process young
people who are taken into custody there is surely no difficulty in allowing a person to
make a telephone call to a member of his or her family.
Mrs Edwardes: I was talking about the recommendation in the report by the State
Government Advisory Committee on Young Offenders. I was responding to the
comments of the member for Fremantle about the Commissioner of Police.
Mr KOBELKE: Does the Attorney envisage similar problems with paragraph (a) of the
amendment?
Mtrs Edwardes: It is something that will be discussed in terns of the operations of the
police.
Mr KOBELKE: That is the very point I am making. At this stage of the development of
this legislation and considering the Attorney has been in her position for 18 months, it is
not acceptable to say that it is something the Government will look at later. If she were
serious she would have done sufficient work to be able to explain how these matters are
being worked out between her, the Commissioner of Police and the people who have
input into the subject of people's rights.
Mrs Edwardes: I have stated that the Commissioner of Police and I are committed and
have taken action to review the Police Act as quickly as possible to ensure that the
perceived difficulties are overcome.
Mr KOBELKE: The Opposition is giving the Attorney the opportunity to make her work
easier by accepting this amendment. The amendment also proposes that a young person
who is detained in custody should have the right to make a telephone call to a legal
adviser before being questioned by police. It is something which young people on a diet
of too much American television assume is their right. Unfortunately, the Attorney
cannot bring herself to include this provision in this legislation.
The amendment also suggests that a young person detained in custody should have the
right to the presence of an independent adult - other than a member of the Police Force -
at police questioning. Again, the Attorney General gave an example of where the police
might find some other adult who happened to be in the vicinity at the time and ask him to
be present during the questioning. I do not see any difficulty with that so long as the
person understands he is there as an independent adult and not as a friend of the police
officers. On the odd occasion police have called on me to go to the local police station
while they have interviewed a young suspect. It is not the standard practice. In one case
I was called because it was apparent that a young suspect was about to make a confession
and the police wanted an independent witness present. I was happy to oblige in that case.
The amendment also proposes that a young person detained in custody should have the
right to prompt medical examination and hospital treatment where necessary. Members
would be aware of the cases over the last few years of young people who have died in
custody. People must be assured that it is their right to have prompt access to medical
treatment should it be necessary while they ame in police custody or some other form of
detention. The Opposition's amendment also proposes that young people detained in
custody should have the right to have bail on reasonable conditions considered without
delay. The Bail Act would uphold that and I cannot see any difficulty with this provision
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being included as a right of young people. The amendment also proposes that young
persons have the right, if detained in custody, to have safety and welfare needs monitored
by police at regular intervals. In light of the comments I have made it is perfectly clear
why this provision is necessary. I do not need to go over the recommendations of the
Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody.
The amendment also proposes that detained young people have the right to be treated in a
dignified and humane way. Given the sensational television coverage of various
incidents in this state members should be aware of the need for this right Young people
who come into the juvenile justice system should know that is a fundamental right. The
recommendation also proposes that young people detained in custody have the right to
have complaints against police investigated independently of police. Of course, this
refers to a mechanism not currently in place which leads to lengthy discussions. It is a
provision that this state must adopt at some time and the Opposition is suggesting that the
Government make that move now rather than delay it.
Mr McGINTY: I would like to hear from the Attorney General the view of the
Commissioner of Police on this question. She has been put on notice with regard to this
matter for some time, and if we are to seriously believe she is having earnest
conversations with the Minister for Police, we should know about a different view that
might be held by the new commissioner.
I also ask the Attorney General why she is including clause 20 in this Bill, If a real
attempt is made to provide in the Police Act these basic rights for people in custody - by
that I mean the right to make a telephone call and have an adult present if a juvenile is
involved, and notice to be given by the police to an adult or responsible person when a
juvenile is about to be questioned - why the half-baked attempt in clause 20 to include
some elements of those issues in the Bill? If the Bill were absolutely silent on these
questions, there would be some credibility to the view put by the Attorney General, but
the inclusion of clause 20 indicates the extent to which the Government is prepared to go
in respect of those rights.
I address a few questions in relation to the view of the member for Albany. I have tried
during the course of my contribution to this debate to tell the Attorney General she is
isolated in her opposition to including these rights in the legislation. Legislation
elsewhere throughout the country contains them, the legal profession in Western
Australia advocates them, and reports of government departments indicate that it is a
reasonable proposition. Even the alternative attorney general in this Chamber supports
the point of view we are putting forward. The member for Albany supports the notion
that these rights should be contained in the legislation, and that the current provisions of
this Bill are by implication inadequate. In November last year the member for Albany
wrote to the Fremantle Community Justice Group, in response to a letter in which it
raised the question of his attitude to these basic rights we are addressing in the form of
the amendment moved by the member for Mitchell. I will read the relevant parts of that
letter dated 26 November 1993 from the member for Albany -

I have long strongly supported the position that any person taken into custody by
the Police should have the right to at least one telephone call.
As a Lawyer who has practised fairly extensively in the criminal jurisdiction in
the last twenty years in this State, I have on many occasions argued that the
English Judges' rules which are reproduced in large part in Police routine orders
should be adhered to by all Police Officers at all times. In my view these require
Police Officers to give anyone who they detain the ability to contact a Solicitor or
some other person before being put questions which they may or may not
otherwise know that they have to answer.
On far too many occasions I and other defence Lawyers in this State have argued
in Courts before Magistrates or before Juries in the District Court and Supreme
Court that so called "confessions' obtained by Police Officers were obtained
under some sort of force or fraud, because the confession was not "voluntary".
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In my view much of this sort of argument is overcome partly technically by
having interrogations between Police Officers and suspects recorded, preferably
on video, but as that facility is available only in major Police Stations the other
essential requirement in my view is that Police Officers be required to inform a
person of certain basic rights when they are first apprehended and to afford them
the ability to communicate with someone of their choice, a Lawyer or otherwise,
by telephone before being questioned.
Therefore while you seek that I advise you my personal position, I am more than
happy to do so, and my personal position is not as a result of anything other than
my traiing and experience as a Lawyer of some twenty years standing.

The final sentence is the essence of it -
I mast certainly would support legislation which would give to people detained by
the police the rights to which I have referred.
Yours faithfully
KEVIN PRINCE
MEMBER FOR ALBANY

The point of view put by the member for Albany cannot be disagreed with, but I note
from Mansard that the member for Albany came dangerously close to disagreeing with it
himself. The following exchange took place on Thursday, 4 August 1994 in respect of
those rights, and is recorded at page 2758 of Mansard -

NIr McGINTY: That is likely to occur under the existing and proposed law which
leaves it to common law rather than having a statutory entrenchment of those
rights.
NIr Prince: After some years' experience in the criminal courts, I disagree.

Mr McGIhJTY: It may have been a little intellectual exercise on the. part of the member
for Albany, but I prefer his more considered, written view which properly reflects what
should be contained in this legislation. Let us deal with the fundamental principles
involved. If this amendment were accepted, firstly, it would mean that community
criticism of the Police Force would be less credible. Statutory rights would be provided
in black and white, everyone would know what those rights were and would know that
they were legal rights. That would avoid the problem of people accusing police of not
complying with their own routine orders. The current system, of necessity, drags the
police into disrepute. The best way to solve the problem is to have everything crystal
clear, with accepted rights spelt out, so that everyone knows exactly where they stand.
Through community policing and other initiatives in recent times, we have seen moves to
give the Police Force greater credibility in the community. This amendment would
achieve that objective.
Secondly, we all want to involve parents and the community in these matters. One way
in which they could be most immediately involved is by giving a young person who is
apprehended the right to have an adult member of the community present, and the right
and duty to contact his or her parents so that they are involved from step one of the whole
process. In the Joe Dethridge incident in the Fremantle police lockup, his jaw would not
have been broken if the police had been under an obligation to contact his parents, or had
given him the right to telephone them and ask them to come to the police station. There
are concrete examples of the need for this provision. It involves parents dealing with
their children at the point of apprehension and not after questioning has finished. We
have established that too many young people taken into custody are not afforded these
basic rights at the moment. Thirdly, we have the problem alluded to by the member for
Albany in the letter to which I referred; that is, many prosecutions may be frustrated by
involuntary confessions obtained without the presence of an adult, a telephone call being
made, or notice being given to an adult.
it frustrates the whole criminal justice system. It can well mean that many people who
should be convicted are not, because the police have not acted in accordance with the
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correct principle and procedure and run the risk of having that confession thrown out
when it gets to the court. Ear each of those reasons the Attorney should think hard again
about why she is not including these basic rights in this legislation. The Opposition
cannot support this provision as it stands for the simple reason that it is offensive to
principle and is substandard to what applies elsewhere throughout the Commonwealth.
The Attorney General's response has been inadequate on this point.
Mr D.L. SMITH: The debate so far amply demonstrates why this legislation should be
referred to a select committee. It has been cobbled together and the Attorney cannot
answer many of the questions that arise from some of the cobbled provisions. They are
matters we should be discussing in a select committee of a few people rather than holding
up the Chamber in the way we have had to do and will to continue to do. I urge the
Leader of the House to consider making sonic offer about guaranteeing this Bill will go
to the Legislation Committee of the other place before being debated in that place. We
would then perhaps have some opportunity to expedite its movement through Committee.
The Attorney has said that the New Zealand model is a welfare model; it is actually a
combination welfare and justice model and if one reads the Attorney's second reading
speech, one realises that she sees that as a very successful model. The problem with the
Attorney's legislation is that it is a poor imitation of the New Zealand model. The New
Zealand legislation has 29 clauses spread over 13 pages dealing with exactly what the
Opposition is seeking to incorporate in the amendment moved in relation to this clause. I
cannot understand why every other State of Australia except Tasmania has this provision,
and why the New Zealand legislation can have such extensive provisions, but after 18
months as the Attorney, she is still only able to tell us she is having discussions with the
Minister for Police and hopes sometime this year, next year or sometime in the future -
the usual undertaking - to bring in a Bill that deals with these issues. Neither the
Opposition nor the Law Society accepts that and most of the people who are involved
with juvenile crime in Western Australia do not believe her. Regrettably we are being
forced, in a way, to do the drafting for her to include those things, and to delay the
Chamber because she has not done her job. The Attorney has not consulted widely
enough. She has not considered the issues personally and she has not come here prepared
for the Committee. I urge members to support the amendment which does nothing more
than restate those principles which are accepted in most of the western jurisdictions that
have a common law system.
Amendment put and negatived.

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit again, on motion by Mrs Edwarles (Attorney
General).

Sitting suspended from 6.05 to 730 pm

JOINT STANDING COMMITT'EE ON COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
Membership, Council's Message

Message from the Council received and read notifying the membership of the joint
standing committee elected by that House.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) DILL (No 1)
Second Reading - Budget Debate

Resumed from 4 August.
MRS HALLAHAN (Armadale - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [7.33 pm]: I draw
members' attention to the publication of the Western Australian Council of Social
Service's "WACOSS News". It says of the 1994-95 state Budget: Mushroom or
toadstool? Those at WACOSS are concerned about the effect of this second Budget upon
people in the community who are in greatest need and families who need the support of a
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reasonable and responsible government. It seems to me that we do not have that here. I
hope the people of Helena will make a very firm judgment to send borne the message to
this Government that it cannot mislead and create greater difficulties for Western
Australians and then be rewarded.
The revenue windfall is unexpectedly high, well over $200m. This Government has the
capacity not only to carry out programs which will be of benefit to the community
broadly, but also to relieve the pressures on those who have found the recession a very
difficult period. In this, the International Year of the Family, we would expect some
measure of that unanticipated windfall in revenue to be directed towards those who have
found the prevailing economic conditions difficult. That is the case for many Western
Australian families on low incomes, many of whom have been forced to depend on
Federal Government pensions and benefits.
These people believe the $50 levy an motor vehicles should be abolished. From my
contact with people living in the Helena electorate, as is the case with people living in
Armadale, I have heard very strongly held views that the $50 levy should be removed
immediately. Instead of having that levy continue for another seven years the
Government should be prepared to give a promise to lift the levy, given the unexpected
windfall income now at its fingertips. That $50 levy is such an iniquitous tax because it
was used primarily and in a potent way to draw attention to the 1980s and WA Inc and to
make sure that it remains indelibly imprinted on the voters' consciousness. The
Government must take account of the fact that that potency has been lost and people are
now rejecting it. They are aware of this $200m-plus increase in revenue.
Many families are two-car families, not by choice but because the public transport system
which improved markedly under the previous Labor government is still not adequate to
enable people to move around as they would like. Many families who can ill afford it
have more than two older vehicles. I am thinking of those in Arniadale where the
breadwinner is a tradesperson and needs another vehicle to enable that person to go about
his or her business. Those people resent the surcharge and do not believe there is any
further necessity for it. They believe they are being unfairly penalised by a very uncaring
government.
Another issue which interestingly enough affects Armadale and Helena is road trains; it
is absolutely consuming people's interests and concerns, because they believe that road
trains will create enormous traffic hazards and, indeed, that the accidents that will surely
result are avoidable. They are worried that it will result in the deaths of young children
and elderly people, because the Government will not listen to what the people think are
commonsense concerns, and that the Minister for Transport remains absolutely
committed to the introduction of road trains and apparently is supported not only by his
colleagues in the National Party, but also by the Premier and members of the Liberal
Party. People in Armadale and Roleystone are not at all impressed by the smokescreen
of the member for Roleystone, Mr Fred Tubby, moving for a select committee on the
question of road trains and heavy haulage, even though people are worried about both
matters. Their view is that the proposed select committee has been put in place very
hurriedly as a result of the Helena by-election. On the day that the date of the Helena by-
election was announced we had in this House the member for Roleystone announcing
that he would move to form a select committee. He has not yet done so.
People are certainly worried about a number of mactens. They are worried about the road
that comes in from the great southern, Albany Highway, and its gradient as it comes
down through Bedfordale and joins up with the intersection of Albany Highway,
Annadale Road and South West Highway. It is a particularly busy intersection. A
meeting of about 60 people occurred quite spontaneously recently; it was called together
by two outstanding women, Margaret Goniersall and Trish Nicholls, whom I had not met
before, but who were so concerned about the likely death and injury that could result
from road trains that they asked people to contact them if they were similarly concerned.
They were inundated with calls. They called that fairly spontaneous meeting on Saturday
afternoon to which about 60 people came. From that meeting we are moving on to a
public meeting on 24 August. I have asked the Minister for Transport if he would be
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prepared to allow an officer from the Main Roads Department to address that meeting.
People have many concerns, not the least of which is the width of the road down which
these road trains will come, the speed at which heavy haulage vehicles and road trains
travel, and the braking capacity of the vehicles. It is clear that the braking capacity is not
sufficient for laden vehicles approaching the red lights at the very busy intersection to
which I have referred. At Saturday afternoon's public meeting about every fourth or fifth
person who spoke told of how they had seen vehicles with brakes on fire or vehicles
rolling through red lights at the intersection. People talked about the possibility of death
and injury. They imagine their children, husbands, wives, fathers and mothers involved
in fatal accidents. So the issue is of very serious concern to the electorate, even though a
permit has not been issued by the Minister for Transport for entry into that part of the
metropolitan area. Permits have been issued for road trains coming in through the
Midland end of the metropolitan area and I understand those people are also very
concerned, although I have not met them. I believe that many people within the scat of
Helena have similar very grave reservations indeed, yet despite that, we have this
Government carrying out the commitment it gave to the Road Transport Association and
ignoring the concerns of the people who will be most directly affected by it.
It is not just a question of roads breaking up. The town planner from the City of
Annadale wrote what I thought was a very considered letter to the local newspaper
putting forward a number of problems associated with heavy haulage, including the lack
of overtaking lanes, and the need for heavily laden trucks to go slowly which therefore
causes an enormous build-up of other vehicles which cannot overtake. I understand the
Minister for Transport went to look at the situation. Those people in the bus on that
inspection tour - leading community citizens - witnessed vehicles going around those
heavily laden trucks as the drivers became impatient at being held up. All the ingredients
are there for disastrous results if the Minister for Transport and, indeed, the abinet and
the Premier do not intervene and go back to the existing system of bringing heavy loads
from the great southern and other areas into the metropolitan area. It has worked well.
Apart from the fact that the Road Transport Association lobbied for the proposal -
apparently it is a very great supporter of the Liberal Party and the National Party - the
undertaking has been at the expense of metropolitan residents and there seems to be no
sense to it. The so-called efficiencies in transport are offset by the extra expense on the
outlay of widening roads, the safety treatment of intersections and additional policing
that will be necessary.
A number of concerns have been expressed about the effect of the proposal on the
schools that are on the proposed moad and on the elderly people who live in areas
surrounding the proposed road, there is a general concern for their well being, which is
well founded and comes from a genuinely caring community. If the Court Government
refuses to respond to genuine concerns, it deserves to experience a very serious setback
in the forthcoming Helena by-election. On the question of road trains, I would like
placed on the record the fact that residents told me they believed Stop signs leading onto
Albany Highway were being replaced by signs that said something like 'Watch out for
heavy vehicles". Quite clearly there has been a change of policy within the Main Roads
Department, to the extent that Stop signs have been replaced Residents thought that it
was not at all helpful and that, given the nature of the vehicles coming down the
gradients and the curving nature of the road alignment, the Stop signs should not have
been taken away. Again, of course, it was done without any consultation with local
people; it was a high-handed action and they certainly do not appreciate it.
Members may be aware that the Local Government Association of Western Australia has
passed a vote of no confidence in the Minister for Transport on this very issue. It is
regrettable that he is still clearly of the view that road trains are the best way of carrying
heavy loads and large tonnages and that he does not see the need to desist from this until
other road alignments have been created. I understand he believes theme should be a new
road alignment around the town of .Jarrahdale. I also understand that the proposed rout
is not yet a gazetted road alignment and there is a long process to go through before that
can be created. Inhmy view the hazards are so great that road trains shouldunot be
allowed until such a new road alignment has been created.
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I cannot see how one can justify proceeding with further road train trials - I understand
the Minister has indicated they will take place in October - when a select committee is to
be established, apparently as a result of discussion within the coalition parties' meeting
room. If there were a genuine desire to examine this matter in a thorough and
comprehensive way, a commensurate statement would be made that road trains will not
be allowed until the outcome of that select committee's work is known. People are
rnobilising in communities to hold meetings - in a way I have not seen before; it is the
topic of conversation everywhere I go in Armadale - in order to establish what strategies
can be used to prevent road trains being introduced there. People will come up with
some very good ideas, I am sure. I suppose they are still acting in the belief that the
Government wilt listen to their concerns if they can raise them to a level sufficient for
there to be a responsible Cabinet decision to ensure that the Minister for Transport desists
from this course.
Members may not have seen the letter written on 23 November 1993 to the Road
Transport Association by the Minister for Transport, Hon Eric Chariton. It must have
been written within days of Mr Chariton being sworn in as Minister. He is writing to
Mr Layton and it reads in pant as follows -

As I indicated to you during the lead up to the election and to initiate our transport
policy undertaking, I have made arrangements concerning road train access to
certain destinations in the metropolitan area.
I assure your association that I would like to see such access introduced as
quickly as possible in order to improve transport productivity.
As a result of my enquiries. Main Roads will set up limited trials to test where the
terminals of Canning Vale, Kwinana and Kewdale can be made accessible to road
trains from country regions under controlled conditions.

That letter was not broadcast to the community initially. However, it became available
during the earlier part of this year. It has on it a number of asterisks and refers to a
number of additional local governments that no-one had previously thought would be
affected by road train Drials. This letter has caused an enormous stir. The people of
Armadale have been very interested to see why they must fight what they think is a
mindless decision and why they have been very much unsupported by the member for
Roleystone whom they expected to take up their case in the government party room.
However, they now know the outcome of those discussions - a committee! They see this
as a political response by the Government prior to a by-election in the electorate of
Helena, which is also markedly affected by road trains.
I refer now to the callousness of the Court Government as exemplified by the astonishing
decision by the Minister for Community Services to cut the funding to the proposed
family centre. in Tijuana Road, Armadale. That is an area within both the electorate and
the City of Armnadale in which families are Struggling most. It is largely a new housing
area where people are raking on home ownership and struggling to meet their mortgage
repayments as well as all the other things connected with establishing a new home such
as buying new furnishings, establishing grounds and looking after young children's
needs. They do not have a spare cent. Those people are also affected by the $50 motor
vehicle third party insurance levy. The area borders on the very large new area known as
Wungong.
Several members inteijected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mrs HALLAfIAN: It is an area regarded on many criteria as one of very high needs.
Nobody has disputed that, including the Minister for Community Development.
However, he has apparendly written to the City of Armadale saying that the Government
will not fund the building of a new family centre. I remind members that one of the
programs being conducted in family centres is for four year olds. Equally important are
the community meeting rooms and facilities that new communities historically have not
had. The Labor government set in place family centres so there could be very pleasant
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meeting rooms and a titan to the community. That proposed facility in Armadale has
been slashed this month by the Minister for Community Development. That decision has
not been well received by the City of Armadale, the residents of Wungong or anybody
else associated with dhe long consultation that went into the proposed establishment of
that family centre.
In 1992 the City of Armadale agreed to part fund the infant health centre that was to
adjoin the family centre. The current infant health centre is in the centre of the town of
Armadale. No close parking is available and for parents with two or three small children,
visiting the centre becomes a logistical nightmare to get the children from their vehicle
across a busy road to the health centre. That centre was to be relocated into the West
Armadale Eanmily Centre adjacent to where people are living. If they were one parent
families, one car families or no car families they could have accessed die best possible
facilities for their young children and for meeting other members of the community and
been able to use the infant health centre. That has all been destroyed apparently on the
basis that the Minister for Community Development is considering funding a place in
Townley Street, and another centre, Minnawarra House, which is not near the Wungong
area. It is too far to walk for the families who do not have a second car for daytime use.
Minnawarra House is a well established community facility, the establishment of which I
was closely associated with, and has an enormous range of courses and programs for the
community. Interestingly, it is located in the electorate of the member for Roleystone. I
hope that the decision to take away funding from an area of intense need has not been
made on the basis that it will go to a centre in the electorate of the member for
Roley stone.
Again, parking and accessibility will be a problem for families in the Wungong area.
Many families will not be able to access the programs at Minnawarra House or at
Townley Street. The Minister has been shameful in the way he has handled this matter
and, I understand, very high-handed in his negotiations with the City of Armadale. The
member for Roleystone should stand condemned on two significant issues for the
population in that important regional centre in the south east corridor: First, his lack of
representation on the road trains issue; and, secondly, his seeming complicity in taking
funds from an area of very high need and relocating them to his elecitorate and to an area
which is bounded by shopping centres and very little residential development. so that it is
not convenient to many families who would benefit from the programs that the family
centre would have provided.
I do not know how we will get a different outcome now because I am losing my
optimism about the ability of this Government to respond in a commonsense and decent
way. It was elected to govern not on behalf of its mates, but on behalf of all Western
Australians. Some very peculiar decisions are being made which impact very harshly on
those people who can least afford any detriment to their quality of life or to their
incomes. However, they experienced it in the frst Court Budget. The transport costs for
people living in that outer metropolitan area, going as far as Jarrabdale, were increased
astronomically by the first Court Budget. That has continued. Pensioners and students
have been hit very hard indeed. It seems that this Government does not take its
responsibility for preventing social problems at all seriously. We have heard a lot of
rhetoric about support for the family. However, the impact of those policies on the seat
of Armadale is an indication that this Government is doing all it can to create enormous
stresses for families which could lead to their break up, and to huge increases in juvenile
crime. We heard in the election campaign a lot of rhetoric from some members opposite
about crime. However, there is no commitment to doing anything that will reduce the
incidence of juvenile crime or increase support for families.
On that note, I express regret at the lack of police resources in the Armadale region. It is
a large geographic region and is very understaffed by police. I have spoken before on
this matter in this House. As I said earlier, the family centre has been taken from that
area and the area is also understaffed by police. One can understand why more and more
criticism is being directed at the Court Government. I suppose one of the developing
characteristics of the Court Government is that it makes promises which it has no
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intention of keeping. For instance, last week, when a by-election for the electorate of
Helena was announced, the Premier said that no school in that electorate would be
closed. A cartoon in the weekend newspaper captured very well the spirit of that
promise; it depicted the Premier saying that no school would be closed in the Helena
electorate, and, in the background, people looking at each other and asking how they
could cause a by-election to be held in their electorates because it seemed that only by
creating a by-election would it be possible for their schools to be protected from closure.
It is bizarre that cartoonists depict government decision making in that way. it reminds
me of the way John Major was being projected in all of the media in England when I was
there a month ago. What is developing here, I suspect, is the potential for the Court
Government to be likewise characterised for its lack of integrity and of commitment to
anything that it says, except for those issues which include its closest allies.
As I said, during the election campaign we heard the extraordinary promise of 800 extra
police in one term of government. The debate earlier today revealed that fewer than 40
have been delivered in the first two Budgets and there are only two Budgets to go before
the next state election. No sensible explanation was given today in the debate about how
760 additional police officers would be provided in the two remaining Budgets, despite
the $200m excess in revenue which has come the Government's way as a result of
improved economic conditions. Understandably, the Premier was very defensive, in fact,
nearly hysterical, in his assertion that his commitment would be met That was coupled
with his unfounded allegations about our funding of the Police Force when we were in
government. Everyone can see that in the electorate's perception there has been a
breakdown in the Government's credibility. I guess that is because the community was
receptive to a few of the promises that were made. It was receptive understandably to
better management, to open government and to more police, but this Government has
failed to deliver on any of those commitments.
Mr Johnson interjected.
Mrs HALLAHAN: The members who interject should get their own houses in order and
whip their Ministers into order in the party room, rather than say inane things in this
place. it would be better if they ensured their party's integrity by insisting that the
Government do a better job in carrying out its responsibilities to the community than it
has done in the first 18 months in government. We could all make excuses about new
governments because it is a difficult job. However, there has been time for the
Government to settle in to the responsibilities and the complexities of governing. I
would have expected to see by now a much more consistent and genuine attempt to put in
place policies enunciated during the election campaign than we have seen so far. The
Premier should be condemned for his absolute hypocrisy in promising last week at
Foncastfield that no school in the Helena electorate would be closed while at the same
time not giving a similar undertaking to the people in other electorates.
Another aspect of undertakings given is the issue of violence on trains. People along the
south east corridor of the metropolitan area believe that they should be able to travel
safely on rains. The coalition gave an undertaking prior to the last general election that
people would be able to travel safely on trains, that more police would be provided and
that a reduction in the number of offences would occur somehow or other we were to
have miracles under a Court Government. Sadly, no such miracles have occurred and
violence is increasing in some areas. Although everyone gives great credit to the Labor
government for the electrification of the railway system, which is serving the Annadale,
Fremantle and Joondalup lines very well, the safety issue is detracting from what would
otherwise be a marvellous community asset. What does the Government intend to do
about that? We hear no expressions of concern or proposed remedies from the
Government. What undertaking would have been given last weekend had the railway
line threaded its way through Foriestfleld, Maida Vale and High Wycombe into
Midland? We might have seen a significant increase in the resourcing and security staff
on trains in that circumstance. I am not one given to cynicism because it is a cancerous
quality which sits alongside sarcasm, which is also a very unattactive quality.
Nevertheless, if the railway line had run through more communities in the Helena
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electorate, we might very well have had promises made for safety improvements in that
service by now. We might have heard a claim similar to die Premier's ingenuous claim
that no school closure would occur in the Helena electorate.
I understand that the Premier has been conducting some polling - some people told me
about this last week after they were telephoned - and he may be astonished to discover
that people are not too impressed by his record on promises made. Although people want
benefits for the community and shortcomings addressed, they do not regard the Premier's
promises as statesmanlike or exhibiting leadership qualities. People do not believe that
die Premier should make such promises about one electorate and neglect the wattles of
parents and community groups in other parts of Western Australia. The fair go principle
applies across the Western Australian community, and people do not regard the Premier's
shallow promises as a fair go for all.
in conclusion, the Government in this Budget has extraordinary additional income which
provides the capacity to remove the $50 levy. My advice to the Government, for
whatever it is worth, is that it is good political and economic sense to remove a levy
which has outlived its potency. The Government would do itself a great deal of good
because people would appreciate the removal of the levy. It would relieve many genuine
cases of hardship in families without the income to pay more than is absolutely
necessary.
Mr Cowan: You should not have lost the money in the first place!
Mrs 1-ALLLAHAN: Mr Deputy President -

Mr Cowan: Try Deputy Speaker - bring yourself into 1994!
Mrs HALLAHAN: I am pleased that some sensitivity can be seen on the Government
benches. I thought all Government members were bone selfish and hypocritical without
general concerns. Perhaps that interjection means that a smidgin - not much - of
sensitivity resides opposite. I am an optimistic person and believe in the best in human
nature. I believe that some integrity - not much - can be found on the Government
benches. As members opposite have the mantle of responsibility on their shoulders, we
expect them to do a good job for all Western Australians, not just their friends at the
Road Transport Association and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry; these are the
groups which totally aided and abetted the Government in misleading the Western
Australian community prior to the last election. Also, can anyone tell me when the
People for Fair and Open Government are now? These must be the most misleading
individuals in the Western Australian community.
Members opposite should be carrying out their undertakings and not abusing the great
trust placed in them to improve the safety of die Western Australian people, at home, in
the street and when travelling. The Government should increase the resources allocated
to the Police Force as was promised, as this blatant disregard of a promise has not been
dealt with in a satisfactory way in two Budgets. The Government's record on integrity
and money management has been sadly lacking.
MR PENDAL (South Perth) [8.17 pm]: Like other Government members, I express my
congratulations and admiration for the content of the second Budget of this Government,
especially in the light of the most extraordinary circumstances left in the wake of the
previous government's reign. The Government should be commended for much of its
actions to bring some health back to the financial affairs of this state.
Firstly, I shall refer briefly to three payments contained in the State Budget in which I
have some interest. I congratulate the Government for allocating $2m for a performing
arts centre at Coma Senior High School. This allocation was a long time comning. It was
first proposed 13 years ago following the closure of Bentley Senior High School; many
students from that school transferred to Coma Senior High School, and the quid pie quo
was that money would be spent on a performing arts centre at Coma. Unfortunately, that
proposal was ignored for 10 years during the life of three Labor governments, but I
express thanks to the Government for redeeming the situation in this Budget.
I also congratulate the Government for an allocation about which I feel some pride:
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When in opposition I persuaded my colleagues to make a commitment - it appears in the
State Budget this year - for $800um over a number Of years to deep sewer the parts of the
metropolitan area not currently provided with such a service. Of course, that proposal
will not only have an impact on the sewerage system itself, but also will relieve pressure
enormously on the river system.
Members will be aware that there are problems with both the Canning and the Swan
rivens. Pant of that problem historically has been the contaminants that go into the river
system because we lack a fully deep sewered outer metropolitan area. That was a major
commitment for any government to have made, and from the role that came to me while
we were in opposition, I am delighted to see its inclusion in the Budget.
The third matter I want to touch on is the commitment of $9.lm to the central city
historic precinct and the restoration work that has won the interest of the Premier. I hope
members will not see it as inappropriate that I take some pride in the fact that I put that
forward in opposition when we saw the opportunity to retain that unique part of the
central business district comprising many buildings that came to us from colonial times.
I certainly never expected in the financial circumstances of the day to see the
Government move as quickly as it did to redeem that pledge. I again congratulate the
Government.
Mr Blaikie: I was one of those people who happened to be in the shadow Cabinet at the
time who witnessed die verve with which the member for South Perth put his arguments.
I do not think any government would have been game enough to ignore the
representation the member made. It is obvious that the State's heritage is pretty
important to the member, and full credit to him.
Mr PENDAL: That very generous interjection from the member for Vasse was not
planned but I can assure him I will be willing to recompense him with a glass of
champagne later tonight for having said it.
I want to refer to two non-financial issues, both of which are touched on indirectly in the
Budget. The first is commonwealth-state relations, which the Premier spent some time
discussing, and the second relates to the growth of the wine industry in Western Australia
and the opportunity that presents if we have the good sense to take advantage of it.
The time has arrived in Western Australia when in a far more proactive sense we must
take the fight up to the Commonwealth on this hoary chestnut that we see in
commonwealth-state financial relations. One of the things I would like to see done to set
the agenda on the national scene would be to sponsor on the part of all the states, and led
by the Premiers, an all states constitutional convention. That might then lead to a reform
of the Commonwealth Constitution, but on our terms. In seven years' time we will
celebrate 100 years of the federation. Already it is the Commonwealth which is setting
die agenda for what might or might not occur with reform post-2001. That is a great pity,
and there might well be a chance for us to set the agenda if Western Australia were to call
an all states constitutional convention to produce solutions in a bipartisan way, one would
hope, among the Premiers and Chief Ministers - eight in all - so the states and territories
are in a position to go into the year 2001 with some positive agenda items of their own.
We ar often seen, rightly or wrongly, as being on the back foot in this area. That is a
subject close to the heart of most Liberal and National Party members of this Parliament
and I suspect of many Labor members of Parliament, but too often we are seen to be
reacting and responding to Canberra. This state has the wherewithal, the intellectual
capacity and creativity to do far better than dhat. For example, there axe probably four or
five major areas of concern in which we need reform. Without such reform we are
destined to turn this federation into some form of political eunuch.
I will quickly enumerate some of those areas where we need to reform and where we
could be 'setting an agenda and gaining the support and approbation of the states and
territories so that we go to the Commonwealth in an united way. The first requirement of
any constitutional reform in Australia must be some modification or even abolition of the
external affairs power of the Commonwealth Constitution. We have seen this power
abused to the highest extent over the past 40 or 50 years, and in no more dramatic sense
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did we see the abuse than when the Hawke government - I might say the Fraser
government was not much better - applied it to the Tasmanian darn dispute. It was
ultimately taken to the High Court anid it was almost predestined that the states would
lose. The abolition or modification of that external power is a must.
The second matter that should concern every member of this House is the appointment of
High Court judges. I will ask members in sporting parlance if they went along to an
Eagles versus Essendon football match and week in week out they found that Victoria
was providing the umpires, what response would that evoke from the public of Western
Australia?
Dr Turnbull: That is what happens in Collie. Bunbury provides the umpires for the final,
and we do not win.
Ir PENDAL: The member for Collie is in a position to have some sympathy with what I
am talking about.
It must be one of the fundamental refonns we see in the federal compact. A few years
ago a constitutional amendment was passed overwhelmingly across Australia which
required the federal government of the day to at the very least consult the states. In fact,
that was how Sir Ronald Wilson became the first Western Australian in something like
80 years to be appointed to the High Court. Without that requirement for consultation I
doubt that in 1994 there would have been a Western Australian appointed to the High
Court. That must be one of the fundamental demands of a reform agenda.
The third imperative is that we must design a new government income scheme for the
states. We have seen their capacity to levy or tax slowly whittled away to the point now
where most of the states' taxing mechanisms are of an irritant value. At the same time
we have seen the responsibilities of the states exploding or expanding to the point where
the two simply have an incapacity to meet. We need a realistic growth tax. Sir William
McMahon gave the states payroll tax in the 1960s and everyone applauded him. As the
member for Geraldton interjected, what a mistake that was! It was not in place for more
than three or four years before everyone realised we had been sold a pup. The pup has
grown into a huge dog to the point where now many states desire to see the abolition of
that tax because of its regressive nature.
The fourth area that requires historic reform is the section 96 grants. Liberal policy is
that section 96 prants are acceptable. In fact, the founding fathers of the Constitution
would not have inserted that provision to give the Commonwealth, in limited ways, the
right to dictate die terms of spending, if it was never to be used. However, the founding
fathers never envisaged that it would be used, and indeed abused, to the point that it has
been. Therefore, any agenda which the states might put together for ultimate
constitutional reform must include that issue. Without those fundamental reforms, and a
few more into which I do not have time to go tonight, the Australian federation is
doomed. We have seen too often the states work at cross purposes, even among people
who have the states' interests at heart and who want to see the states survive into the
second centenary, but that will occur only if we have that united front.
Premiers' Conferences used to be conducted without the presence of the Commonwealth
Government. Every year. Premiers from around Australia would get together at the
Premiers' Conference and they would, in die absence of the Commonwealth, be able to
work out those strategies which would take the fight up to the central government. That
has been allowed to be overtaken, I regret to say largely by the states themselves.
Members may recall that in the early 1970s, Sir Henry Bolte sponsored the first of the
constitutional conventions. He envisaged that the Commonwealth would not be present
at thos meetings. It was only subsequently that Sir William McMahon, as Prime
Minister, was talked into supporting the concept of constitutional conventions, and the
ultimate result was that the Commonwealth eventually came to dominate even those
conventions, as it does everything else. In that respect, we must break loose of the
security blankets which we have built up around ourselves. We must set the pace. We
must propose our own agenda for the things that we want to see post-2000. In the final
analysis, unless we do put together that log of claims, if we want to put it that way, for
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the survival of the federation, we will forever be in that mendicant status in which we
have been for so long.
The final matter I will address is the wine industry in Australia. One of the benefits of
overseas travel, of which I have been a particularly vigorous advocate in the past few
years, is that it exposes people to new and fresh ideas. I saw while I was in France
recently an opportunity open for Western Australia. Everyone will be aware that France
is one of the premium wine growing regions of the world. It has now been discovered, as
a result of a study conducted at the University of Antwerp, that the grapes in some of the
older vineyards in the premium and major wine growing districts in the South of France
have been contaminated because of their proximity to motorways, to the point where that
wine has become a health hazard. Many people may say that wine is a health hazard of
its own accord, but here there is the additional problem that the grapes are now becoming
what they call archives of the air environment because the pollutants in the surrounding
atmosphere have become encapsulated into the grapes; and when one thinks about it, that
makes a lot of sense. However, that means doom for that region, because I understand
that about 19 vintages are affected.
That will give Western Australia an extraordinarily good opportunity, because nowhere
on die face of the earth does agricultural production take place in cleaner and more
pristine circumstances. Even what we would regard as the polluted Swan Valley is by
world standards in pristine condition. The conditions in the south west and the great
southern, which are becoming major wine growing regions in a national sense, must give
rise to that opportunity. I understand that Western Australia produces less than two per
cent of the Austraian wine output, which is worth about $350m nationally and between
$7m and $9m to Western Australia. That industry is still in its infancy, yet its reputation
precedes it. When I was in Paris, I had some discussions with the Australian Ambassador
to France, and to my pleasant surprise what he did know about Western Australia was its
wine growing regions. He mentioned specifically the brand names of a number of wines
from the Capel area in Western Australia. Any person who has spent any time in
England will know that the brand name Jacobs Creek, which is regarded as a fairly
modest wine by Australian standards, is all the rage in the United Kingdom because it is
capable of going into that market at a relatively cheap price, which is not always the case
for wines which come from the areas of Europe to which I have referred. Th'lerefore, the
consciousness levels have risen enormously. I understand that Qantas now flies around
the world with Killerby wines, and to make that sort of breakthrough, given the captive
audience that it has -

Mr Osborne: Can you mention where Killerby wines come from?
Mr PENDAL: The member for Bunbury is, like many of us, a proud parochialist. I am
happy to say that Killerby wines come from just south of Bunbury. That company was
founded 15 or 20 years ago and produces wines of world significance. The information
which is coming out of the Australian wine industry review which is being conducted at
present indicates that the world is at the feet of the Australian wine industry. We now
have a fabulous opportunity to expand into parts of the world in which we previously
could never have dreamed of competing. The pollutants that are now putting at risk the
good name of French wines are also bobbing up in the Napa Valley in California. which
is one of the great wine producing regions of the world, and that pollution problem,
which is horrific, is having an effect now on that wine growing region. Th'lat represents
an opportunity particularly for Western Australia, because when we start from a very
small base - and I am aware that you, Mir Acting Speaker (Mr Day) represent a part of the
state which is now becoming increasingly important for the same produce - we have the
opportunity to increase in much larger proportions. I urge the Minister for Primary
Industry to have a look at that. In a very health conscious world, where people are
relying more and more on clean produce, the Western Australian - and in the wider sense,
the Australian - industry has that opportunity before it
I congratulate the Government on its overall budgetary sense. I was amused, to say the
least, to hear the previous speaker talk in such heartfelt and emotive terms about the
imposition of the $50 levy. I do not like the levy any more than she does. My
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constituents do not like it any more than her constituents do, but chat levy would never
have been imposed were it not for the financial recklessness we see in the news bulletins
as lawe as tonight, and if chat behaviour had not occurred in the first place. In the
circumstances, financially at Jean, the Government has done some excellent things. Its
commitment to debt reduction is leading the rest of Australia. Debt was hardly talked
about in Australia until the then Western Australian opposition focused upon it three or
four years ago. We have now states such as Western Australia, South Australia and
others, including Queensland, talking proudly about how they have been able to bring
down their level of debt. It is no different from a domestic sense. Every dollar spent
servicing debts is a dollar that we do not have to increase our standard of living.
1 congratulate the Government on what, in essence, is an overall balanced Budget. 1
congratulate it for debt reduction, and I commend its documents to members.
MR MARSHALL (Murray) [8.42 pm]: I support the Budget which, for the second
year, is a responsible one with the necessary restraints to help restore credibility to
Western Australia. In particular, I am pleased that needy projects in the Mandurab-
Murray electorate weir recognised. I will mention three: Firstly. $1 .2m has been put
down as a tern deposit to start the $ll.6m cultural centre. Secondly, money has been put
aside to complete the North Dandalup Dam. Thirdly, what is classed as a coup for the
people of Mandurah is that $5.7m has been put aside for the creation of a university-
TAFE college. This will be of enormious benefit to the area.
The cultural centre was planned in 1987 by the previous government, but nothing
happened. It was always said that the cultural cent was coming! Finally, it has become
a reality with this Government. It is a timely project because the population of
Mandumah-Murray is booming. With the population explosion the cultural centre is
absolutely necessary. The centre will cater for the wide range of community interests
that exist, because we have a cosmopolitan population with a wide range of ages. The
allocation will also allow a cinema to be built. Many private entrepreneurs have wanted
to build a cinema at Mandurah over the years but unfortunately they were always
knocked back. Planners wanted to wait for the cultural centre which would provide the
necessary entertainment venues.
Mr Marlborough: Will they put in the double seats in the back row, like in the old days?
Mr MARSHALL: The member for Peel has a good reputation; we have heard all about
it. I do not think that will happen because the general population of Mandurah is over 50
years of age. We have more people over the age of 50 in Mandurah-Murray than
anywhere else in Australia. We have more people on the unemployment list than any
other place in Western Australia, and that is why a cinema complex will be ideal. It will
cater for the people who have limited opportunities for entertainment.
The $50m North Dandalup Dam will be opened officially by the Minister in October.
That will be a wonderful occasion. Not only will the dam become part of Perth's
integrated water supply, but also it will be a leading tourist attraction. I advise all my
colleagues tonight to take the opportunity to go down to North Dandalup -

Mr Marlborough: Is that the darn we built?
Mr MARSHALL: It is the dam that the previous government started. As the member
should know, the start of any race is where the show ponies perform. It is the people who
go through the line at the finish of the job who get the glory. It is the people who live in
front of little 1D" who will be remembered in the history books; so, if the member is
behind little "D' - that means finito; that means defeat - he is nobody. That means, "Who
the heck are you to speak in this House tonight?" Has the member got the message?
For members who are thining of taking up my invitation I advise them to look at the
North Dandalup Dam because it is a magnificent sight The dam was finished ahead of
schedule and within its budgetary cost. When one looks east from the top of the dam,
there are magnificent views over the vast waterway to the hills. The view would have
touched the heart of William Wordsworth and be would have wanted to write poetry
about it. When one looks to the west from the darn, down over the forests past the
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estuary and to the ocean, one can see magnificent views. The engineers were farsighted
enough to put down barbecue areas and to provide parking for the tourist buses. The area
will become one of the new tourist destinations in Western Australia. I suggest that the
tourists will go even one better because the day trippers will not be content with the
magnificent spectacle and will want to carry on to Dwellingup to see the finewoods
project, which is about finished, and the fire museum, which is in progress. They can go
even further and travel to Pinjarra to see the heritage exhibits. Tourists will be able to
take one-day trips from die North Dandalup Dam, all of which will be very good for the
area.
The announcement that die university campus and the TAFE college will be established
in Mandurah is very good for the region. As well, the announcement that the site will be
at Gordon Road, adjacent to the dog track, is a decision with foresight because those who
study universities will know that as soon as one is put in place generally a suburb evolves
around it. In the Gordon Road area there could be an immediate suburb with housing,
retail outlets, and accommodation for students, and as a result the area will boom. The
site has been a wonderful choice for the planning of Mandurah. The proposed courses at
the university and college will suit the region. They will inciude agriculture, horticulture,
marine biology, and hospitality. Because the future of Mandurab, in a sense, will evolve
around tourism, if we can develop hospitality courses, the people who come to the area
will be fully satisfied with die service they receive. The students will have the
opportunity to graduate with TAFE diplomas or TAFE awards, but more importantly for
the area some students will come out with university degrees.
I congratulate the Government on this important decision. For years, the Mandurab-
Murray residents have been crying out for tertiary education in the area. This
Government has answered the call. With such high unemployment in the region tertiary
education will enable students to obtain excellent job application credentials. I am very
pleased with the budget of S151m that has been given to the Murray electorate. I arn
pleased because the Government has acknowledged and recognised the growth that is
occurring in the area. However, I would not like to think that the Government will sit on
its laurels and say that it made an allocation this year and that the area has received
enough. The Government must understand that now the precedent has been set we must
watch the growth in the south west. For instance, Mandurab-Murray currently has a
population of 43 500. In six years, in the year 2000, it is estimated there will be more
than 70 000 people.
The Peel regional strategy, a planning strategy for the next 20 years, will be launched by
the Minister for Planning in September. The term "plan" has been replaced with
Nstrategy" because of the fast growth in the area. Unlike a plan. a strategy can be
changed following enormous growth and quick change. One always changes a -losing
game, never a winning game. It is a sipe solution. This strategy was fine tuned from
1990. In 1990 the previous government dumped it after getting to a certain stage.
Surprisingly, four years later when a steering committee took it up in Peel the
improvement to the area was such that 180 new submissions were made to the Peel
regional strategy. One of those strategies defined for the future was the rapid rail link
from Fremantle to Mandurah. Members might say that that is not new. Of course it is
not_ However, if we can have one in the north we must get one in the south. The rapid
rail link needs to be documented; people must be aware of it. Administrators who
compile die Budget must know where it is to go, whether to buy up the land, and how
soon it will be built.
Another strategy is the express bus service. Many people in the area are over 50 years of
age; and what about the commuters who work in Fremantle and Perth? People are
moving south. It is cheaper land and housing, and is only an hour from the metropolitan
area. It is a lovely place to live, If we could get the express bus service going in the
short term people would be able to commute as they do in Sydney and Melbourne.
Likewise, people commute from Los Angeles to San Diego with no trouble at all. Why
can it not happen from Mandurah to Fremantle to Perth? It will, provided we keep
reminding the people who set the Budget of its importance.
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The freeway completion to Thomas Road in a couple of weeks is only the start. I am
hoping that freeway will be extended to Mandurab, and then fronm Mandurab to open up
the south west, because that is the tourist haven of Western Australia. The allocation for
a university has already been achieved. We are also seeking allocations for an airfield
and for a sporting complex. With a vast population playing a varied range of sports, not
just the usual football and cricket, the planning for a multisports complex must be made
with great foresight for the future. The east-west road connections must also be
considered. More people will travel from the coast inland to the magnificent scenery that
exists around Dwellingup. The buffer zone needed to separate the Peel region from the
Rockingham-Safety Bay-Kwinana area is most important. People in the Peel region do
not want to be in the metropolitan area. They are special. Consideration must also be
given to the development of the Rocldngham-Mandurah corridor and the Peel regional
park. All these projects will require budgetary commitment. We look forward to them to
complete a wonderful plan over the next 20 years.
Government agencies also play their part in the Mandurah-Murray area. I single out two
which need extra budgetary help - the Peel Inlet Management Authority and the Peel
Development Commission. The sole concern of PIMA is to look after the waterways. I
remind members that the combined waterways of the Harvey and Peel estuaries are two
and a half times the size of the Swan estuary. People do not understand how enormous
the waterways are in the Peel region and how precious they are to the environment of
Western Australia. PIMA must keep the waterways clean, It monitors the water and
keeps a check on how many jetties exist there. Now that the Dawesville Channel has
come into being more monitoring is to be done - more expense, fewer staff and more
work. It is up to PHMA to study the design of new subdivisions, to monitor the
installation of quality stormwater run-offs, and to ensure that up-to-date sewerage
programs are put in place. The authority scrutinises the area constantly, but it needs help.
It needs more money from the Budget.
The Peel Development Commission is in a similar situation. It plays an important role in
the region and conducts priority projects. The PDC ensures that the facilities of the area
keep pace with the explosive growth which is occurring at the moment. Some of the
PDC's major responsibilities are the Peel transport strategy, environmental projects,
future recreational facilities and the Peel health services. The Peel health services are the
number one priority of any budget to my area. The population growth has put enormous
pressure on the health services. Last year the health board was able to balance its budget
by professional administration; a lot of juggling of the funds. To its great credit it
balanced the budget. However, this year with more people in the area it received a two
per cent cut. The mathematics of this decision just do not make sense. The two per cent
may not sound much; however, it means that the health system of the Mandurah-Murray
area must find $300 000. How does it find that kind of money? Does it cut beds? Who
does it take from now, when it has squeezed the last drop from the system? From where
will it get its $300 000? I intend to explain to the Minister for Health chat health is more
important than money. I must ensure that the residents in my electorate believe that the
health service is adequate. Residents must feel safe.
Recently a ministerial community reference group was established to listen to the
public's requests. The group had three months to analyse those requests. It compiled
them into a report which it presented to the Minister for Health on 5 August The people
in the community are expecting something to be done from that report. The Government
now has a chance in the Mandurab-Murray area to show real vision and support for its
health system. There is a 32 bed annexe hospital in Mandurali. Everybody knows it is
too small. Sixty per cent of the patients who go to the Murray District Hospital in
Pinjarra are from Mandurah. It is commonsense that the Mandurab Hospital must be
enlarged. There is plenty of land around it. To enlarge the hospital is vital. I cannot see
anything wrong with working out an overall plan of, say, three stages. The previous
government in a vote catching exercise built a 32 bed hospital. It may have worked for
votes, but it has been an absolute flop as a hospital. We should make something out of
that flop and class that 32 bed annexe as stage I and proceed with an overall plan,
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commencing with stage 2, with the Government's backing. Stage 2 could introduce
another 50 beds so that the hospital has 70-odd beds. We could enlarge die facilities so
that at last in Mandurah theme was an emergency accident service. A maternity ward
could be opened. At the moment there is a maternity ward in the 32 bed complex, but it
has never been used. At present all women go to Pinjarra to have their babies. Sixty per
cent of the births in Pinjarra last year were by women from Mandurah.
The health board could sell the Ormsby Terrace community health building, which is on
the foreshore. It is a magnificent spat for a development. All the health services could
be incorporated in stage 2. What a hospital we would be starting to get - something of
which people could be proud and in which they could be safe. I envisage that this
process could commence next year if we give it the right push, and if its importance is
recognised in the Budget.
Stage three would be an easy one. Entrepreneurs and private enterprise could build a
private extension to the first two stages, and another 30 to 60 beds could be added.
Medical practitioners could be invited to become part of the extension. In addition,
radiology, pathology and similar services would be introduced. If this were to happen.
Mandumah-Murray would have a complete health service which would meet all the future
demands, and people would feel safe. There are not enough doctors in Mandurab now.
Doctors will be attracted to the area if good facilities are provided. A larger hospital is
needed, only then will doctors start coming into the area. Mental health is grossly
underfunded. In addition, more speech therapists, physiotherapists and occupational
therapists are needed. If a larger hospital were approved, a rehabilitation service for
patients recovering from strokes could be provided. Mandurah is an old community;
many people have strokes and need to go to Fremantle Hospital or Rockingham Hospital.
That is not good enough. Improved facilities for geriatrics and a 24 hour emergency
accident ward could also be accommodated in this new health facility. The extensions to
the Mandurah Hospital will not see a deterioration in the service of the Murray District
Hospital in Pinjanra. This will always be a top regional hospital; but as beds become
vacant that area could be developed into a multipurpose ward and could be established
for post surgical, medical and paediatric treatment. What is happening now will
continue - that is, obstetrics, accident emergency, surgical and all the other medical
health problems will continue to be serviced. In short, the health issue of the Mandurah-
Murray area is a priority which should be addressed in future Budgets.
I compliment the Government on its Budget for sewerage funding in the Harragup-
Furnissdale area. This area has been a health and environmental hazard for years, but the
installation of sewerage will salve all that. Ihe Minister for Water Resources saw the
need, backed his judgment and provided the money in the Budget, and in the spring
sewerage will come to the Barragup-Furnissdale area. The health and environmental
hazard will disappear. The population will boom as land will be sold; the 180 blocks in
Barragup will become 800 blocks when the subdivisions go through. That was a
marvellous thing in the Budget for the area.
I do not like to sound like Oliver Twist when he said, "Thank you very much, but I would
like a little more", but I advise the inister that a similar need exists in Falcon. After
one crosses the new bridge on the Old Coast Road to Bunbury, one travels alongside a
thin strip of urban land between the ocean and the estuary. It is an environmental issue.
To keep pace with the population growth land needs to be allocated for urban
development, and commercial development. Retail outlets such as a bank and a doctor's
surgery should become available. In addition, if sewrage were available a couple of
caravan parks on the estuary foreshore could be enlarged immediately to cater for the
influx of tourism. Another septic tank cannot be put down. The place has been allocated
for development but is stagnating without sewerage. I appeal to the Minister that when
applications for budgets are processed in that area next year, he try to ensure that Falcon
becomes a number one pniority.
I conclude my remarks by discussing parliamentary privilege. When I came into this
House 18 months ago I believed I would set a standard that would help improve the
rating of parliamentarians in the community outside. What we saw last week was
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parliamentary privilege being abused with gutter accusations being thrown around by a
pompous, overacting, egotistical, second rate performer. I felt ashamed to be part of the
House. It is not the kind of thing I expect, particularly when school children and visitors
are in the gallery; we should know right from wrong and set an example. Even though I
have great admiration for the captain of their side, the Leader of the Opposition, I was
surprised that he did not give the member for Peel the send off rule and give some
credibility to the team on the other side. As a sportsman, I have been brought up to play
to the whistle and accept the umpire's decision. As a footballer, I have been taught that if
someone on the opposition does something foul and gets in the way, we get together and
work out who the heck is going to take him out. Last week I felt quite ashamed when I
was held useless watching the self-professed little fat pommy unionist king-hitting
everybody around the ground and showing his cowardice because he knew he was
protected by parliamentary privilege. I was absolutely ashamed to be a part of it.
While an the subject of parliamentary privilege, almost within the howr I was in the foyer
watching school children being escorted on a tour of Parliament House. As they went up
the staircase, the school teacher mentioned the photographs of the Premiers of Western
Australia, the Premiers who have set the credibility standards that we are very proud to
have. When asked, "Who is the Premier in the first photograph?" a boy replied, "That is
Mr Richard Court, the Premier." Another girl stated that her mother thought he was
doing a wonderful job. As they progressed up the next step, the teacher asked if anyone
knew who that was, and a girl stated that it was Carmen Lawrence, a wonderful orator,
another voice stated. "Yes, but she dumped WA to further her career in Canberra" The
next question asked related to the third one. No-one knew Peter Dowding; then they got
to the fourth one and the teacher asked whether anyone knew who that was. One lad
replied that it was Brian Burke and another voice said, "Yes, but isn't he in gaol?"
Mnother one said, "Yes, he's a gaolbird." Listening in the background I thought to
myself, "My wharfie grandfather and my red ragger wharfie uncle always taught me that
a person was judged by the company he kept" I thought "from the mouths of babes";
they realised that that photograph should not be in the hail of fame. Those children
realised it was a disgrace to all the Premiers who had given Western Australia its
credibility. When I heard one young girl ask why the photograph was still there I felt like
stating that it was to do with parliamentary privilege, with which I do not agree. I believe
a person is judged by the company he keeps. If one is at a party, the champions are up in
that corner, the top 0.01 per cent because they know how to win; the B graders are over
there; and C graders are there, because they do not know what it is all about. I record
that I am disappointed in the parliamentary privilege that exists in the House and which
allows that photograph to remain in the hail of fame. I would like to see that fourth
photograph disappear because it is a disgrace to the House.
In conclusion, I commend this Budget to the House.
MRS HENDERSON (Thomlie) (9.10 pm]: At the outset I will comment on the avecry
wetlands. It should be noted that the previous speaker who represents the electorate
which includes the Creery wetlands did not comment on this significant area.
I have referred previously in this House to the struggle local conservation groups have
had to protect what is an internationally recognised water bird habitat. Members may
know that a referendum is in progress to ascertain the views of the residents of Mandurah
about the future of the Creery wetlands. Thie referendum was intended to be a fully
independent, unbiased and complete survey of all Mandurah residents. Two things are of
concern to me: Firstly, the developers are paying the majority of the cost of the survey
and, secondly, there is an enormous disparity in the resources of the two sides putting
their views to those people seeking to vote in this referendum.
The developers have flooded the electorate with a mass of glossy brochures, have offered
all kinds of incentives to people to get them to vote in favour of their development and
have paid for full page advertisements in the local newspapers. Of course, the developers
have a right to do that and they have the necessary funds to do it, but the local group
seeking to protect the area cannot compete with them. I consider one of the brochures to
be the most crass I have seen. Effectively, it offers people jobs. T'he brochure says,
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"Want a job on the harbour city project? Register your interest now." It refers to the
areas where jobs might be provided as part of this project and it lists tourist, fish and chip
and fast food shops. newsagents, restaurants, hotels and the like. The top part of the form
is filled out by those people wishing to register for a job on the harbour city project, but
they must sign the bottom of it next to a box which states, "I support the harbour city
project." It then has room for people's comments and it even gives some suggestions.
One of the comments is that, "It will provide a job for my son or daughter." However,
there is only one place where the form can be signed. People cannot fill out the top part
of the form and say they would like a job - they must sign the bottom part of the farm
which then indicates that they support the project. It is a way of offering people a bribe
to vote for a project for which a referendum will be held, based on whether people will
support the development of the area. The developers are putting out material which is a
crass appeal to people's need to earn a livelihood. I do not decry that because the
developer has the money to do that and if the developer wishes to distribute the brochures
he is entitled to do so.
in the middle of the period of the independent referendum it was announced by the
developers that a $1.3m environment centre will be established. The centre will be built
in the shape of a bird, which is ironic because the locals are trying to protect the bird life.
The area has been classified as internationally significant as a place for water birds.
Mr Omodel: Have you been there.
Mrs HENDERSON: Yes, I have. The developers have said that they will build an
environmental centre in the shape of a bird. The developers are entitled to do that and I
compliment anyone who builds an interpretive centre about the environment. Who
announced this wonderful $1.3m project which will go ahead only if the referendum is
carried? The developers amt not building the centre out of the goodness of their hearts for
the people of the area, but only if the people who vote in the referendum vote in favour of
what the developers want to do. Who put out the press release that this centre would go
ahead? It was the inister for the Environment, the person who holds a high office paid
for by the taxpayers of this state and whose job is actually meant to be to protect the
environment. In the middle of the unbiased, independent referendum the Minister goes
into bat fbr the developers. He announced the developers' project which effectively is a
bribe to the local people because if they vote for the level of the development the
developers want they will provide an environmental centre. The inister for the
Environment chimed in and added the imprimatur of his office to the developers' project.
if the inister wanted to offer support to that sort of thing he could have done it in a
more subtle way. I was amazed that someone who has sworn an oath to carry out his
duty and to perform to the best of his ability the position of Minister for the Environment
has weighed in in the middle of a referendum in a manner designed to assist the
developers to win the referendum.
Mr Omodei: You are a hypocrite. I can recall an amount of $150 000, but you talk about
bribes.
Mrs HENDERSON: The Opposition can always tell when it hits a sensitive nerve
because, like broken records, members opposite come back to WA Inc. After a while
everyone becomes bored stupid with that.
I am referring to a Minister of the Crown who has abused his position as Minister and has
offered not only his unequivocal support to this centre, but also the services of the head
of his department to chair the body that will manage the centre. It was an extraordinary
offer for this Minister to make in the middle of the so-called referendum of the citizens of
Mandurah. Regardless of which way the referendum goes, it would not surprise me if
people said that that kind of behaviour had the effect of biasing the atmosphere in which
the referendum was conducted and the Minister should be reprimanded for supporting
one side of the argument. 'Me Minister was so keen to support the developers' project
that he sent his press release to the developers, presumably for their clearance, two days
before he released it publicly. The copy of the press release given to the Mandurab
councillors was dated 29 July and the press release which was distributed to the media in
Perth was dated I August
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Another issue I want to raise in this debate concerns the forests in the south west of the
state. In March this year the Australian Heritage Commission officially included 40
areas of Western Australia's forests in the world interim list - the register of the national
estate. It is the highest recognition that Australia can give to any area it lists on a
register. This official recognition followed a comprehensive joint study between federal
and the state organisations which examined in great detail the south west forests. I have
the reports of those studies, which comprise four volumes. They are comprehensive and
examine all the forests of the south west in a way which has not been done before.
Mr Omodei: Who produced them?
Mrs HENDERSON: It was a joint federal-state study between the Department of
Conservation and Land Management and the Australian Heritage Commission.
Mr Omodel: All the work was done by CALM.
Mrs HENDERSON: I repeat that it was a joint study done by CALM and the Australian
Heritage Commission which documented the forests of the south West.
I draw the attention of members to parts of this study. It documents the forests in great
detail, and goes through some of the areas that have been in the news of late. For
example, in the third volume of this study are six or seven pages devoted exclusively to
the Giblett Hawk area of the forest. On the left-hand side of the page is the name of the
area described, with information on whether it is currently reserved, and the values of
that area. Part of the Giblett Hawke area is in the Beedelup park and is reserved, and the
next section is in the Donnelly region. Several different references are made to it.
Mr Omodei: Have you been there?
Mrs HENDERSON: Of course, I have. The first section refers to the Giblett Hhwke
Donnelly area B.1, undisturbed vegetation communities. This section of the forest is
currendly unreserved. The text reads -

The subarea includes extensive undisturbed forests in the High Rainfall Zone of
the Dombakup Land System and in the High Rainfall Zone of the Woijenup Land
System.

At the far right-hand side of the page each area is given a rating on a scale, and that area
is rated as high. Over the page other segments of the Giblett Hawke forest area are listed,
and on every possible criterion the value of this forest is listed as high or very high.
Some of the values relate to undisturbed forest. For example -

The subarea includes good examples of Karri-Marri Tail Open Forest, Karri-
Marri-Jarrah Tall Open Forest, Jarrah-Marri Open Forest, Jarrab Open Forest ...

In other areas reference is made to the wilderness value, and its value as a habitat for
particular fauna, such as quokka, and for rare and endangered species. This section of the
forest occupies a very significant part of the report. It stands out compared with other
areas of the forest, in that on every measured indicator it rates as high or very high.
The result of this report was the signing of a memorandum of understanding between
CALM, on behalf of the State Government, and the Australian Heritage Commission, on
behalf of the Federal Government. That memorandum of understanding was to launch
this very detailed series of documents, and to agree jointly on how those forests would be
managed in order to maintain the values described in those documents. I will quote
briefly from the memorandum of understanding, which was signed in January 1992 -

CALM considers that the results of the joint work provide an appropriate, and the
best available, basis for CALM's management of national estate values in the
Region. The study includes consideration of feasible and prudent alternatives and
measures to minimise adverse impacts.

The report also stated that in managing the forests CALM undertook to do a series of
things, including -

To use the results of the joint work in planning and implementing integrated
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management in the Region, including dhe preparation of rolling four year
integrated resource plans for the Region and operational plans for forest coupes;

CALM agreed as part of the joint memorandum that it would seek to manage the forest in
:h a way as to promote the values encapsulated in the detailed reports to which I

4ctred a short time ago. The document also states -

The systematic analysis of national estate values, summarised in this report, has
resulted in die identification of places of national estate significance for major
extensive values under the Commission's criteria for significance.

It goes on to say that it does not believe it will be necessary to do further studies because
the areas have been fully documented. This was a commitment on behalf of the State
Goverrnent to manage the forest to conserve the values identified in it. I am pleased
that the Minister for die Environment is in the Chamber, but I hope that before the
Minister chimes in he will listen to the drift of my argument.
Mr Omodei: That same agreement was referred to by previous federal environment
Minister Ros Kelly as a benchmark to be used in other areas.
Mrs HENDERSON: There is no question that these documents are outstanding. This
was the first area in the National Forest Estate to be looked at in great detail, and the
work done by CALM was outstanding. One must then ask: If everyone agrees the
documentation of the forests has been well carried out, and CALM, on behalf of the State
Government, agreed to conserve those values, why would anyone complain, demonstrate
or agitate for change? I will give some of the reasons I believe people ame concerned that
those areas are not being managed in accordance with those values. It is easy to dismiss
people who demonstrate. They are always the brunt of other people's jokes, and it is
easy to dismiss them as fringe dwellers, radicals and extremists.
Mr inson: I am not saying that, so get on with it.
Mrs HENDERSON: Why does the Minister not listen? Why is the Minister for the
Environment so aggressive? He has not heard my comments yet.
Mr Minson: I do not want to waste my time listening to drivel.
Mrs HENDERSON: Why not leave the Chamber?
Mr Minson: I hope that you might say something sensible.
Mrs HENDERSON: I took the opportunity to talk to those people to find out the reason
for their concern. I was interested to learn that among the people demonstrating were
people in their seventies. I spoke to two women farmers from around Bridgetown who
had travelled to demonstrate and were part of the group. There were people in their
tonies and f ifies, middle-aged couples and younger people. A full range of people were
present at the rallies. I asked them about their concerns. It became very clear as I talked
to them that they were very well informed. They had read every conceivable report
written on the south west forest. Pervading everything they said was a very strong
concern for and appreciation of the uniqueness and beauty of the south west, and their
desire to ensure the forests remained for their children and grandchildren to enjoy in the
same way we have been able to enjoy those forests. As we discussed their concerns, I
was interested to find that some of their concerns about the way the forest was being
harvested and managed had also been documented in letters passed to the federal
Minister, from which I will read in a moment. Obviously, there is an immediate reaction
by people when they see old growth forest that has not previously been logged, which is
almost in pristine condition with 300 or 400 year old kanri trees, being felled to be
reduced to woodchips.
Mr Minson: That is rubbish.
Mrs HENDERSON: One can understand their concern. The Minister should make his
own speech instead of sitting theme sniping.
Mr Minson: Do not mislead the people of Western Australia.

Mrs HENDERSON: It is quite clear -
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Mr Minson: Do not be a charlatan, tell the truth.
Mrs HENDERSON: It is so impressive when people conic in here and tell the truth. It
gets right under this man's skn.
Mr Mlinson: Stop peddling your fibs.

Point of Order
Mr LEAHY: The Minister has used three phrases "peddling fibs", "tell the truth" and
"charlatan" and he has not been pulled up. He has been interjecting continuously. To say
that a member is not telling the truth and is telling fibs is unparliamentary.
The ACTING SPEAKER (MW Day): This matter is very much on the borderline. Had
the word "lie" been used, it would have been unparliamentary; however, the words that
were used have probably just scraped in as to what may be tolerated in this Chamber.
Now that the Milnister has made his point, I ask that he allow the member for Thornlie to
resume her speech.

Debate Resumed
Mrs HENDERSON: In relation to forest management one of the things that struck me as
very concerning and ironic - people down south mentioned their great concern about this
to me; they always welcome studies of the forest and obviously they will welcome these
sorts of detailed studies - is that sometimes these studies identified the most pristine pant
of the forest, the most valuable part in terms of conservation. What appears to happen is
that the Department of Conservation and Land Management then immediately designates
the areas above those of less significance to be logged. We have only to read this report
to see that there are areas of enormously wide ranging significance. That causes distress
among the people I have talked to. This independent study clearly showed the areas of
highest significance, yet those were the areas that were being logged.
Mr Omodei: When are they being logged? If you know all of these things, you should
be able to give us the facts for a change.
Mrs HENDERSON: The member should just let me read from this letter. I ask him to
listen. I refer to a letter which went from fth Australian Heritage Commission to the
Federal Minister for Resources in relation to a proposal for an export woodchip licence.
It states -

..it is the Commission's view that the proposal will have an adverse affect on
the places listed in the Register of the National Estate ... In particular, the
Commission is concerned about the impact of timber harvesting on old growth
forests that are not well represented within the reserve system in certain sub-
regions.

The letter goes on -
..the Commission has held discussions with the Western Australian Department

of Conservation and Land Management.
It talks about the memorandum of understanding and it states -

Both agencies recognise that negotiations this year were not held in sufficient
time to enable changes to proposed harvesting which may have avoided the
adverse effects of the current proposal.

In other words, the current proposals for forest management are. having an adverse effect
on the areas that are listed on the National Estate - that is what the Heritage Commission
stated - but it was unfortunate that discussions were not able to be held in time before the
woodchip licence came up to enable those management techniques to be changed. The
letter continues -

... both agencies have agreed to review the operations of the MQU in early 1994.
and to establish better arrangements to ensure that the existing comprehensive
knowledge about the National Estate in the region is fully utilised in die
development of future harvesting plans.
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I would be very pleased with the view that in the past CALM perhaps did not manage in
the best way to promote the values in this report; but in the future, as a result of these
discussions, things will change and will be managed in a way that accords with the values
in this repoit The letter and the attached documents detail the areas which have caused
concern. This will be of great interest to the Minister for Water Resources because these
are the areas that the people down south have been demonstrating about. The letter talks
about Hawke block and states -

Roading operations in the eastern portion of this forest block will adversely affect
the following value which remains unrepresented in the reserve system within the
sub-region .. .
Characteristic Forest Communities [Mard & Kari-mani],.

and the following values which are not well represented in the reserve system
within the same sub-region.
.Undisturbed Forest Communities ...

In other words, woading operations in the Hawke block will impact upon the undisturbed
forest communities, such as the characteristic forest communities of karri, and the
characteristic forest communities of karri after Smith. The letter goes through each of the
different operations. The previous bit was only about woading operations. It talks about
Giblent block.
Mr Minson: What percentage of Hawke block has CALM decided to set aside as a result
of this?
Mrs HENDERSON: I will come back to talk about Hawke block.
Mr Minson: You are a bit behind the times. CALM has set aside 49 per cent of Hawke
block. Do not come inside peddling your fibs. We have set that aside.
Mrs HENDERSON: The Minister should just let me finish. He should listen.

Withdrawal of Remark

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The Minister has just referred to the member for
Thomlie as peddling fibs. I know that I allowed those words earlier, but that is
tantamount to saying that she is telling lies. I ask that the Minister withdraw the
statement.
Mr MINSON: I withdraw.

Debate Resumed
Mrs HENDERSON: The documents goes through woading and ocher management
techniques in forest harvesting in the Hawke block which I will refer to if I am given the
opportunity. In relation to Gibleti block the letter states -

Roading operations in this block will affect the following National Estate values:
Undisturbed Forest Communities ...
Characteristic Forest Communities [Karri-marri], after Chuithward ...
Characteristic Forest Communities [Kanri], after Smith. ..
Characteristic Vegetation..

Mr Minson: The trouble is that this has been fixed.
Mrs HENDERSON: The inister should just let me finish. I will read the relevant
dates, and the Minister will see what has been done. The letter continues -

Roadiag operations in the western half of this block -

We are now talking about Hawke block -

- will affect the following National Estate values:
Undisturbed Forest Communities ...
Characteristic Forest Communities [Karri ...
Characteristic Forest Communities [Karri-mani]..
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It goes on to talk about all of the different sections of Hawke block and Giblect block.
Then it talks about the characteristic of wilderness. It states -

Areas identified as having very high wilderness characteristics should be
scheduled at the end of the harvesting rotation so that if protection options
become available through changes in production efficiencies, or community
opinion, these places can be considered for protection.

in other words, those parts of the forest identified in this report as having the greatest
wilderness values should be the very least to be logged or harvested - and that is not
happening. This letter from the Heritage Commission makes quite clear its concern to
the Federal Minister about the method and rotation of the timber production under
logging. It states -

If indicative areas art scheduled for harvesting, operations should commence at
the boundary and attempt to maintain an unfragmented shape with a low
boundary:area ratio.

Under the undisturbed forest communities criterion it states -

If timber production is to occur within identified areas, an appropriate scheduling
of harvesting activities may be (in priority order): Below Threshold, Moderate
Significance; High Significance; and Very High Significance.

In other words, if the timber in any of these areas is to be harvested, we should start with
the below threshold areas and then go to the moderate significance areas, then the high
significance areas and, lastly, the very high significance areas. All the areas I amr talking
about are of very high significance on every single criterion identified in this report.
Giblett block, Hawke block and Sharpe block are very high. Those areas are where
people have been demonstrating, and in my view for very good reason. I also have a
letter to the Conservation Council of Western Australia Inc dated 28 March 1994. I am
sure the Minister will be interested in this as the impression he is trying to give is that the
information is outdated.
Mr Omodci: I am not saying that at all. I am saying it is inaccurate.
Mrs HENDERSON: This is from the Heritage Commission, which states -

The Commission has advised that the national estate values of Hawke block most
sensitive to timber harvesting activities and/or least well represented in nature
conservation reserves in the region are the undisturbed forests and representative
vegetation communities. The Commission has advised the Minister for
Resources that roading and subsequent timber harvesting in H-awke block would
have an adverse effect on these national estate values.

How much clearer can it be than that? The areas which rate the highest here are Hawke
and Gibletc. Which of the areas that I saw with my own two eyes are now being logged
and clear felled? They are the very area in this report identified as the result of the work
of Department of Conservation and Land Management.
Mr Omodeit Did you drive to the Hawke block?
Mrs HENDERSON: I drove there and had a very good look. The Minister may boast
that 45 per cent is being retained. He should be concerned that of all the forest available
within die forest estate, that area in the Hawke block has been identified as having the
highest value, and timber production should be occurring in those areas which have tower
values. Saving half the areas that have the highest values is not good management.
Mr Minson: We have done that.
Mrs HENDERSON: The Minister is not listening. Saving half those areas is not good
management, particularly when there are other areas of much lesser significance where
the same timber values and harvesting could be obtained. Very little regard is being had
for the good work that went into the studies and for those areas that derive their value
from the fact they are undisturbed, old growth forests and not regrowth forests. That
tends to indicate the view that CALM has always had, that forests are there as a resource.
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Mr Minson: That is not true.
Mrs HENDERSON: Because die timber from the old growth areas is in many cases of
much higher quality than that from the regrowth areas, all chose areas should be available
for logging. I have been on tours of the forest with CALM representatives, and it has
always been their view that a regrowth forest where all the trees are basically the same
age is as attractive to the eye as an old growth forest It is unfortunate that people do not
seem to be aware that those people who come from overseas and within the state go to
these areas to see old growth forests. They go to see the rich diversity of t forest where
there is an understorey. trees of different ages, a wide range of different plants and where
the habitats created encourage a rich range of fauna and bird life.
I will refer briefly to some statistics relating to tourism. I went to the rally in the south
west and talked to some of the people there. There were some local business people from
Pemberton, some of whom were engaged in and gaining their livelihoods from tourism.
One of them addressed the rally. Some of the figures made available during that
discussion were that the number of tourist-related businesses in Pemberton has risen from
42 in 1988 to 74 in 1992, which is a very substantial increase. Employment in the
tourism industry has progressively gone up. because 1987 was up by 79 per cent on 1986,
1988 went up another 73 per cent and in 1992 it had gone up a massive 297 per cent over
1986. Those figures are very substantial and show a growing industry and soure of
employment.
Mr Minson: They will continue to grow.
Mrs HENDERSON: They will continue to grow provided, as the tourism operators
pointed out, we do not destroy the very thing that tourists come to look at
Mr Minson: Which we are not,
Mrs HENDERSON: The representative of the tourist industry talked about the current
investment. I am not sure where he got his figures from, but he said that the current
capital investment in tourism in that area is estimated at about $26-5m. He talked about
the number of people who visit the area. Although it is very hard to estimate this with
any accuracy, the numbers who visit the tourist centre at Pemberton have gone from
31 000 in 1983 to 54 000 in 1991 and the numbers of people visiting Gloucester tree have
gone from 100 000 in 1984 to 212 000 in 199 1. That is a 100 per cent increase from
1984 to 1991. As a tourism operator and on behalf of the tourist industry, it was his view
that the biggest single attraction in that area was the old growth forest. He said that he
had figures to show chat the average tourist stayed about 3.9 nights and the total amount
of money expended by tourism in the area was $84m in 1990-91. He came to the
meeting representing tourism operators in the area. Hie felt strongly enough to join that
protest rally because he was concerned about what was happening to the old growth
forest; that there was not sufficient appreciation on the part of the Government of the role
and importance of tourism as an industry; that the whole of the Government's attention
was focused on employment within the timber industry; and that there was very little
recognition or appreciation of the enormous growth. He talked about 200 per cent or 300
per cent increases in the numbers employed in the tourism industry over a 10 year period.
The people I spoke to at the rally were not extremists or radicals but people with a
genuine feel for the forest and a genuine concern about its future. They were extremely
well informed. Most of them had read more of the reports that had come out on these
mnatters than I have, and they certainly knew the contents of those reports. Thteir views
should not be dismissed lightly because they represent a very broad cross section of the
Western Australian community who are concerned about the future of our forests. They
will not be put off by constant attempts to deny the validity of what they are saying and
constant attempts just to wipe it aside and say, "That is all rubbish. They should not be
saying these things. They are peddling lies," etc. That is not an answer to those people's
concern. The reality is that they have done their homework, read the reports that are put
out, and analysed the production figures. Most importantly they have been able to see
which of the areas, identified as having the highest values, are now being logged.
Logging is seemingly starting from the highest value axeas and going down to the less
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significant ones. I said to someone recently that thar seems to me the most perverse thing
of all; that anyone should think to log the most sensitive areas first. They said, '"The fact
is that many people who see this as a battle think that once they win the best areas the
rest will just fal over." It is a deliberate strategy on the part of people who believe that
this is a battle to seek to win the right to log the most sensitive, highly prized areas fwraL
Once they have destroyed the undisturbed nature of these forests, those people who argue
char surrounding areas should not be touched will have lost their argument.
However, it should niot be considered to be an aggressive battle between people cutting
timber for a living and producing Uimber for construction, furniture and other uses and
those who want to see forests preserved for the future. Those two interests are not
irreconcilable. The Labor Parry gave a commitment when in government that there
would be no logging from old growth forests for woodehipping after the year 2000. It
was our view that a strategy should be put in place to produce sufficient timber from
regrowth forests and from timber plantations on degraded farmland to enable that to
come to fruition by the year 2000.
However, people who have studied these matters more closely than 1, believe that the
techniques and plans for harvesting from the forests have changed. They also believe
that the goal that timber from old growth forests would not be harvested for woodchips
after the year 2000 has now gone by the board. I am more than happy to give the
Minister the opportunity to confirm to me that I am wrong, and that in fact the current
Government does intend to ensure that no timber will be harvested for wootichipping
from old growth forests after the year 2000. In stark contrast to the Minister's extremely
aggressive stance since he wailked into this Chamber about 10 or 15 minutes ago, he is
now silent. Rather than being so aggressive and ready to assert that everything I am
saying is wrong, I ask him to go away and read the documents.
Mr Minson interjected.
Mrs HENDERSON: Has the Minister read them?
Mr Minson: Of course I have.
Mrs HENDERSON: He therefore knows all the values of the Giblett, Sharpe and Hawkc
blocks documented in this report. I hope he will also read the comments by the
Austalian Heritage Commission and its views on the current techniques for forest
mnanagement adopted by the Department of Conservation and Land Management It is a
joint memorandum; an agreement for the future management of the forest to which the
State Government committed itself. There is no doubt when one reads what the Heritage
Commission has put to the Federal Minister that that memorandum is not being complied
with. Most people in Western Australia wili support any moves to ensure the future of
undisturbed old growth forests in this scare. The Minister will nor put himself offside
with people in the community if he takes a stand on this issue; in my view he will earn
himself a great deal of goodwill. I urge him to consult the documents, to read the papers
and to take some action to ensure that CALM manages the forests in line with
conservation of the values set out in these reports, because currently that is not the case.
DR TURNBULL (Collie) (9.53 pm]: It is a privilege to be the parliamentary
representative for the electorate of Collie which incorporates Boddington, Donnybrook,
Balingup, Greenbushes, Boyup Brook and Collie. As you well know, Mr Acting Speaker
(Mr Johnson), and as most of the other people in this Chamber must know by now, as I
have been here almost five years and because I keep telling them, my electorate is a very
highly productive and wonderful region. I am one of the most privileged
parliamentarians in the world to represent an electorate such as Collie. When it is nor
raining in Collie I visit the miners and they say that the weather is wonderful and great
for mining. When it is raining the farmers say that it is great because at least it is raining.
I enjoy both the swings and the roundabouts in my electorate.
Over the past five years the people of Collie and the surrounding areas have had a very
anxious time. Things have been very difficult because, as members well know from my
previous speeches, there has been much disruption among, and major changes introduced
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into, the coalmining and power generation areas. However, in the past six months, the
community's fears have been realised with the closure of the underground coalmines
after 100 years of operation. Thirty per cent of all workers in the coalfields; that is, 333
people, have become redundant. Not only have the coal company people lost their jobs,
albeit with substantial redundancy packages, but also people within the community and
businesses that supply the mines have lost their jobs. These are people such as bus
drivers who of course have not received any redundancy packages.
T7he negotiations at Muja power station for workplace reforms have taken a very long
time. Job losses have occurred there and will continue. It is expected the final offer on
the new workplace arrangements and the new enterprise bargaining agreement will be
made next week. Despite all this, last Monday a momentous occasion occurred in the
history of coalmining in Collie. Western Collieries Ltd and the Griffin Coal Mining Co
Pty Ltd began their new roster systems. The Griffin Coal ining company has
introduced 12 hour shifts, 363 days of the year and Western Collieries has three shifts, 24
hours a day for five and a half days a week. This massive restructuring has been
achieved with minimal industrial disruption. It is fantastic that the coalminers, the
companies and management have all been able to work together in such a successful
way. I congratulate all those people, just as does the rest of the community, that they
have been able to satisfactorily introduce these new work practices. The future of Collie
is now assured. The new pricing structure that will result from the new workplace
agreements is producing competitive coal pricing - and not too soon.
As we heard today, the cheaper price for gas is now a reality. The Minister for Resources
Development today announced the memorandum of understanding for the North West
Shelf project. This is a very serious occasion in the life of Collie. As the Minister said, it
is a historic event in the economic development of Western Australia. As he explained,
the important part of the memorandum is that the contracts will provide for natural gas to
be available in large volumes for both industry and households throughout the South west
of the state. Disaggregation of the former contracts will allow for the accumulated gas
inventory to be utilised. Eighty per cent of that will be allocated to electricity utilities to
be used for power generation prior to the completion of the Collie power station. There
will also be an immediate deregulation of the gas market for the Pilbara and for the
goldfields following the anticipated commitment to the Pilbara to goldfields gas pipeline.
Gas prices are expected to be reduced from around $4 a gigajoule to around $2 a GJ in
the Pilbara. For industry in the south west any new project using in excess of
1 000 terrajoules a day will have a free market. The freeing up of the market to the
smaller customers will continue over the next three years.
The announcement today of the availability of inventory gas for electricity generation to
1998 when the new coal-fired power station comes on line will have an impact on the
Muja power station. Muja is the base load station and it is the cheapest electricity
generation facility in Western Australia. However, the electricity production workers
and management must keep the cost per unit for production of this base load electricity at
the lowest possible level. The spectre of cheap gas is now a reality. Pinjar. with seven
300 MW turbines and two 100 MW turbines has no operators. It sits on the Onangara
water mound with one million litres of oil in storage, making an enormous noise inside a
huge fence, with absolutely no personnel except three engineers operating all those
generators on a 24 hour roster from the East Perth power station.
This threat of cheap electricity from gas is, as I said, a reality. The final offer for the
enterprise bargaining agreement for SECWA workers is under negotiation and will be
presented next week. Unfortunately, the negotiations have been going on with the whole
SECWA work force. Muja power station is a unique workplace in Western Australia. In
my opinion that enterprise agreement should have been negotiated separately for the
workers of Muja power station. However, the decision to deal with all of the SECWA
generation areas in the one agreement was made a long time ago. Now, the final days
have arrived. The Collie community sincerely hopes that agreement can be reached. The
power generation workers must have adequate compensation for accepting annualised
pay packets in exchange for penalty rates. Everyone involved in the negotiations must
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also be aware that it is absolutely imperative that Muja power station electricity
maintains its competitive edge against gas; that is, not only gas as an electricity
generation source, but also as a direct component of the industrial process. Using gas
directly in the industrial process gives it a very competitive price when compared with
base load electricity. Everyone in Collie is concerned that the final negotiations for the
adoption of the enterprise bargaining agreement will be successful and that die new work
patterns will be introduced into the power station.
Work has commenced at die new power station. The first consortium meeting was held
in Tokyo three weeks ago. I attended on behalf of die people of Collie and the south
west to present a case to the consortium for it to optinuise die use of the local work force
and industries in the south west. Over the years, Collie has had many construction
phases. In those previous construction phases there was a large influx of people, but very
few of the benefits that should have flowed into the local community. The taxi driven
and the hotels certainly did quite well out of them. However, when construction was
finished, most of the work force moved away and there was little benefit to the local area.
In an effort to maximise the benefits of die new power station to Collie and the south
west, we have set up the power station task force. This is supported by the chambers of
commerce of Collie and Bunbury and by the South West Regional Development
Commission. It is in the process of preparing very detailed inventories of the
engineering, supply and service capabilities of local businesses in Collie and the south
west. A preliminary skills audit of the regional work force is being prepared. As the
Minister for Resources Development announced last week, a person has been appointed
to do those inventories. The preliminary skills audit will include a very detailed audit for
the major contractors when they are appointed. At that time, the task force will have the
details ready for them.
We are being very realistic about trying to maximise the benefits that will come to our
region. A very good model is the Stanwell power station in Queensland. A skills
training centre was set up there to maximise the employment of local people. Its
objective was to employ 50 per cent of local people on the project. It achieved 45 per
cent, a very high number of local employees. However, most inmportantly, it saved the
project operators at least $30m over the life of the project by reducing the dislocation of
the transient work force. It was also achieved by not having to supply local work force
accommodation and the construction company did not have to bring in itinerant workers
and build large construction camps. There will still be a need for construction camps, but
they will not be very big.
It is important that a person be appointed, to develop the skills training centre proposal
right now. The delay to the start of the power station construction can be turned into an
advantage for Collie and the south west by making sure that everything is ready on time.
The task force is now working to fund a person to set up a skills training centre and has
had a close look at the building and construction industry training fund. Last week the
report on that fund was presented to the Parliament by the Minister for Resources
Development. There is some money in the BCITF fund and we strongly urge the
Minister for Employment and Training to allocate $65 000 of that money to the setting
up of that skills training centre.
Dr Hames: There is $5m in there.
Dr TURNBULL: Yes, but we do not want $5m; we want only $65 000. It will be set up
in conjunction with the TAFE centre. I have worked very hard throughout the time that I
have been in Parliament, in the life of both the previous government and this
Government, to put the TAFE centre in Collie in the position of being able to introduce
training for workers involved in all aspects of the power station construction. A very
good TAFE unit is provided in Collie. We have just completed work on the new TAFE
workshop, which should be opening very soon. That facility, in conjunction with an area
or rooms on site, is dhe way in which the skills training centre will be implemented. The
skills training centre does not need flash and large buildings, but rather very serviceable
and practical buildings such as transportable units. The instructing personnel can then
integrate closely with the work force and the managers on the construction site. In that
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way trining is done as it is needed. The best method is to provide the training after
work. At Stanwdll dhe training was not done in work tine, but as soon as the worker
knocked off or just before he started work. T'herefore, the instructor had to be very
flexible, as did the programs. This is a very realis tic objective of the Collie power station
task force regarding a sills training sector, and as a result of this process Western
Australia, and the south west in particular, will benefit.
Many ocher construction proposals exist in the south west at the moment. The Worstey
Alumina Pzy Ltd refinery is proposing an extension to a tird line, and this will
commence as soon as alumina prices pick up - this will be very soon. The Deputy
Premier and I visited Worsley two weeks ago and had a briefing with the company on the
expansion proposal.
New proposals also involve mineral sands and the possibility of a concrete construction
project for offshore platforms in the gas industry. That is exciting, and we hope it will
come to Bunbury as a bulk project. These are some of the matters relating to the future
of Collie. The people of Collie have a view of its future, and we are now working
towards that view.
We are also looking at expanding local industry, possibly with anx industrial park
surrounding the power station. This expansion will extend into the beautiful surrounding
areas as part of the tourist industry. As I have already said, my electorate extends far
beyond Collie and its immediate surrounding area. The mining, processing, agricultural,
horticultural and forestry industries are all showing the benefits of the improvements in
the economy during the last 18 months, particularly during the time of this Government-
The previous speaker referred to woodchipping of old growth karri forest. Nearly half of
my electorate is forest. I have the greatest concentration of Department of Conservation
and Land Management offices and workers in my electorate; therefore, I am well
experienced in the forest industry. I assure the House that no karri logs which have
worthwhile timber are going to chip. The royalties on karri forest indicate that the timber
is far more valuable titan chips. The woodchipping operation is part of the integrated
timber management approach. The Minister for the Environment was justifiably upset
when he heard the assertion that the old growth kerni logs were all going to chip, as that
is not true. The Department of Conservation and Land Management and the managers of
the production sites are making a supreme effort to utilise the entire timber forest.
Most forests in my electorate consist of jarrab and mari, and the integrated management
is workdig a litdle too effectively because the locals are having problems obtaining
firewood. We must be careful in monitoring how much of the resource goes to larger
industries - such as woodehippers, Bunnings, Whixtakers and others - and how much is
available to smaller timber mills or to the locals for firewood.

Last Friday I visited a sawmill in Busselton. which has a very responsible integrated
usage management approach. A furniture business in Busselton directly approaches the
sawmili to select jarrah pieces, and the workers in the mill are very aware of where the
high grade jarrak is going; namely, to a furniture manufacturer in that town, This is the
way we must use our resources.
At Whittakers in (Jreenbushes the timber sorters and graders are becoming very skilled at
ensuring that they choose suitable wood to be used in the integrated service. For
example, good jarrab is not going to waste as rafters or structural timbers; it is used for
decorative timbers in housing and furniture. The move which Whittakers was forced to
make in its restructuring process has been very valuable, as the company is now involved
in the preparation of timber for use in decorative building. The preparation facility is in
Greenbushes right next to the timber mill, so that the workers know where the wood is
going. Therefore, they know what sort of wood is required for the value adding
processes.
The Blackwood River catchmnent management group has been working for a number of
years, and it recently received federal funding to enable it to employ a coordinator.
Therefore, that group will be able to practically apply the planning done in the past. The
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land care district committees and the local conservation areas are die most important part
of the integrated catchment management program, and the LCDCs along the entire
Blackwood River bave been coordinating extremely well.
The farmers in these land cart district committees cannot afford the enormous cost of
fencing that will be required for river banks, remnant vegetation and planting native
species into strategic places within the farm plans. This fencing is very expensive and it
does not matter whether one buys ring lock fencing at $1 200 a kilometre or electric
fencing at $600 kim. The state and the commonwealth have an obligation to assist
tanners with fencing which is required to preserve a resource which belongs to the
people of Australia. Members may say it is freehold land that belongs to the farmer, but
the product from the farm goes towards the national income of Australia. The land must
be preserved so the productivity of the agricultural areas can be preserved, that in turn
can generate wealth for Australia. If we look at it in this way, the primary producer who
owns the land deserves a contribution from State and Commonwealth Governments to
assist with fencing. This assistance should come in the form of a 150 per cent tax
deduction on the erection of fencing. However, if the Federal Government will not look
at the taxation system and this practical expression of conservation, there may be other
ways to assist farmers.
A program could be worked out whereby the cost of the labour component of erecting
these fences can be shared by the farmer and government. What better way is there to
introduce young people who are unemployed and have very little prospect of getting
employment in other areas, into a productive activity such as fencing? We are working
very hard on this proposal in my electorate, particularly in Collie. In the Coolup area we
saw an example of the cooperative erection of fences along the drains that were built
many decades ago. That drainage system is degenerating but it is essential to fence them
to maintain the productivity of the land. It is the same in the Blackwood and Collie
catchment areas where fencing is needed to protect the banks of the rivers. These
schemes can be introduced so that fencing is undertaken at the direction of the local
LCDCs and not necessarily to the benefit of an individual landowner, but as part of the
total plan of catchment management. I sincerely hope that next time I make an address to
this Parliament on the progress of this conservation of the rivers and the farming land, I
will be able to describe the method by which this Government utilised the latent skills of
unemployed people and young people who are at risk of offending to help conserve this
birthright of Australia, which is productive farming land.
My electorate is an exciting area, and I have not spoken at length about all its other
productive activities. About four weeks ago, with the Minister for Mines, I visited the
Hedges goidmine at Boddington. We saw $250 000 worth of gold lying on little trolleys.
There were four great big bars and I can assure members I did not take up the offer to test
how heavy they were because I saw the struggle of the man who had to drop them into
the acid bath to clean them up. Those things are exciting, but even more exciting is the
proposal for the utilisation of the goldmining areas. We are entering into negotiations
with the Department of Minerals and Energy to alter the agreement to restore the sites at
Hedges and Boddington goldmines to thefr original state. I fully support the proposal by
the shire that the mining pit be left and not restored to its former topography. The pit will
be sculpted and turned into a lake that will be available for fishing. aquaculture and
recreation. This will provide a wonderful future for Boddington. The life of Hedges
goldmine is between five and six years and no-one is quite sure what the life of the
Boddington goidmine will be. There must be life after gold for Boddington. and this
proposition is a wonderful opportunity for a recreation centre, an inland lakes system for
the Boddington area, which is only one and a quarter hour's drive from Perth. These are
innovative ways of looking at using old mining areas. I am very pleased the Minister for
Mines has agreed to look at this proposal that the mining company not be required to
adhere to restoring the land to its original topography. Those are just some of the
exciting matters going on in my electorate. I look forward to strong economic growth in
Western Australia under this Government, to which my electorate will be contributing.
DR WATSON (Kenwick) [10.28 pm]: In 1993-94 the Disability Services budget was
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$92.787m and for the forthcoming financial year it will be $92.973m. That increase of
$200 000 falls far short of the extra $3.93m the Minister requested from die Cabinet as a
minimum cover to supply the urgent needs of people with disabilities in Western
Australia. He said that this minimum would simply see people over a crisis, that there
was a six year backlog in accommodation, that there was a shortage of 88 school-based
therapists, and a range of issues which I shall take up in the Estimates Committee. The
point is that with an increase of only $200 000 for the forthcoming financial year, and an
urgent request for $3.93m. one can only assume that disability services are not supported
by other members of the Government. I bring to the attention of the House this evening
that the Government plans to impose a range of fees upon disabled people and their
carers, and it is incumbent upon us all to understand that numbers of constituents in all
electorates will be severely embarrassed by those fees.
An Australian Bureau of Statistics survey that was conducted in 1993 demonstrated a
large range of need that was not met in about ten categories, including self care, mobility,
and verbal communication. I have always understood that health care is a right in our
community, yet I was most disturbed to see from that ABS survey that it is estimated that
8 per cent of health needs are not met, and neither is 13 per cent of the need for meal
preparation for people with disabilities, and that would only compound the problems
faced by those people. It is estimated that in the category of verbal communication, 31
per cent of the need is not met In every area of activity that has been identified, there is
need that is not met. This issue affects us all, in all of our electorates, and we have a duty
to bring this issue to the Minister. The Minister has assured me on previous occasions
that he would like to work with me in a bipartisan way. However, I will bring a number
of instances to the attention of the Minister this evening,
One matter that has appalled me and a number of my colleagues is a circular from the
Disability Services Commission that was disseminated around its northern region, which
requires disabled people to put aside $3 500 for their funeral. I understand that recently a
young man who was quite independent and who lived in a commission facility died
unexpectedly. We encourage people with disabilities to be as autonomous and
independent as they can, and social trainers support people to do that. This particular
bloke was described as a failure because on some occasions he spent all of his pension in
one day. A person on a disability services pension receives $160 per week, and l will
bring to the attention of the House the way in which some of these budgets are worked
out. The circular states clearly that government policy is that consumers should meet the
cost of their funeral from remaining assets, and if a consumer has no assets, that person's
next of kin, no matter how remote, is required to pay for the cost of that funeral. To
some extent, we have been able to accept that in other circumstances, but we have also
acknowledged that people will be provided with a state funeral when they die without the
means to support themselves. How do members think that someone who receives $160
per week can save $3 500 for his or her funeral?
The circular stairs also that the Disability Services Commission will encourage its
consumers to maintain a reserve of $3 500 and that when they wish to withdraw funds
which breach this reserve level - we encourage them to be independent and autonomous -
the commission will weigh carefully the benefits that will accrue from that withdrawal of
funds. That is grossly intrusive and, quite fr-anidy, I cannot see how disabled people will
be able to save that amount of money on a pension of $160 per week, when they probably
have to pay $115 for board and lodging. Many people who live in supported
accommodation take out private insurance because they have multiple medical needs.
That leaves them with $31.25 per week for fares, clothing and entertainment, and perhaps
for cigarettes, yei the man who died was branded a failure because he did not have
$3 500. I am very sad that this Government is prepared to circulate that document as
government policy. 1 wonder where it will stop. many people on both sides of this
House will be quite shocked by thai revelation.
A notice to residents has been posted in a number of these supported accommodation
houses. Last year, there was a review of the rates charged for board and lodging. The
partially serviced units require that 40 per cent of each person's income, or $76.85 per
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week, be paid to the commission, and, on top of that, they must buy their own food. That
means that the costs could amount to about $115 per week, depending upon the
accommodation. However, these fees vary throughout the state. People at
110 Drummond Street will pay 40 per cent of their pension, whereas people at Cockburn
House in Spearwood will pay two-thirds of their pension and have other costs on top of
that.
Another area in which costs differ is for breast prostheses for women who have had a
mastectomy. I wrote to the Minister in July and as yet I have not received an
acknowledgement. I hope that is because the Minister will be able to give me the
positive news that he will review the position. I amn most concerned that costs for breast
prostheses are not uniform across the public system. A woman who has a health care
card is able to have a prosthesis fitted on discharge from hospital and subsequent
prostheses provided on receipt of a doctor's letter, but a woman who is not a health care
card holder and not insured will be provided with a prosthesis only if she has her surgery
at Royal Pe~rth Hospital, Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital or Fremantle Hospital, and she
will be given a voucher for $95 for subsequent prostheses. So, there is no uniformity
unless the person had the operation in one of the three major teaching hospitals. As I
understand it, if a person has an operation at the Swan District Hospital the person will
not receive the same service.
Furthermore, insured women claim against their cover but they are often left with a gap
to pay because the prosthesis can cost between $95 and $350. 1 understand that the
Government subsidises a prosthesis to the rune of $95 but $125 is a more realistic cost
supplement. This is a serious issue for women who need the service. Many women who
have been unwell beforehand might put on weight and require a new prosthesis well
before the year is up. Sadly, some women's disease will catch up with them and they
will need a new prosthesis before the year is up also; so those sorts of inconsistencies in
the system must be addressed. One way of addressing them of course is through
consultation and participation with the people in the field who are most affected.
Although I acknowledge that many of those services are provided through the Health
Department at the moment, I have put a motion on notice for-the establishment of a select
committee to inquire into the cost of disability for individuals and their families. One of
the terms of reference is whether the Health Department or the Disability Services
Commission should administer the scheme. This brings me back to the whole notion of
consultation and participation.
I have been quite distressed to receive a copy of a letter sent to the Minister - and the
Minister knows I have a copy: - ecause there has been a real attempt by the Chairman of
the Disability Services Commission to stifle participation and consultation. Ray Young's
name has come up tine and again to me as a person who compromises meetings by
setting the rules of meetings when they ame supposed to be consultative, participatory
decision-making meetings. I look forward to the Minister's response to that letter. I say
to members of the Government, as well as to my colleagues, that for a previous member
of Parliament to behave in the way he has is contradictory to the position he holds as
chairman of the commission. From recorded minutes of meetings that he attended earlier
this year it is obvious that he was advising members of the commission to lobby rather
than consult with community groups. He thought they should be the people who would
lobby, and he reminded them that nobody from the Opposition could allocate a single
dollar from the opposition benches. We are aware of that, but we have a role in the
Westminster system. He says that a clear political path can be taken to assist the
commission; that he has no objection to local opposition members of Parliament being
involved but not on the basis of creating problems. It simply means, he said, that Cabinet
is given more occasions to ignore that sort of pressure, and he does not want that
happening. Mr Young has served in opposition as well as in government and knows we
have a perfectly legitimate role to play in bringing these sorts of issues before the
Parliament. A whole series of decisions have been made without any consultation within
the field, without any participation by the people who have most to lose or gain from
being involved.
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In February this year the executive of People with Disabilities wrote to the Minister for
Health. As far as I know, an answer has not been received. They were concerned about a
proposed review of aids and appliances. A committee was established early in 1993 and
a reference group was supposed to meet promptly to develop strategies for the better
provision of aids and appliances. In 1981, in response to the International Year of
Disabled People, a program of aids for disabled people - otherwise known as PADS - was
initiated first by the Commonwealth and later transferred to the state in 1987. The
program was managed by the Health Department but, as I said, some ind of tension
exists because the Disability Services Commission has a mandate for all disabilities.
There was a feeling for sonic time that the PADS scheme was not working appropriately
and people were pleased to see that the reference group was established. However, it
never met and a number of disparate committees were set up to review the administration
of a scheme for aids and appliances for people with chronic disabilities and people
discharged from hospitals. So, as early as February this year, the group People with
Disabilities were concerned enough to write to the Minister for Health asking to be told
what would happen. As I have said, I do not think they have received a reply yet.
However, a review was done through the east metropolitan health services earlier this
year when a number of recommendations were made regarding how a future scheme
could work. I will take some time to describe it. People who leave a public hospital will
be provided with some items on discharge, free of charge. That would include items
such as slings, dressings and perhaps soft collars for the neck. In effect, that stays the
same. People who need consumables such as incontinence aids and dressings will be
able to have five days' supply free, and will be assessed as to their ability to pay. I will
return to the issue of incontinence aids because, in my view, that is one of the most
urgent to address. There are other consumable items that are not disposable where
people will be required to purchase replacements. I refer to items such as breast
prosthesis - and I have already said there is no uniformity there; wigs and lycra. bandages
for arms that become very oedematous following a mastectomy. Those people will have
to purchase replacements. While we can say that will bring in some uniformity across
the system. we question whether it is moral to ask people to pay for their health needs.
Some people need short term loans of equipment such as walking sticks and nerve
stimulators. It is proposed to introduce a hire charge to a maximum of $25 a month until
the item is returned or paid off. The people who need longer term assistance with items
such as hoists or wheelchairs are supposed to pay $25 a month hire and a contract fee of
$100 per annum per item. It is sad but true that those who use electric wheelchairs will
now need to pay $100 maintenance. If they have an electric wheelchair they will also
have a manually operated chair, and will be requited to pay on that also. That is $200 out
of the blue that these people will have to pay. They will be required to pay 10 per cent of
the total cost of home modification, such as bathroom alterations, ramps, and verandah
and door widening. People will now have to pay for a huge range of necessities,
depending on their disability, which have never been charged for before. In fact,
increasingly people are being asked to pay for their disability.
I return to the issue of continence aids. Members will understand that where there is
spinal cord injury, or where people have quadriplegia, tetraplegia or paraplegia or a
progressive neurological disease, they will in all likelihood be incontinent and require
more pads, catheters and leg bags, and leg scraps to keep their catheter in place.
Sometimes that sort of equipment will last for several months. Sometimes the people
will have a run of bad luck and will need to replace it three or four times in the year. The
Continence Aids Assistance Scheme was a Federal Government initiative last year. It
was brought down in the 1992-93 Federal Budget in recognition that the cost of
continence management could be a barrier to people finding a job, keeping a job or being
involved in the community. It is available to a number of entitled people who would be
on the disability support pension or in receipt of a mobility allowance.
For the first year that contract from the Commonwealth was tendered to the Multiple
Sclerosis Society of WA Inc. From this year it has been tendered to the Silver Chain
Nursing Association (Inc). People have a great fear that something that was a
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personalised service is now handed over to these organisations simply to administer. I
am sure members will aIll agree that it is a matter that requires a tremendous amount of
personal attention. It is something that people often try to hide, even from their
neighbours. I know a woman who is quadriplegic and incontinent, and does not want her
neighbours to know of her needs. She told me that it cost $108 every four weeks for a
certain kind of pad that suited her. However, since the tender has gone to Silver Chain
the cost has already increased to $114. She needs a packet of the pads to last her every
four weeks.
The Continence Aids Assistance Scheme will provide each individual with up to $450
worth of equipment per annum. Most people will exceed that amount quickly. In the
past people have always been able to get this equipment fire by being an outpatient of a
public hospital. Now the public hospitals have shifted the costs to the Commonwealth.
It is not the disabled person who is benefiting from the system, but the public hospital
system - the state. After the $450 allowance people must buy their own pads and
appliances. One man told me he worked out that it will cost him $1 800 a year extra once
he has exceeded his $450 allowance because he needs a lot of pads and catheters, and he
has two wheelchairs and a waterbed that need maintenance.
People may be able to get their needs for $100 at Royal Perth Hospital or Bentley
Hospital, for example; however, they may cost $118 in Rockingham and $120 in
Bunbury. People in the country are now required to pay freight on their necessities. That
is not good enough. The state has shifted its costs to the Commonwealth and then onto
the individuals. That is why it is so important that this House investigate the cost of
disability to individuals. The quality of service is affected;, it is depersonalised. The
tendering process of the Commonwealth has resulted in discontinuity. People are
concerned that the lowest tender will be accepted. The people who need a lot of products
also point out to me that the cost will be illness: that they will get urinary tract infections
or pressure sores, and will be in hospital from two days to two weeks. The costs then
will be firmly and squarely back on the state.
I am concerned there is a conflict with the objectives of the CAAS scheme and that the
Commonwealth is indirectly subsidising the state. The Minister for Health and the
Minister for Disability Services must examine the present process and restore the
previous system. I am angry that it is less than a year since we had a debate iu this place
on the Disability Services legislation. Members will recall that clauses 4 and 13 of the
Bill were the focus of debate and concern. They were the cause of divisions in this
House. Those two clauses were referred to the upper House Legislation Committee. We
were told there would be no fee for service; that any imposed fees would come back to
the Parliament and would be gazetted before they were imposed on people. I understand
that they have not been gazetted.
People with these kinds of disabilities are concerned about their meagre income of $160 a
week. How much more will they have to spend simply to support their disability; to buy
these pads and pay for wheelchair maintenance? The greater the handicap, the higher the
cost. There is no argument that people with these disabilities are among the poorest
Australians and that their disabilities ame a significant barrier to their full participation in
the community and in a working life.
These costs should be opposed. I am glad to see three National Party members here. I
am concerned at the extra cost to people in the country and the breach of the principles of
the Disability Services Act. The door is now wide open for the introduction and
imposition of other charges on people with disabilities. These Government policies are
clearly dividing the haves from the have nots. I find it abhorrent, and it distresses me that
so many people have contacted me. We should set up a select committee to establish the
costs of disability and how best to reduce the inequities that have occurred since
September last year when the Bill was introduced and became legislation. The inequities
occurring across regions through the provider system of the Health Department are
unacceptable. I urge Government members to consider that and to consider the
conclusions of the east metropolitan region's report which states that the introduction of
any charging structure on what has been a free service to date will be an emotive issue
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for both the service providers and the patient. Too right it will; it makes me angry and
quite emotional. It states in its advice that a change of attitude is needed across the health
industry and the community reviewing the services.
I now turn to the report on gender bias that was recently delivered to the Chief Justice. I
congratulate the teams responsible for the work that went into this report and for the
brave and wide ranging recommendations made. All members will be aware that some
untoward comments made by judges in Victoria and South Australia really emphasised
chat gender bias in the court system is an issue which results in many injustices.
However, gender bias is systemic right throughout the legal and judicial system. It has
much to do with the male dominance of the bench and the males who make the
legislation. I believe that the more women there are in Parliament, the less those kinds of
influences will be. Cultural changes are needed in the professions of law, police and the
magistracy. A number of laws are discriminatory and the report points to industrial
relations and workers' compensation legislation. It also refers to the need to repeal
certain provisions of the Criminal Code and to introduce the defence of self defence,
which considers the lives of battered women.
A report was received from Professor Kathleen Mahoney on the status of gender bias task
forces and commissions in the United States of America. It is very encouraging that in
almost every state, survey, research and assessment has been conducted of the potential
for, or of actual, gender bias. Some states have moved miles ahead in the implementation
of recommendations of these reports. It is a shame the Attorney is not here. Perhaps I
can put it to her through the Deputy Premier to establish priorities for the implementation
of these recommendations of the gender bias task force and to publicise them. The only
things I have heard the Attorney state about these recommendations is that she does not
believe in affirmative action and does not see it as necessary to change the system. I
disagree with her. The recommendations supported by the majority of the committee
were that to achieve changes consideration must be given to the numbers of women
appointed as judges and magistrates, and how the courts and the court system can be
changed to suit women. The recommendation should be implemented in a bipartisan
way. Many men and women on this side of the House would be pleased to work with the
Attorney. The implementation should be monitored and regularly reported on.
I will discuss in other speeches the specific recommendations of the gender bias task
force. Before closing, I wish to discuss violence against women and how efforts can be
continued to prevent it. Members will be talking to the Attorney and the inister for
Community Development about budgetary provisions which have not been made to the
Opposition's satisfaction or to the satisfaction of women who work with battered women.
One of' the impressive things about the purple postcard campaign that was held on
International Womens Day this year and conducted by the National Council on Women
was that 17 per cent of all responses to that campaign stated that the most important issue
was violence against women. There were 4 500 issues addressed in that purple postcard
campaign, and nearly everyone stated they wanted violence to stop. The other major
concerns were breast cancer and child care costs.
Women are stating that more campaigns are needed against the culture of violence. In
my view we must work on prevention of violence in the next generation. We should be
working with school children about the non-violent resolution of conflict. We also need
to address the very important issue of how much real world violence can be blamed on
the media. In tomorrow's newspaper there is an article about television violence. In
America, life threatening violence on television jumped 67 per cent; the average number
of violent incidents rose from 10 scenes per channel an hour to 15; and the biggest rise of
all came in news programs, a staggering 244 per cent increase. I do not think the
situation is too different in Australia. I recently undertook research before appearing
before a senate select committee considering whether the introduction of pay TV should
be controlled in any way. One of the real issues is how strong the links could be between
viewed violence in the media and real violence. Members will be interested to know that
psychological, psychiatric and medical literamure which describe both the short and long
term effects of violence is on the increase. Many psychiatrists and paediatricians are
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saying that this should be treated as a public health issue and that we should care as much
about our children viewing violence as we do about making sure they are immunised and
wear bicycle helmets when riding bicycles. In a recent report on violence and youth the
American Psychological Association said there was absolutely no doubt that higher
levels of viewing violence on television were correlated with an increased acceptance of
aggressive attitude and behaviour.
I will skimt over a number of research reports and I am mole than willing to make the
research available to members because this issue should concern every member in this
House. The research recognises that there are multiple television sets and video
recorders in the home and quite often the second or third television set can be found in a
child's bedroom. This has been shown to be so in a British survey undertaken by the
Independent Broadcasting Authority. It found that the trends in attitude and policies
about family viewing had changed. The British Medical Journal clearly demonstrates
that after watching particularly violent and provoking programs, children as young as 10
and 11 years can suffer severe acute psychiatric syndromes. The Journal of Paediatrics
and Child Health which I have includes an Australian paper showing that antisocial toys
can reward aggression. A Dr Centerwall clearly demonstrated in the American Medical
Journal that infants as young as 14 months can observe and incorporate behaviour they
have seen on television.
In the longer term members must take account of a prospective study in the United States
which involved 22 years of observation of approximately 900 boys. The observation
began when they were eight years old and it continued until they were 30. After
controlling for baseline aggression, intelligence and socioeconomic status at age eight it
was found that their television viewing at that age significantly predicted the seriousness
of crimes for which they were convicted by age 30. It is statistically significant and is
interesting and important research. The critical years for any intervention aimed at
reducing the cumulative effects of violence must be the pme-adolescent years. Any
campaign must focus on the children and their carers. It is documented in literature that
by the time a boy enters adolescence that aggression is fixed. Aggression is known to
psychologists as being one of the most fixed traits of personality. Any intervention
should be for children and their parents. The television industry must be challenged in
the same way as the tobacco industry was. It is a very important part of members'
responsibility as adults and legislators.
[Ile member's time expired.]
MR TRENORDEN (Avon) [11.15 pm]: Before I address my comments to the Bill I
will do somethinig I rarely do; that is, recognise the passing of a member of the public.
On this occasion I refer to the passing of Mr John Higgins of Narrogin. He was an
exceptional person and he made a tremendous contribution to the Narrogin community.
In addition at the time of his death, he was the President of the Western Australian
Trotting Association. Those members who read the death notices in The West Australian
would appreciate that a large number of people recognised the great loss he will be not
only to the community, but also to the trotting industry and, of course, his family. I
believe with all my heart that in the past couple of years he was the man of the moment
in the WA Trotting Association. He was very approachable and did not display his
anger. He was able to get his points across without any aggression and the style he used
could be adopted in many places, particularly in this House. It is those qualities which
will be sadly missed.
Mr D.L. Smith: I hesitate to remind you he was at university with me.
Mr TRENORDEN: I hope some of his good qualities rubbed off on the member for
Michell. I will certainly miss John Higgins. My initial contact with him was not as a
Mrend, but we did develop a friendship in later years. His approaches to me were
generally as a result of his representing his community.
Mr D.L. Smith: He made a significant contribution to trotting and Narrogin.
Mr TRENORDEN: His contribution to trotting will be well documented, but his
contribution to Narrogin will not be documented outside that community.
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I have several issues to raise in this debate. Firstly, I will refer to the Chester family
which has farmed west of York for 40 years, It appears that the family will not be given
the opportunity to continue earning a living from their farm. Thbeir farm borders a
catchment area of the Mundaring Weir and approximately 43 per cent of the property has
been cleared. Many of their neighbours have gone well beyond that and some of them
have cleared their entire property. Mr Chester and his wife, who was also heavily
involved in the activity of the farm, acted on the best advice they received from the
Department of Agriculture. Their efforts to seek that advice has been well documented
The point of my argument is that Mr Chester used only enough of his land to support his
wife and family. He did not seek to go beyond that. This year he decided to clear some
more of his property, but he has been stopped from doing that. A number of years ago he
put aside an area of his farm to be used by his son when he could be encouraged to
return. I point out that Mr Chester has farmed for 40 years. I will not reveal his age, but
he is certainly not a member of the local football team now.
The existing cleared land is not sufficient to support Mr Chester, his wife and his son.
Therefore, he wished to clear a small amount of land and went ahead to obtain approval
to do so from the Department of Agriculture. When he first went to the department he
was given a strong indication that he would be able to clear about 100 hectares of land.
He planned to clear is in accordance with the normal procedures; that is, to clear it in
strips so provide for the retention of water and to keep the level of salinity at a minimum.
That is the way he has cleared die majority of his property. An aerial photograph of his
property shows he has made a conscious effort to keep to that. Now both CALM and the
Department of Agriculture oppose the clearing, and the laws of society have prevented
further clearing on that property. An injunction has been placed on him by the Supreme
Court. That farmer will not be compensated by Western Australian society, and that is a
grave injustice. It should be noted that he has cleared 1 620 acres of 3 749 acres - which
is just over 40 per cent. He has run around for a number of years going through the
Department of Agriculture, CALM, the Minister and then the Supreme Court, which has
placed this penalty on him. However, the research, which is the basis on which he cannot
clear his farm because of salinity and soil problems, is not proven. It is not an exact
science. Despite that, the law is so draconian that he is totally without defence before the
courts, and the law gives him no room in which to manoeuvre.
Mr Minson: The member is quite right. When the soil and land conservation
commissioner decides you cannot clear for any reason, compensation is not allowed on
the grounds that it is not wise to clear that land under any circumstances. The
Government must come to grips with that because of the very situation you are talking
about. We are trying to work on this problem to find a formula for what is reasonable to
expect a farmer not to clear of his land and to work out some equitable ways of
compensation. An increasing number of farmers around the state will be confronted with
the same situation.
Mr TRENORDEN: This person is in a special position because 53 per cent of his farm is
uncleared. Whatever the ratio, it will not be more than 25 per cent, yet this person is
locked in at snore than 50 per cent.
Mr Minson: The Government must get its act together.
Mr TRENORDEN: No amount of professional opinions this man could bring before the
Supreme Court would alter the decision of that court; that is, he is guilty under this
legislation before he starts. That is a very draconian part of the law. Very little other
legislation is that tough. The Minister has acknowledged that is is tough. Once a
decision has been made on a best guess - I am not having a go at the people who made
the best guess because they are genuinely vlying to fix the problem - the people caught in
this bind have nowhere to go. If they take their own professionals into the court, it
amounts so nought This has impacted ont that person's livelihood. The land is zoned
agricultural; it is not forestry country. One of the solutions put forward to this couple is
so go into forestry so that in 20 or 30 years' time they will have an income. Mr Chester
quietly points out that he may not be around in 20 or 30 years to benefis. He needs
income now. Is is an important property and the aspects of the land are important, like
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many ocher areas of d"l state. The beauty and quality of the busbiand are not disputed,
but CALM is not interested in purchasing the land because it has plenty of land in the
catchnient area next to his property. CALM has clearly indicated to the Chesters chat it
does not want to buy their land, but also it does not want them to clear or farm the land.
They have lost control of that land; CALM, the Department of Agriculture, the
Government and society have taken it from them.-
A soil conservation order has been placed on Mr Chester, despite the fact that he has a
good conservation record. A criticism often thrown at farmers - most of it unjustified - is
that they do not tat the land well. I know my forefathers came from the goldfields and
became farmers, and their knowledge was gained in practice. It was unfortunate that they
did not have those skills. Although most other farmers have cleared the land and gained
the benefit for many years, Mr Chester, who has been conscientious about conservation,
is paying an enormous penalty. The land available to be used is not enough to sustain an
income. For the first time in his fanning career he and his wife last year qualified to
receive money back from the Australian Taxation Office. Anyone experienced in
farming accounting will know that is a significant event for any family. This family has
absolutely nowhere to go.
Who else in society would be treated in this way? He must pay rates on more than 50 per
cent of his land from which he is not able to earn income. The control of that land has
been taken from, him. The situation is even worse than that, because the order removes
from his use land that he was using previously. It is lightly wooded land between York
Highway and his house, which he has used for many years to shelter stock against the
elements - both heat and cold - and for grazing and holding purposes. The conservation
order forbids him to use that land. This penally was not in existence before he decided he
wanted to clear more land. The order has not frozen time, it has taken a step backward.
It is a very draconian decision for this family. As the inister for the Environment has
pointed out, this debate will rage for some time. In the metropolitan area land is resumed
for many reasons. Four of my constituents have been caught in the recent announcement
by the Minister for Planning of activities throughout the metropolitan area. They have
been told their land will be resumed and they have no way of stopping that. However,
they will be compensated. One of these blocks is being resumed for the value of the
vegetation on it. However, a person who lives 70 or 80 kilometres from that property is
not in the same position. The Minister elaborated on that point to some extent.
Basically, the argument is that the mun-off from his farm impacts on his neighbour's
property; it is a penalty on the neighbour and, therefore, he should not be compensated
for that penalty.
in the case of the Chesters, they got no credits for the past - none whatsoever. Mr
Chester has received a great deal of sympathy, but he cannot live on that. His income is
down. In his eyes nobody cans: the conservationists and the Government do not care
about him. The demands of society argument just leaves him cold. This is in a society
that pays money to street kids aged 14, 15 or 16 years who leave home; and even to the
family of a criminal who get compensated when the criminal is in jail. Mr Chester is no
criminal, but he has lost that important ability which he thought was his right by way of
ownership of the land. Society has decided that it is not his right. He cannot even get the
unemployment benefit because his assets base is too high. It would be affected by the
decision to sell the land. If he chooses to do so. he suffers a penalty because of the
conservation order on the land. He is caught out in extreme circumstances with a few
other people and there does not seem to be the compassion within society to meet this
man's needs.
Where does he go from heir? As the Minister pointed out, we need a compassionate
government to recognise his plight. I have already arranged for Mr Chester to see the
Minister for Primary Industry, and I thank the Minister for agreeing to see him. As I see
it, there are at least thim options, maybe others. The first is that Mr Chester should, on
compassionate prounds, get an ex gratia payment for the disability he has received.
Secondly, if that is not possible, perhaps he could be financed into the extra land he
wanted to clear so that he could continue with the activities that make his farm viable.
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Thirdly, and importantly, if the land is so valuable - I am arguing that it is; it is beautiful
country - why can he not be paid to be a protector of it? Over 40 years he has proved that
he is a protector of the land because of the condition in which the land is now and
because he has decided not to clear it. The Government could decide to pay him on the
basis that he is a minder or protector of that land.
People should not be penalised for the fact that they live in rural Western Australia. If
this matter were to be transposed to the city, the demands of this individual would
undoubtedly be met. If an individual in the metropolitan area could not get work and had
to lose some income for a couple of days, that person would be compensated. Why are
the Chesters and a number of other families so far out of step? T7here is no reason for it.
There is validity in moving one's water problems onto the next property, but it has to be
within the bounds of reason. Mr Chester has a history of doing the right thing. Why
should he and Mrs Chester be penalised for the inability of the farm to meet their income
expectations, not to be wealthy but to receive a much lower income than people who live
in Perth would expect.
That is the story of the Chesters. I will not rest on this matter. It is a very important one
and I will pursue it. A number of other people will also be seeking justice in this regard.
The matter is before the Government and I know it will not go on forever. I feel for the
Chesters, who are very angry. It seems to me that the rules which society has made are
placing a dramatic impost on the Chesters from which they cannot recover There is no
appeal process; there is only the option of a political decision. I hope to have some
success in the resolution of this matter in the near future.
Another family in my constituency - it is not hard to get angry about this matter - is
concerned about an issue relating to the Department of Social Security, and particularly
the Federal Government, which sets the policy which I consider to be a malicious,
deliberate abuse of a ruling against rural people. This is one of the examples of abuse the
Federal Government hands out to rural people. This family - I will not mention the name
for reasons which wI become obvious when I tell the story; although I have not been
requested to withhold the name - went bust on the land. Like many others they farmed
for years and their liabilities exceeded their assets so the vast majority of the farm had to
be sold. The money they received from the sale cleared the debts with the banks and
creditors. For many years the land was farmed in partnership with three families: The
elderly couple and two sons and their wives. For all of that time one person owned the
vast majority of the land. However, all of dhe six were caught in the financial maze that
engulfed them, as has happened to so many families in this state and, unfortunately, is
happening in the eastern states, where farmers are leaving their properties in droves.
As the land that is left does not create enough income for one family, let alone three, the
two younger families have taken off to Perth to seek whatever fortune they may find. I
do not know their employment situation at present. The elderly couple cannot get a
pension because of the assets test1 primarily because the male member owned the land.
in the eyes of the Department of Social Security and the Federal Labor Government, he
alone cleared die debt, even though all six people fanned the land for 20 years; therefore,
according to the Department of Social Security, the other five have placed on him a
substantial debt. If he wants to get the pension, he has to take action against his wife, his
sons and his daughters-in-law to recover that money, otherwise under the assets test the
debt of the other five is counted as an asset
I find that to be a totally unbelievable position. That is why I say that it is a deliberate,
malicious policy of the Department of Social Security and the Federal Government. In
the eight years I have been the member for Avon, this situation has been spelt out over
and over again by rural people to people like mue in the National Party, and those in the
Western Australian Farmers Federation (Inc.), the Country Women's Association of WA
(Inic) and many other community groups. The wife of this man, his sons and daughters-
in-law are not in a position to pay the money. However, that does not stop the
Department of Social Security suggesting that this man make a claim upon them. The
fact that he might be forced to take action against his immediate family is just appalling.
There ame not sufficient words in the English language to describe that action.
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Someone could ask: Why did the senior male in this family not transfer the land? That
could have been done and the rest of the family members would have shared in the
situation. However, it would have cost $30 000 in stamp duty to do so. They did not
have that sort of money. In fact at one stage it was considered but the bank had an
interest and increasing the debt by $30 000 would have created very serious problems.
They did not transfer the land because it was not an option. I say with a great deal of
pride that this Government will change that situation, and not before time.
Mr Prince: If they had given it away they would have given away $2 000 a year.
MrT TRENORDEN: I thank the member for Albany for that interjection. That is
absolutely right: If they had given it away it would also have been counted as an asset
and would not have proved anything at all.
Mr Brown: Do you think them should be no assessments at all and that four out of five
householders in the metropolitan area should not have to do this?
MrT TRENORDEN: Someone can have a $10mn house in Dalkeith and still receive the
pension. He could have a $1l00m house in Dalkeith and still get the pension.
Mr Brown: He cannot.
Mr TRENORDEN: Yes he can, if it is his own house and his residence.
Mr Brown: His own house; but what if he owns other property?
Mr TRENORDEN: Is that a reasonable position in the asset test?
Mr Brown: If you own other property, yes.
Mr TRENORDEN: Exactly. If all his assets are in that house, as the member for Morley
knows, he can borrow against that asset and keep himself afloat for many years, because
many finance companies will allow a retired person to use his capital to live. It is still
not counted in the pension as an asset, which is a direct bias against rural people. flat
asset test has been lifted. I am not arguing totally against the asset position, because I
believe people who can afford to look after themselves should do so. However, here is a
totally draconian position, where a family that is unable to do anything about its position
or plight is told to get lost. It is an appalling and disgusting position for the Department
of Social Security to be in. One has to say it is deliberate, because a meagre brain could
work out the real accounts of this family. One does not have to be Paul Getty to work
this out. I often find when dealing with the department that its position is absolutely
appalling. It adopts absurd positions when dealing with assets; in fact, its accounting
position is best described as mickey mouse. Mouskateers would be a good description
for the people of that department They make my blood boil.
This couple may never get a pension. They are going through appeal process after appeal
process. They deserve overwhelmingly to get a pension. Theme is no compassion from
the DSS or the federal Labor Party; no understanding of the years of heartbreak these
people went through of losing that asset; no recognition of the many years of taxation,
and not income tax but the indirect taxation that kills farmers; and no recognition of age
as a barrier to this couple being able to earn further income. They are just thrown on the
scrap heap without any further consideration of their plight. It is disgraceful. They are
not all that isolated as an example in rural Western Australia. Many people in the state
have so-called assets that are not earning any income but keeping them away from
benefits they could reasonably expect The member for Morley is a fair man, and I am
certain he would say that it should be well within their expectations. Because of the asset
test and the valuation of land one can hold a $2m asset in the eyes of the Valuer General,
yet its ability to raise income might be very close to nothing. If one went to Queensland
right now, one could find families in exactly that position. It affects not only the ability
to receive social security but also, as I may mention in another speech, the ability to
educate children. I hope I have twinged someone's conscience in the DSS, but I doubt it
very much. I think the department is the absolute pits.
I wish to speak of the impact the TABCORP float - which was the Victoria TAB - will
have on thi industry in Western Australia. That float finished about $120m
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undersubscribed by those who are called die mums and dads of the market. This shortfall
was quickly taken up by the institutions. One must ask why the institutions want to home
in on a float that Mrs Avenage undersubscribed. The reasons are simple. This body has a
very secure income as against capital, but the capital is also substantial. That income
strength is very attractive to the institutional investor. The money will come not just
from the operation of racing through horse codes and dogs in Victoria, but also - in fact,
the vast majority - from clubs and hotels through the operation of poker machines and
gaming devices. The estimated turnover there is $400m by the financial year 1995-96.
The estimated profits are $1h10m - casino or no Melbourne casino - and that very
substantial income is why the institutional people took up the residue very quickly.
The TAB is only one of two competitors on that club scene of machines in hotels. Two
other groups that gained from the floating of the TAB are the racing industry, which has
a fixed percentage in the whole arrangement, although I have not the time to go through
all that, and also the shareholders of TABCORP. Unlike much of the privatisation that
occurs overseas and in Australia, the Victorian Government does not lose its ability to
earn money, which is the interesting point about this privatisation. It will be guaranteed
that as the system develops its income will grow as weli as receiving in excess of $700m
cash in hand. This unique scheme is obviously the attraction to the Victorian
Government. The Labor Party in Victoria has decided to put a cat amongst the pigeons
by saying that once it gets to the Treasury benches, which it will do in due course, it will
put another competitor into the system, putting further pressure on those private people
who own the TAB. What does that meain? It means the faceless investors of those
institutions and corporate bodies will drive TABCORP for further income and capital
gain. They are faceless because they are not visible to the general public. They represent
the superannuation funds and capital funds that are growing immensely. They
desperately need to know that their income stream will be consistent and there will be
capital gain on those funds. The racing industries, including the dogs, will want income.
They will have growth in their income for four or five years, but that will pan out because
the activity of gamning machines in clubs and hotels will reach saturation point. That will
affect the growth of the money going to the gaming industries, and when that occurs they
will also want to cut their coat according to their cloth, because their income will go up
dramatically during those years when the Government will not complain of increased
activities. The manager of this new TABCORP happens to be on about a $6m package.
Had I known that I wouid probably have thrown my name in the hat and said to someone,
"I have just missed out on a job that pays $6m."
He stated in his early press releases that the new TABCORP will go interstate for its
business and will use modem technology. The gentleman's agreement that has survived
for decades that each Totatisator Agency Board will operate only within its own state has
gone; it is history. TABCORP has clearly stated it is after the dollars. Cable TV will
bring racing into the homes of every Australian who decides to have it. Not only will we
be able to see the coverage of those races, we will also be provided with constant form
and betting information in our homes. We will not have to go to the TAB to make bets.
Making a bet will be a matter of pressing a button on a computer or making a call on the
telephone. Members who have an interest in modern technology will know that,
irrespective of the location, that telephone call will not cost anything. Other people are
very interested in that business. Many punters, particularly those who punt a fair amount
of money each year, will be interested in the rate charged in the dollar.
Currently in the Victorian TAB pools, of which Western Australia is a part, 14.25 per
cent of every winning bet is removed from the fund in order to fund the system. The
advice given to TABCORP is that it should reduce that to 12 per cent. A world gambling
survey has shown that 12 per cent will increase tire interest in the TAB. If that occurs
that will instantly result in a reduction of funds to the codes of Western Australia and to
the State Government. It has been proved that Western Australia cannot go it alone any
more. We joined that pool because our own pools were too small and we were losing
punters because the sizable bet on the local pool affected that pool too much. We are
participating in the major pool of Victoria and our turnover has dramatically increased
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over the past year or so. Ex-Prime Minister Hawke, who is making some noises in
different areas right now, and the Australian Capital Territory, put up a scheme to borne
in on these billions of dollars of gambling money. One of the wealthiest millionaires in
the world is considering establishing a centre at Bangkok to receive those telephone calls
I talked about. in Vanuatu a group is examining a system by which a gambler can take
telephone calls from his lounge room in front of the TV set at a discount on the 14.25 per
cent because that group will not have to prop up an industry, or a government In fact it
could take up to 8 per cent and be very well off because it is not involved in maintaining
all the things in which we are interested. I have heard that this is at least a $16b industry.
it involves big money and the "big" people of the world are watching this gambling pool
with a great deal of interest.
It is important to know that races cannot be protected. The information of a race is public
and there is no way that a racecourse or government, either state or federal, can somehow
protect that information from outside punters. It is not possible. Western Australians
face a big risk because 70 per cent of betting on our TAB is placed on eastern states
races, not Western Australian races. Those people do not have loyalty to the Western
Australian system, but to gambling. If somebody else can give them a discount they will
go somewhere else. The money coming into the state is under considerable threat. The
result will be a sharp decline in funds to the codes which will make the effects in the late
1980s and early 1990s look like a picnic. The financial return to government could also
collapse and the industry, as it has so many imes in the past, winl come to government to
be rescued.
Much of the detail I have just outlined can be read in the latest report on the TAB by the
Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee so I will not repeat all that.
However, I will summarise the situation as I see it. The pertinent points are that over
$700m has been invested mostly by institutions. Those institutional investors have
invested for the sound income that has been promised from those funds, as well as the
capital gain. They are the funds that backup the superannuation schemes of Australia.
They need this income; it must be available. Increased pressure will be put on VicTab
for it to gain more income. There will be increased competition, as I said, from other
TABs and interests outside Australia. In addition, technology will be increasingly used
in the gambling game. There am some effects on the Victorian systems float that we
know about: First, Melbourne has a brand new casino; second, the Victorian ALP will
throw a new competitor into the system; anid, third, there will be a major interest, as has
been talked about, in the huge pool of gambling funds. When those things bite into the
VicTab system it will be looking for income. Those factors must impact on our local
TAB. Technology will be able to deliver information to all Australians. It will also
deliver to all Australian gamblers the effects of competition which has not existed until
now.
The market forces of which we hear so much are about to prevail. Our system is at
extreme risk. The public accounts committee points out that the TAB is not in a
management position to meet this push. According to The West Australian and other
publications, our industry is not in a position to meet the thrust. I believe the vast
majority of our industry has no knowledge of what will visit it. I fear for the industry. It
is either the third or fourth biggest employer of Western Australians, and it is under
definite threat. It is of great concern to me that many of the people within the industry
happen to think that the TAB is a milch cow. In fact to many people in the industry the
TAB is just like heroin. The heroin line comes down for the effects month in, month out.
That heroin line will always be there and it has a right to that money. However, I am
tying to say to this House that that drip of heroin is about to be tured off which will

result in an immeasurable effect on the industry. Thie pain will be intense. AlD those
matters that we have been debating for many years and my interest in this - country clubs
- will be the thrown out by the principal clubs on the rationalisation bandstand
irrespective of whether it is a good or a bad decision. I unashamedly say that is one of
MY primpe interests in this debate. The industry is a good, vibrant employer of people in
the racing industry. Those people who are running it are working for their vested
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interests and using their selfish position to put too many people at risk. The money the
Government earns is used for all sorts of other benefits for Western Australians besides
the racing industry. I have great concern for the Western Australian racing industry and I
believe it has a very short period to get its act in order. I fear it does not have the ability
to do that.
MR BROWN (Morley) [ 11.59 pm): The first matter with which I want to deal in this
debate is the Noranda Primary School. I received correspondence from the school earlier
this year about concerns by the staff and by the Parents and Citizens Association
concerning asbestos roofs at the school. The correspondence stated -

The Asbestos Diseases Society representative Mr Bruce Horgan, visited last
Wednesday -

which was the Wednesday before 23 May 1994 -
- and, accompanied by P & C and school representatives, made examinations at
three separate locations within the school. His letter recommending that the
asbestos roofs examined should be either coated or replaced will be circulated to
all families of children attending Noranda Primary School and Mr Horgan will be
at the June P & C meeting to answer questions.

Following receipt of that letter, I attended a meeting of the local P & C association. That
group is very active and is quite capable of doing its own research. Research carried out
by members of that association revealed the following articles on the prospect of hazards
to health being created by asbestos roofs. The first thing that members of the association
did was to do a literature search on asbestos. Of course, this House recognises that
asbestos is carcinogenic and needs to be handled with extreme caution. It is noted in the
literature search that -

This chemical is also on the Special Health Hazard Substance List because it is a
CARCINOGEN.

Later, information provided on the material safety data sheets indicate under the heading
"cancer Hazard' that -

Asbestos is a CARCINOGEN in humans. There may be no safe level of exposure
to a carinogen ...

That was the result of the first search carried out by the P & C association. As I said, the
association is capable of carrying out important research. It provided me with copies of
other reports and in particular a report of a publication headed "Environmental research
No 48" which deals with the release of asbestos fibres from weathered and corroded
asbestos cement products. The article was written by K.R. Spumny on 18 May 1988. In
part, the author said that in studies that he has undertaken -

As a result of constant exposure to meteorologic influences (i.e., acid rains,
sunshine1 wind, frost) and to atmospheric pollutants the surface of asbestos
cement products corrodes and weathers. Cement particles, asbestos fibers, and
agglomerates of both particles and fibers are released from the plate surface and
become dispersed in the air and in rainwater.
in our first investigation ... asbestos concentrations higher than normal were
measured in the ambient air in the vicinity of buildings containing asbestos
cemnent products.

It is concluded from that research chat it is possible, indeed probable, that asbestos is
released into the atmosphere from asbestos roofs. The committee also drew my attention
to a report of the Western Australian Advisory Committee on H-azardous Substances of
August 1990. This report dealt with what was then being considered by the Ministry of
Education in relation to school asbestos roofs. Paragraph 10.4 of that report
recommended -

Consideration should be given by the Ministry of Education to the replacement,
over a manageable time frame, of asbestos cement roofs with condition scores of
4 or 5.
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Digressing for a moment, the Ministry of Education assessed school roofs at all schools
and, based on that assessment, school roofs were assessed in levels of 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 with
the roofs getting a scare of 4 or 5 being those that were in the worst condition. That
report also recommended at paragraph 10.6 -

Consideration should be given by the Ministry of Education to the application of
durable coatings to deteriorated asbestos cemented roofs with condition scores of
less than 4 or 5 with the objective mainly of preventing deterioration of the roof
and reducing subsequent maintenance and/or need for replacement.

As I indicated, those recommendations were made in August 1990. In November 1990 a
media statement was put out by the then Minister for Education in which a commitment
was made that the ministry would, under a management plan and in consultation with
schools, unions and parents groups, result in Western Australia's 280-plus schools with
asbestos roofs being encapsulated by mid-1994. There was a clear commitment at that
time for either the removal or the encapsulation of asbestos roofs. By and large, that
commitment emanated from the examination of roofs and concerns in the community.
Concerns in the community about contracting asbestos related diseases were also referred
to some time later in The West Australian newspaper of 26 February 1991. A report
under the heading "Asbestos will kill more than AIDS: report" predicted -

... Mnother 6000 people will develop the fatal asbestos-induced lung cancer,
mesothelioma, in the next 20 years.

The article continued -
The prediction comes after a six-year study revealed that white asbestos could
cause the disease.
Announcing the findings of the Worksafe Australia study yesterday. Federal
industrial Relations Minister Peter Cook warned that asbestos-related deaths
would far outstrip the toll of the AIDS epidemic.
The grim prediction coincides with new figures which revealed there was a 20 per
cent increase last year in the number of deaths caused by mesothelioma and a
threefold rise in the number of known deaths since 1981.

A further report published in The Western Teacher in December 1992 alluded to the fact
that the World Health Organisation and the National Health and Medical Research
Council have stated there is no known safe level of asbestos exposure. It states -

The World Health Organisation and the National Health and Medical Research
Council have stated that there is no known safe level of asbestos exposure and
that medical research indicates that the incidence of cancer and niesothelioma can
be triggered by relatively trivial exposure to asbestos.
Ihe risk of mesothelionia is thought to increase rapidly with time since first
exposure and the risk of cancer is proportional to total exposure. Therefore
children are more at risk than adults for similar exposure levels. Children have
may be 50-70 years of life ahead of them from the time of their first exposure.

Concerns were raised again by that publication.
Further concerns were raised in the publication Global Environment, which referred to a
study in Germany involving 10 years of measurement which indicated that most
emissions of asbestos in the environment came from the asbestos industry, automobile
brakes, and weathered asbestos cement particles coming from buildings. That study
indicated a main cause of asbestos release into the atmosphere was weathered roofs, and
the report indicated in conclusion that it was necessary to have such roofs removed and
replaced.
Members will recall that this matter was important in the lead up to the 1993 state
election. Indeed, both sides of this House were involved in examining the matter and
making commitments to the public. . The present Premier, the then Leader of the
Opposition, made commitments about the removal of school roofs. He wrote a letter to
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the Deanmore Primary School after he was asked by the school to investigate the matter
and to visit the school to express an opinion about the asbestos roof at that school. In his
letter of 9 December 1992 he wrote -

Itris evident that two issues must be addressed. Firstly, with respect to the health
and safety concerns, I will commit a new Coalition Government to attend to the
roofing problem at Deantmore. A Coalition Government will introuce a roof
encapsulation/replacement program which will phase out this problem throughout
the State over a time frame commensurate with state finances.

That was the commitment from the current Premier. Interestingly, the commitment has
not been honoured. The Deanmr Primary School is in the electorate of Scarborough.
Also, the commitment to encapsulate asbestos roofs has not been honoured. It has been
claimed in some quarters that this is an unrealistic scame; indeed, some people maintain
that the concerns are overdramatised. If that is the case, it certainly has been
overdramauised in certain parts of the state.
I have a document which indicates the work done within the wonderful area of the City
of Nedlands in relation to the removal of asbestos roofs. Members will be interested to
know that almost $200 000 has been spent in the City of Nedlands in either removing or
encapsulating roofs. The list refers to the Dalkeith Oval change rooms; the J.D. Smith
Pavilion; Swanboumne Beach toilets; Hackett Hall; College Park preschool; the Nedlands
foreshore toilets; the Dalkeith preschool verandah; and many others - the list goes on and
on. This is a matter of real concern for parents, teaching staff and students.
A risk evaluation of asbestos roofs was carried out in May 1994 at Noranda Primary
School which recommended that the roof not be replaced or encapsulated. Following
that evaluation, a request was made by me on behalf of the local parents and citizens
group to meet with the Executive Director of the Education Department to discuss the
matter. Unfortunately, that request has not received a positive response, and that is a
matter of concern to me and the local parents and citizens group.
The Government has made a clear commitment to the schools and school communities in
Western Australia, and it is now up to the Government to honour that commitment. The
commitment is unequivocally stated in the Premier's letter. If this is not to be Just
another broken promise, the commitment must be implemented at the earliest possible
opportunity-
The second local matter to which I refer relates to some dialogue I had with the
Bayswater Ministers' Fraternal. Members will be await that ministers of various
religious persuasions meet as a fraternal to discuss matter of concern to their parishes
and to participate in a range of community activities. During a recent meeting I had with
the fraternal, a concern was expressed about funds provided for school chaplain
programs. A good case was made by the ministers for additional funding to be provided
for that purpose.
I received a letter from the chairman of the Bayswater Ministers' Fraternal dealing with
the type of work carried out under the school pastoral care program, which read -

Chaplains aim to provide a Christian Presence in the schools on behalf of the
churches. They provide pastoral care to students (and staff) as a listener, friend
and counsellor. They aim to bring self-esteem in a person.
Their role is basically a positive one which at the same time serves preventative
functions. They can address problems at an earlier stage before frustration erupts
into vandalism, theft, violence and other forms of lawlessness which is so costly
to society. A full-time chaplain costs approximately $30 000 per year. If they
keep one person annually from incarceration they save the State their salary
equivalent. They also spane a person the emotional damage incarceration can
bring about.

That is an impormat point in view of the recent report commissioned by the Minister for
Community Development The report was titled "Crisis Intervention" and advocated
more emphasis on prevention. It recommended that the state should intervene at an
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earlier stage and provide support mechanisms so that people do not end up in a crisis
situation. It is clear from the work carried out by the Minister, and by those who provide
pastoral care, that additional resources must be provided in that area. This can assist the
Government in its objectives to ensure that prevention is placed ahead of crisis
management.
I refer further to the Minister's letter because it is important to the total context of the
debate. It reads -

The Bearley Report into aspects of Education in W.A. in the 1980s cited the
breakdown of parenting as a major cause of youth difficulties.
The report pointed out that as society suffers as parenting skills, even the desire to
act as a parent, diminish, the State itself for its own good must compensate for
this deficiency. Reluctantly the report recommended that schools take on a
'Pastoral Care" role in an attempt to make up for parenting inadequacies. Many
schools have found that chaplaincy is one of the most effective ways of providing
"Pastoral Cart" to students (and staff).

The importance of this program and other intervention programs can be seen in the
results of some preliminary research that is being carried out by some of the community
based organisations. In this place we have all talked about juvenile crime and
delinquency. It is important to go behind the symptom and look at the cause. In some of
the discussions I have had recently it has been pointed out that some of the research has
shown that this delinquency is caused no: only by a severe breakdown in the home but
also by a dysfunctional relationship between rte important parent and the child. One
instance has been brought to my attention where by close analysis of the problem it was
shown, with a particular problem child, that the parent admitted - in this case the mother -
that she detested her son. It was that hatred that caused a breakdown in the relationship,
and caused t son to rebel. It was not caused by the teenage boy, but the relationship
over which the teenager had no control. It is through prevention that we arm able to get to
these sorts of issues before that young person goes off the tracks, causes damage in the
community, or reaches the point where he becomes a candidate for detention or prison. It
is by appropriate preventive programs that we can get somewhere down the trck - not in
all cases, but in many cases I believe that is possible. That situation can be improved by
modest funding of the programs provided by the ministers. The letter continues -

Chaplains are at the coal face in problem situations. They are located in the
schools interacting with the students on a regular basis. This is a great advantage
ahead of drop in centres and church or other volunteer based youth activities. We
are convinced that prevention and intervention at an early stage is vastly cheaper
economically and emotionally than rehabilitation or care down the track.

Earlier this evening the member for Kenwick talked about early intervention, when
intervention is too late, and the need to get to children at a young age to try to identify the
problems. All of the research shows that is true and what is proposed here is to provide
some financial capacity for that intervention. The letter continues -

Chaplains by their 'independent' position have access to parents in homes as well
as students in school. This wholeness of approach facilitates wholeness of
personal development for those who come under the "Pastoral Care" umbrella of
the chaplain.

The letter continues to make a persuasive argument for additional funds to be allocated to
that program. I hope that due consideration is given to the allocation of proper resources
for that program. It does not require huge resources; it will not bankrupt the state. The
resources are used sparingly and can be used positively in the type of difficulties I have
identfied.
I will refer to other matters briefly, but I do not discount their importance. Firstly,
constituents in Kiar, which is a new area being built up rapidly, have consistently sought
a bus service to that area. Earlier today I presented apetition to this place on behalf of
over 400 residents, many of whom are new residents to that area, seeking a bus service. I
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encourage the Government, particularly the Minister for Transport to ensure that service
is provided at the earliest opportunity.
Likewise on a local level I raise a matter that I raised at an earlier opportunity this year
and last year, and that I will continue to raise in this place until the matter is addressed,
that is, the urgent need to modify traffic lights at the corner of BechboID and Benara
Roads. Seldom a month goes by that I am not contacted by residents about either
near-misses or collisions. It is an intersection where a considerable number Of senior
residents must cross, and certainly they have difficulties making a right-hand turn.
indeed many residents will not attempt a right-hand turn at that intersection. it is a
matter that has been raised with the Minister for Transport and the Main Roads
Department and I will continue to raise it. Finally we have succeeded in at least
receiving some indication from the Main Roads Department and the Minister that some
modification of die lights is warranted. However, we are informed that no funds are
available for that purpose for 12 months. I am concerned about that because we could
see further serious accidents at that intersection and even the loss of life. It is an
appalling state of affairs and one that needs to be corrected as soon as possible.
Earlier this year I had an opportunity to refer to a number of local matters concerning
schools in my electorate. I referred to the need for an additional Aboriginal education
worker to be employed at Eden Hill Primary School; to the situation of gardeners at the
Lockridge Senior High School being employed for a lesser number of hours and what
that has meant to the school; to the need for a school Crossing at Hampton Senior High
School; to the need for funding arrangements to be altered so schools can dispose of
assets locally acquired by parents and citizens groups; and to the need for additional
resources to be provided to the education support unit at the Lockridge Primary School.
All of those matters were contained in the speech I made then to this House. I
subsequently wrote to the Minister for Education in a letter dated 20 June asking that
those matters be attended to and enclosing a copy of the speech I made to this place in the
hope that theme would be some action on those matters, or at least a comprehensive reply.
At this stage, some two months down the track, I have received the courtesy note that my
letter has been received, but nothing else has happened. I do not know if my letter has
been lost or ignored.
Mr Tubby: You got a letter from me on Anzac Terrace.
Mr BROWN: The member for Roleystone is correct that I received a letter from. him in
relation to the Anzac Terrace school; I am not sure it related to funding for the school. It
is of some concern to me that my letter of 20 June, just under two months ago, has not
been responded to in substance. I ask the Parliamentary Secretary, who happens to be
here this evening, to see whether it is at least possible to get a response to my letter so I
may advise those school communities that, if nothing else, the matter has been drawn to
the Minister's attention.
I turn now to a variety of issues with which I will deal quickly in light of the amount of
time that I have left. The first matter concerns the new workers' compensation system.
We have heard the Minister for Labour Relations say how wonderful that system is, but
he has yet to convince many people. One of the people whom he has yet to convince is a
William Thomas Pontin, who wrote to me some two months ago, through his solicitors,
setting out the circumstances of his case and asking me to try to assist him to bring the
matter to resolution. It is not possible to bring about a resolution of his problem because
MW Pontin is one of those people who have been denied access to a common law claim
because of the Government's decision to change the provisions of the Workers'
Compensation Act. This man, who was injured on 3 August 1992, prior to the changes to
the Act, and who suffered a lacerated arm as a consequence of events not of his making,
would have had a claim, but he has been denied the right to seek compensation at
common law. He is only one of a large number of people who will long renieniber those
changes and who will be prepared to exercise their votes accordingly when the time
comes to show their disapproval at the way in which they have been treated.
I turn now to the relationship between different Government policies. This is an
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interesting issue, because the Government seems to have one policy in regard to labour
relations and a different policy in regard to the Ministry of Justice, and theme does not
appear to be any coordination or coherence between those policies. In the last six
months, the Minister for Community Development has released two reports, one on the
Family Crisis program and the other on the Supported Accommodation and Assistance
program. Both of those reports state that greater steps must be taken in regard to
prevention, and they refer to the need for programs to be put into place to ensure that
people do not end up in difficult financial circumstances.
The Family Crisis program is designed to assist families which find themselves in
unexpected financial difficulties. The agencies have reported to me that the demand for
their services has increased in recent times. The fact remains that many people have not
benefited from the economic upturn. Indeed, as the economy has changed and as we
have experienced a restructuring of the economy, many people have not been able to find
jobs, and a number of people who have lost their jobs have found other jobs which are
lower paid. The agencies have reported to me that part of the increased demand is not
from chronic clients - that is, people who come back week after week to seek services -
but from people whom the agencies have not seen previously. Those people are the new
poor. When I asked the agencies to indicate how those people had finished up in difficult
financial circumstances, they told me that a considerable number of them had been either
redeployed or dismissed and had found lower paid jobs.
The problem we face is that the Government, if we listen to the Minister for Community
Development, is saying that we need to take preventive steps to ensure that this situation
does not occur. The Minister for Labour Relations has another view. Today's The West
Austral ian quotes the comments of the Minister for Health that all he can tell workers at
the Hospital Laundry and Linen Service is that the laundry would be sold, the
Governument's requirement was for workers to go to the private sector but that
redundancy and redeployment would be available if they missed out on jobs; and a
transition payment would be available to workers who suffered a pay cut during the move
to the private sector. Big deal! We art now talking about prevention. These art the
Government's own employees.
Mr Bloffwitch: What happens in the real world?
Mr BROWN: We are talking about prevention, yet one of the key issues that causes
people to seek crisis assistance is what the Government is engaging in. The Government
should say either that it is engaged in prevention and that it has concern for its
employees, or that it is not concerned. It cannot have it both ways.
Mr Bloffwitch interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Ainsworth): Order! The member for Geraldton will
interject fronm his own seat.
Mr BROWN: It is an appalling state of affairs when the Government does not appear to
have a coherent view about this matter. On the one hand, we have a department making
all the right noises, and on the other hand we have a Government doing the opposite.
The Government must have a coherent policy.
Another indication of the lack of coherent Government policy is the difference between
what the Government intends to do under the young offenders legislation and what it is
recommending under the review of the Supported Accommodation and Assistance
program. On the one hand, the review points out how to get young people into
independent living and push them through the process. On the other hand, the young
offenders legislation does not recognise 16 year olds as being capable of living
independently. That is just a small matter, but it is difficult when people fall through the
cracks because there is no coherent Government policy.
I turn now to another article in today's The West Australian. It is amazing how the
imagery changes as time goes by. Members will remember that it was said during the
debate on the Workplace Agreements Act that the Labor Party was endeavouring to scare
the public by saying that the Workplace Agreements Act and the Minimum Conditions of
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Employment Act would undermine awards and create job insecurity. We were told that
we were not properly presenting the position; we were misleading the public, dhe
Parliament, and everyone else; and that we were creating unnecessary fear because there
was no problem. It was said that we did not have to worry about job security; our fears
were wrongly founded. That is interesting because in The West Australian today an
article refers to the sacking of meat workers. These are workers, not with a small number
of years' service. They are workers with seven to 20 years of service, and they have been
dismissed. Why? Has there been an industrial dispute? No! Have they been poor
performers? No! They are workers with seven to 20 years' experience! They asked for
casual rates of pay because the hours they work are now casual. This loyal, decent
employer, who has received seven to 20 years' work from the workers, responded by
sacking the meat workers. The employer responded further by employing new workers
under workplace agreements on terms and conditions lower than those under which die
workers with seven to 20 years' experience were employed. This is good legislation! It
is government legislation. Members opposite should feel proud. The article states -

Mr Kierath said his new workplace agreement laws only stopped employers
sacking workers and reemploying them under workplace agreements, not
replacing staff altogether.

Who was told that? When this matter was raised in Parliament previously it was said that
all of this was just a charade, it was scare tactics, and not a reality. I can tell members
opposite that it is a reality for the meat workers. I met some of the workers on die
weekend, and it is a reality for them. They are not happy about it. They have given
seven to 20 years to the employer, without dispute; they are good and loyal employees
yet, after that period of service, they are out without so much as a thank you very much.
They have been replaced by new workers.
Mr Bloffwitch: How ame they different from the Midland meat workers who had worked
for 15 years when the works were closed? That had nothing to do with enterprise
agreements.
Mr BROWN: The work is continuing for those people. The meat workers have been
moved on by cheaper labour. This is government legislation. The member for Geraltiton
should be proud - although he is shaking his head. I will tell the meat workers that he is
proud of the legislation. The denials by the Minister for Labour Relations are proving to
be hollow. The whole issue of job security in this state is at risk. Thiere is no job security
under this legislation. People can be replaced at will, at the snap of the fingers, and
moved out after 20 years' service, but it is said that the legislation was not meant to do
that, and that the Government was not providing that protection. The Government should
ask the employees in both the private arid public sector what they think. The member for
Geraldton - despite his carry on - should realise that there is a lot of fear and concern out
there. People will not speak up because of the undermining that is going on. That is
something that will revisit the Government many times. It is the New Zealand system
that is up and running again.
[The member's time expired.]
MR OSBORNE (Bunbury) [12.45 am]: I intend to make only brief comments. 1 have
been genially assured by the member for Jandakot that if I speak for longer than
15 minutes and go beyond 1.00 am he will take out his case - which I assumed was a
violin case but apparently is a saw case -and he will cut me off at the knees. I feel a little
bitter at this and that I cannot speak for longer than 15 minutes because my voice is not
what it should be. The member for Jandakot has engaged me to sing a bracket of songs
from the Phantom of the Opera musical at his charity concert When I drive to Perth on
Monday nightslIpractice vey hard fortwo hour in the car,and by the timelIget to Perth
my voice has gone. T7he third reasn I Will speak briefly is that I want to address only
one subject, and that is the Bunbury port. Many other areas have been recognised in the
stat Budget, but for this morning this is the only one I will talk about.

The Budget has been very positive for the electorate of Bunbury, in a general sense,
because it addresses major issues like debt reduction and support for the small business
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sector. The point that is most exciting for me is the support the Budget gives to major
poets. I have spoken before about projects such as the pulp and paper mill and the
Colepower station, and we arm looking forward to an expansion of the Wars Icy

operations at Kemertn - all major projects in the south west region. The Budget
allocates $92m for capital works in the region. Importantly for those projects and for the
future growth of the economy of the south west, a sum of $5.65m has been dedicated for
further work at the Bunbury port T'he detail of it is that $3m will be allocated for berth C
in the inner harbour and Sim for a bulk handling facility at the same berth. In the next
couple of years, a total of $13.5m will be expended by the Government at the Bunbury
port. I am very happy about that because, like the Government, I have always been a
strong supporter of the Bunbury port. In my maiden speech I mentioned the Bunbury
port by saying that it symbolised everything goad that we were trying to do in Western
Australia. It is a local enterprise. It is managed by local Bunbury people and it achieves
very high standards of operation. It runs to a bottom line and makes a profit. It also
looks after its workers. It has been a national leader in the integrated port labour force
movement, and in the changes it has managed to make it has achieved cost reductions
and productivity gains.
Bunbury port is very important to the economy of the south west region because like
other parts of Western Australia the south west is rich in resources. It has a relatively
small population and has always been an export oriented economy. Obviously ports are
at that point between land and sea where cargoes must leave for overseas markets. They
have a special importance for that reason. The Port of Bunbury is that special place in
the south west region. Last year, more than seven million tonnes of cargo went through
the Bunbury port, with a value of some $1.3b. It is obviously a very significant exercise
in the south west region. The magnitude of this contribution to the regional economy
obviously looks as though it will continue because mining - especially alumina - and the
timber industries including wood chip exports from the port, have been growing steadily.
It is also likely to continue because the Port of Bunbwry is close to the Port of Fremantle.
T'hat provides an opportunity for some strong and healthy rivalry. I hope the situation in
the past where most of the general cargo of Western Australia has been centralised in the
capital city port is a trend which will slowly start to reverse as some general cargo starts
going through the Port of Bunbury. At the moment the Port of Bunbury and its
associated activities bring about S26m to the Bunbury area and provide direcdly about 90
jobs, so it is obviously a most important enterprise for us.
When Bunbury port was first established in the middle of the nineteenth century it was
located in the outer harbour. In 1864 there was atimber jetty which was in use until a
few decades ago. At around the turn of die century a breakwater was built and there were
land-backed berths on the breakwater. In 1970 the government decided that the inner
harbour would be onstructed. From then the major focus of operation in the Port of
Bunbury moved fronm the outer harbour to what is called the inner harbour. The dredge
and two berths were installed in the 1970s along with the approach channel. A general
purpose berth and the alumina and woodchip berths were added in the 1980s, the last
substantial capital works undertaken in the Bunbury port. Now we see the conclusion of
another major phase of development. We have just seen the expenditure of about $15m
in dredging the new berth. The allocation of $8m over the next two periods will be for
the construction of the "C" berth to go with the dredging operations which have just been
completed. In the future further dredging and construction of land-backed berths will be
undertaken in the inner harbour. It is projected that by about the year 2015 offshore and
onshore jetty facilities will be consrcted in the area where the Bunbury power station
currently stands. The Bunbury power station is expected to be decommissioned around
the tun of the century. ThIe long term plans to construct the breakwater and offshore
facilities will be able to occur when that power station has been decommissioned.
The Bunbury port is important to the economy of the region and is crucial to the
economy of Bunbury. It is a vital and exciting area of the city. Every time one visits the
city one sees new developments in dredging and construction. The board of die Bunbury
Port Authority is always exploring nmw ventures, whether it is the export of live sheep,
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the investigation for the prospect of container cargo going out of the port, or the proposal
that the Bunbury Port Authority be the manager of the new airport Every time we talk to
people from the Bunhwry Port Authority they seem to have a new idea for the port's
potential to continue making a contribution to the region.
Two points in particular are very exciting and Will give the Bunbury port a greatly
enhanced opportuinity to make a big contribution to the region. The first comes out of a
review of the Western Australian Coastal Shipping Commission, which was presented to
the Minister earlier this year. The report made a number of recommendations about the
commission which it recommended begin trading as Stateships. It made a number of
suggestions and offered alternative scenarios for the operation of Stateships, one of
which has particular significance to the Port of Bunbury. It suggests that a management
company take over the operation of Stateships. initially on a two year contract, and that
the management company reschedule vessels and cargo around Western Australia;, in
particular, linking the north west and Indonesia in order to achieve significant savings for
the taxpayers of Western Australia. The option which interests me most, which was
recommended in the report and bears on the Port of Bunbury, is that the Stateships
operation and cargo which goes through Fremantle be centralised on Bunbury. If the
Minister is prepared to support that recommendation, as I hope he is, the prospects for the
Port of Bunbury will become very exciting. The decentralisation objectives the
Government would be able to achieve were this to happen are also exciting.
Mr Blaikie: It mitigates well for Bunbury as an achievement in waterfront reform. The
Bunbury waterfront is probably die most efficient in Australia.
Mr OSBORNE: The member for Vasse is quite right, If it is not the most efficient it is
certainly among the first couple. The Bunbury part has set itself international
benchmarks and measures itself against international best practice in a number of areas.
It will not be satisfied until it sees itself in the top two or three in as many of those areas
as possible.
Mr Blaikie: That must be a bonus for the state.
Mr OSBORNE: Yes, it is very important not only to Bunbury but to the taxpayers of
Western Australia. I can tell from the excitement which is plainly evident on the face of
the member for Fremantle that he also agrees that centralisation of Stateships' operations
in Bunbury and Stateships' cargo going through the Port of Bunbury in favour of
Fremantle would be a good move!
Mr Blaikie: One thing about it, he hasn't disagreed with your argument!
Mrt OSBORNE: I think he nodded! Or slumped further!
The report the Minister received on the Coastal Shipping Commission suggests that if
this option of the relocation of Stateships' operations into the Port of Bunbury were
successfully implemented, the cost of running Stateships would be reduced to $7.2m.
That would represent a 54 per cent reduction in its operating costs. That is a matter for
the Minister to consider and, I hope, to support. However, ultimately it will be up to the
management company, which I think was advertised for in this weekend's press, to make
a decision. Isam optimistic that that recommendation would be successfully implemented
to the benefit of the Port of Bunbury and the south west region.
The second project I will briefly mouch on is a project for which the Bunbury Port
Authority is bidding. A strong possibility exists that the Bunbury port will be chosen as
t casting base for offshore drilling platforms with a new method of construction of the
platforms. A concrete box is cast and floated to the site where the drilling rig will
operate. It is filled with water and sinks to the bottom of the ocean. It is then used as a
base for the drilling platform. The Bunbury Port Authority is a strong contender for the
casting of these offshore drilling bases.
I understand that the decision on the location will be presented to the Minister for
Resources Development in the near future, and that Bunbury is on the short list and is
very much the best of those candidates. That is from an unbiased observer - the General
Manager of the Bunbury Port Authority! The direct benefits of this will be the
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employment generated by the project. It will put an annual wages bill of approximately
$24m into Bunbuiy. Each one of these bases will cost about. $00m. Added to these
direct benefits are always multiplier benefits; that is, if someone draws a wage he spends
it in the shops, and so on. The benefits continue to flow through the economy. In
addition to $100m for each of the bases, after the firs: it is hoped there will be five to
seven in the next 10 years.
I am also attracted to the idea that Bunbury can genuinely emerge as having a
manufacturing and construction capability which will make the prospect of
regionalisation in the south west a real one. Bunbury port has the potential to lead that
regionalisation dream in the south west region. I comnmend the Government for its
support for the business sector, particularly in the south west. I am excited by the support
given to major projects. The success of those major projects will have flow-on benefits
throughout the region. One of the major beneficiaries in the south west region and in the
City of Bunbury will be the Bunbwry port.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 1.00 am (Wednesday)



QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

SUBIACO OVAL - WEST AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL COMMIISSION
Reswfacing, Funding Submissions

401. Mrs ROBERTS to the Parliamentary Secretary to die Minimte for Sport and
Recreation:
(1) Has the Minister had any discussions with members of the West

Australian Football Commission regarding the condition of the playing
surface at Subiaco Oval?

(2) Has die Minister received any funding submissions requesting assistance
in the cost of resurfacing Subiaco Oval?

(3) If so, what is the quantum of the request?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Sport and Recreation has provided the foliowing
response -

(1)-(2) Yet.
(3) $750 000.

TAB - DISTRIBUTION FORMULA, RACING AND TROTTING, CHANGES
451. Mjr RIPPER to the Minister representing the Minister for Racing and Gaming:

(1) Why did the Minister decide to fix the Totalisator Agency Board
distribution between racing and trotting at 65:35 in advance of the report
from the Nblic Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee inquiry
into this maer?

(2) Will the Government bring legislation to Parliament to formalise this
change?

(3) If so. when?
Mr COWAN replied:
(1) As there was no firm date for the release of the Public Accounts and

Expenditure Review Committee's report the Government was conscious
of the need to advise the WA Turf Club and the WA Trotting Association
of any changes to the distribution formula in sufficient time to be
incorporated in their respective budgets for the 1994-95 financial year.

(2) No.
(3) Not applicable.

SCHOOLS - ASBESTOS ROOFS
Cloverdale Primary, Encapsulation

454. Mr RIPPER to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) How many schools have asbestos cement roofs which have not been

encapsulated?
(2) How many schools' asbestos cement roofs have been encapsulated so far

in 1993-94?
(3) What priority is accorded to the need to encapsulate the asbestos cement

roof at Cloverdale Primary School?
(4) When will the roof at Cloverdale Primary School be encapsulated?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following response-
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(1) There are 206 schools in this category.
(2) None has so far been encapsulated.

(3)-(4)
Current advice to the Education Deparment is that encapsulation
is not cost effective in the long term. Accordingly, it is proposed
to progressively replace asbestos cement roofs, subject to their
maintenance condition. it is therefore not intended to encapsulate
the asbestos cement roofs at Cloverdale Primary School.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - SOUTH WEST
DEVELOPMENT COMM~ISSION AND PEEL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

AREAS
StiffRedundancies; Positions Abolished; Cotmmunity Group Funding: Saving

472. Mr D.L. SMITH to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education;
Employment and Training; Sport and Recreation:

With respect to the areas covered by the South West Development
Commission and the Peel Development Commission and with respect to
each and every agency, board, department, statutory authority,
commission or other organisation for which the Minister may be
responsible, or which may operate under a Statute for which the Minister
may be responsible -
(a) how many staff have been made redundant;
(b) how many and what positions have been abolished;
(c) what community groups have had their funding -

(i) declined,
(ii) withdrawn;
(iii) renewed;

(d) what has been the total saving to the State Government with
respect to each redundancy and/or reduction?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister has provided the following response -

(a) EDWA: As at 16 June, 30 staff. Other departments/agencies: Nil.
(b) EDWA: As at 16 June, 30 school cleaning positions have been

abolished - made up of 3 x 10 hours per week, 22 x 15 hours per
week and 5 x 40 hours per week. Other departments/agencies:
Nil.

(iii) EDWA: Apart from the teachers located in community
preschools, there is no funding assistance provided to
specific community organisations in the above locations.
WADOT: Bunbury Jobmate - Bunbury; South West Youth
Employment Scheme - Bunbury; Kurda Employment and
Training Project - Collie; Murray Districts Aboriginal
Association - Pinjarra; Murray Job Link - Pinjarra
MSR: South West Regional Football Development Trust;
South West Netball Region; South West Hockey Board,
South West Baskethall Council; Mandurah Hockey
Association.

(d) EDWA: For each 10 hour per week cleaning position: $4 963
annual salary; for each 15 hour per week cleaning position: $7 445
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annual salary; for each 40 hour per week cleaning position:
$20 303 annual salary.
other agencies/departments: Not applicable.

SCHOOLS - NON-ENGUISH SPEAKING BACKGROUND STUDENTS
Numbers; Language Programs

529. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the minister for Education:
(1) What -

(a) number of primary schools;
(b) nunber of district high schools;
(c) number of senior high schools;
have a population of non-English speaking background pupils of -

(i) between10 and14 per cent;
(di) between 15 and 19 per cent;
(iii) 20 per cent and over?

(2) What programs have been undertaken in these schools to provide proper
language training for these pupils to ensure that their English literacy
skills are equal to the mainstream school population?

(3) What schools provide these programs?
(4) What plans have been made to ensure the language and literacy needs of

children are met in those schools where more than 10 per cent of the
student population axe from non-English backgrounds?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following response -

(1) This data is unavailable centrally. Schools collect information
relating to student language background. Data is collected
centrally in a different form four times annually relating
specifically to dhe delivery of English as a second language.

(2) Schools, via School Development Plans, provide appropriate
programs for all students according to educational needs.

(3) Specialist ESL support programs are provided in 15 primary
schools, one district high school and 22 secondary schools. In
addition to these programs, intensive language assistance is
provided to newly arrived, non-English speaking background
students at intensive language centres, of which there are currently
four primary centres, two secondary centres and one post-
compulsory centre.

(4) The programs in (3) will continue and in addition schools will
continue to meet the language and literacy needs of students
through School Development Plans and under the direction of the
Social Justice in Education Policy.

TRAINING. DEPARTMENT OF - OVERSEAS QUALIFICATION UNIT
Staff Numbers; Qua lifications; Changes

533. Mr BROWN to dhe Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Employment and
Training:
(1) How many staff were employed by the overseas qualification unit in the

now Department of Training in -
(i) May 1992;
(ii) May 1993;
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(iii) May 1994?
(2) What appropriate qualifications do such staff have?
(3) Has the nature and function of the unit changed since the 1993

Commonwealth-State agreement on trade and qualifications?
(4) Who are the Western Australian representatives on the National Office of

Overseas Skills Recognition and its respective committees?
(5) Do Western Australian representatives on NOOSR and its committees

liaise with the overseas qualification unit?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Employment and Training has provided the following
response -

(1) (a) May 1992: 4
(b) May 1993: 6
(c) May 1994: 6

(2) Recruitment to the unit provides for a range of professional,
paraprofessional and technically qualified staff.

(3) No.
(4) NOOSR is a secretariat and therefore has no state representatives.

NOOSR panels are not state representative. They comprise
individuals and particular expertise appropriate to that panel.
There are currently three Western Australians on NOOSR panels.

(5) Not applicable.

PRODUCTIVITY AND LABOUR RELATIONS, DEPARTMENT OF - ROLLS
ROYCE PLANT CLOSURE, NO BREACH OF MINIMUM CONDITONS OF

EMPLOYMENT ACT
553. Mr GRAHAM to the Mnister for Labour Relations:

When the Rolls Royce turbine blade manufacturing plant closed, what
actions were taken by the Minister, or his office, to ensure that no breach
of the Minimum Conditions of Employment Act 1993 took place?

Mr KIERATH replied:
I have been unable to locate any correspondence suggesting that the
Minimum Conditions of Employment Act 1993 has been breached. The
Act applies to all employees of this state. If the member has any
information in regard to any possible breaches, I would be prepared to
have them investigated.

PRODUCI'IVIT AND LABOUR RELATIONS, DEPARTMENT OF - ROLLS
ROYCE PLANT CLOSURE, NO BREACH OF MIfNIMUM CONDITONS OF

EMPLOYMENT ACT
554. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Labour Relations:

When the Rolls Royce turbine blade manufacturing plant closed, what
actions were taken by the Department of Productivity and Labour
Relations, to ensure that no breach of the Minimum Conditions of
Employment Act 1993 took place?

Mr KIERATH replied:
None. The Department of Productivity and Labour Relations has received
no complaints or inquiries which would suggest that the Minimum
Conditions of Employment Act 1993 has been breached in this instance.
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PILBARA - CHILD CARE SERVICES BOARD
603. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Community Development:

(1) Is there a representative of the Pilbara region on the Child Care Services
Board?

(2) If not -
(a) why not;
(b) by what processes are the interests of the Pilbara region

determined by this board?
(3) If so -

(a) who is that representative;
(b) what qualifications does that representative have to represent the

Pilbara region;
(c) by whom was that representative nominated;
(d) on what date was that representative appointed?

(4) What are the processes used by this board to solicit the views of the
residents of the Pilbara when decisions are taken?

(5) What consultative processes are in place for this board to deal with the
residents of the Pilbara?

(6) Has this board visited the Pilbama region since 6 February 1993?
(7) If not, why not?
(8) If so -

(a) what towns in the Pilbara region have been visited by this board,
since 6 February 1993;

(b) what was/were the purpose/s of the visit/s;
(c) with whom did the board meet dining its visit/s?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) No.
(2) (a) The Child Care Services Board operates according to the

Community Services (Child Care Services Board) Order 1988.
(b,) Not applicable.

(3)-(5) Not applicable.
(6) No.
(7)-(8) Not applicable.

PILBARA - CASE REVIEW BOARD

605. Mr GRAHAM to the inister for Community Development:
(1) Is there a representative of the Pilbara region on the DCD Case Review

BOar?
(2) If not -

(a) why not;
(b) by what processes are the interests of the Pilbara region

determined by this board?
(3) If so -

(a) who is that representative;
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(b) what qualifications does that representative have to represent the
Pilbara region;

(c) by whom was that representative nominated;
(d) on what date was that representative appointed?

(4) What are the processes used by this board to solicit the views of the
residents of the Pilbara when decisions are taken?

(5) What consultative processes are in place for this board to deal with the
residents of the Pilbara?

(6) Has this board visited the Pilbara region since 6 February 1993?
(7) If not, why not?
(8) Ifso -

(a) what towns in the Pilbani region have been visited by this board,
since 6 February 1993;

(b) what was/were the purpose/s of the visit/s;
(c) with whom did the board meet during its visit/s?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) No.
(2) This is not the function of the Case Review Board.

(3)-(5)
Not applicable.

(6) Yes.
(7) Not appicable.
(8) (a) The board visited Port Hedland on 1 February 1994.

(b) T7he purpose was to conduct a hearing of the Case Review Board.
(c) The board met with parties to the hearing,

PILBARA - SUPPORTED ACCOMMODATION ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM, CRISIS ACCOMMODATION PROGRAM; MINISTERIA.L ADVISORY

CONMME
606. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Community Development:

(1) Is there a representative of the Pilbara. region on the Supported
Accommodation Assistance Program (SAAP)/Cuisis Accommodation
Program Ministerial Advisory Committee?

(2) If not -
(a) why not;
(b) by what processes are the interests of the Pilbara region

determined by this committee?
(3) If so -

(a) who is that representative;
(b) what qualifications does that representative have to represent the

Pibama region;
(c) by whom was that representative nonminated,
(d) on what date was that representative appointed?

(4) What are the processes used by this committee to solicit the views of the
residents of the Pilbara when decisions are taken?
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(5) What consultative processes are in place for this committee to deal with
the residents of dhe Pilbara?

(6) Has this committee visited the Pilbara region since 6 February 1993?
(7) If not why not?
(8) If so -

Mr
(1)
(2)

(a) what towns in the Pilbara region have been visited by this
committee, since 6 February 1993:

(b) what was/were the purpose/s of the visir/s;
(c) with whom did the committee meet during its visir/s?

NICHOLLS replied:
No.
(a) It is not possible for each region of the stare to be represented on

the Ministerial Advisory Committee.
(b) The interests of the north of the state, including the Pilbara, are

represented by the member fromn Broome.
(3)-(5)

Not applicable.
(6) No.
(7)-(8)

Not applicable.

PILBARA - LOCAL GOVERNMENT GRANTS COMMISSION
613. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Local Government:

(1) Is there a representative of the Pilbara region on the Local Government
Grants Commission?

(2) If not -
(a) why not;
(b) by what processes are the interests of the Pilbara region

determined by this commission?
(3) If so -

(a) who is that representative;
(1) what qualifications does that representative have to represent the

Pilbara region:
(c) by whom was that representative nominated;
(d) on what date was that representative appointed?

(4) What ame the processes used by this commission to solicit the views of the
residents of the Pilbara. when decisions are taken?

(5) What consultative processes are in place for this commission to deal with
the residents of the Pilbara?

(6) H-as this commission visited the Pilbara region since 6 February 1993?
(7) If not, why not?

(a) If so -
(a) what towns in the Pilbara region have been visited by this

commission since 6 February 1993;
(b) what was/were the purpose/s of the vii Vs;

3592



[Tuesdlay, 16 August 1994] 59

(c) with whom did the commission meet during its visit/a?
Mr OMODEI replied:
(1) No.
(2) (a) There are five members of the Grams Commission. According to

the Local Government Grants Act -

Each member shall in the exercise of their powers under
this Act have regard to the general interests of local
government in the State.

(b) Ihe commission takes into account in its grant assessments the
local circumstances that impact on a council's ability to provide
local government services and facilities. In the Pilbama region, this
includes such factors as the distance and isolation from Perth,
climate, water supply problems, dispersed population, size and the
impact of tourists and transients. The commission provides
opportunities for all the councils to have input into the grant
determination process through public and special hearings,
seminars and submissions. All grant information is made available
to councils and to any member of the public that requests such
information.

(3) Not applicable.
(4)-(5)

Public bearings held in the Pilbara are open to the public and advertised
by each council. State members of Parliament are personally invited to
attend such hearings. It is generally the responsibility of councils to
solicit the views of their residents, but residents are welcome to contact
the commission at any time to discuss local government grant Allocation
issues. The commission makes direct contact with Aboriginal
communities about the provision of special project funding for wads
serving remote Aboriginal communities.

(6) Yes, the commission last visited the region from 29 March to 2 April
1993. A public seminar was also held in Port Hedland on 18 April 1994.

(7) Not applicable.
(8) (a) The towns visited during the 1993 trip were Exmrouth, Onslow,

Karratha, Roebourne, Wickham, Damnpier, Port Hedland,
Paraburdoo, Tom Price, Newman and Jigalong.

(b) The 1993 trip was for the purpose of conducting public hearings
and inspections about the grant allocation process. The aims of the
hearings are to help councils and members of the public better
understand the grant allocation method, provide a forum for the
councils and members of the public to question the current grants
methodology, and suggest alternatives, and for the councils to
show the commission particular difficulties they face in providing
services and facilities to their residents. A very important
component of the hearings is the excellent opportunity it provides
for members of the commission to gain a greater understanding of
the circumstances faced by local governments, thereby enabling
them to take these into account in the grants methodology. The
purpose of the April 1994 seminar was to explain forthcoming
changes to the grant allocation method, and provide a forum for
further input into the development of these changes.

(c) During the 1993 trip the commission met with the Shires of East
Pilbara, Ashiburton, Roebourne and Exmouth, and the Town of
Port Hedland. It also met with Hamersley Iron representatives

3593



about normalisation payments to the Shire of Asbburton and the
Jigalong community.

PILBARA - KANGAROO MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMNM-rE
622. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Is there a representative of the Pilbara region on the Kangaroo
Management Advisory Committee?

(2) Iflnot -
(a) why not;
(b) by what processes are the interests of the Pilbara region

determined by this committee?
(3) Ifso -

(a) who is that representative;
(b) what qualifications does chat representative have to represent the

Pilbara region;
(c) by whom was that representative nominated-,
(d) on what date was that representative appointed?

(4) What are the processes used by this committee to solicit the views of the
residents of the Pilbara when decisions are taken?

(5) What consultative processes are in place for this committee to deal with
the residents of the Pilbara?

(6) Has this committee visited the Pilbara region since 6 February 1993?
(7) If not, why not?
(8) If so -

(a) what towns in the Pilbara region have been visited by this
committee, since 6 February 1993;

(b) what was/were the purpose/s of the visit/s;
(c) with whom did the committee meet during its visit/s?

Mr MINSON replied:
(1) No. The Kangaroo Management Advisory Committee is made up of a

member - and deputy - representing each of the following -

Pastoralists and Gradiers Association of WA
WA Farmers Federation
Kangaroo shooters
Kangaroo processors
Agriculture Protection Board of WA
Department of Agriculture
Department of Conservation and Land Management

(2) The membership is structured on a functional rather than a geographic
basis.

(3) Not applicable.
(4) Each member represents the views of his or her organisation or sector on a

statewide basis.
(5) See answer to (4).
(6) No.
(7) See answers to (1), (2) and (4).
(8) Not applicable.
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PILBARA - ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR DISABILITY SERVICES
648. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Disability Services:

(1) Is there a representative of die Pilbara region on die Advisot Council for
Disability Services?

(2) If not -
(a) why not;
(b) by what processes ame the interests of the Pilbara region

determined by this council?
(3) If so -

(a) who is that representative;
(b) what qualifications does that representative have to represent the

Pilbara region;
(c) by whom was that representative nominated;
(d) on what date was that representative appointed?

(4) What are the processes used by this council to solicit the views of the
residents of the Pilbara when decisions are taken?

(5) What consultative processes are in place for this council to deal with the
residents of the Pilbara?

(6) Has this council visited the Pilbaua region since 6 February 1993?
(7) If not, why not?
(8) If so -

(a) what towns in the Pilbara region have been visited by this council,
since 6 February 1993;

(b) what was/were die purposels of the visit/s;
(c) with whom did the council meet during its visii/s?

Mr MINSON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) (a) Ms Carolyn Carman.

(b) Ms Carman has resided in Karratha for 12 years and is actively
involved in a number of local groups who support people who
have disabilities. Ms Carman is the parent and primary care giver
of a child with disabilities and has first hand knowledge of the
unique difficulties encountered in remote rural areas.

(c) Self-nomination.
(d) 30 November 1993.

(4) The Advisory Council for Disability Services uses the same formal
mechanisms statewide to promote communication with stakeholders.
Community groups are consulted about the many issues relevant to the
disability field and to the work of the council and are kept informed
through a newsletter.

(5) T'he views of the residents of the Pilbara about disability issues are made
known to the advisory council through the links Ms Carman has with
commnimty groups in die region. Ms Carman is the formal contact person
on disability issues in the Pilbara.

(6) No.
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668.

(7) Country visits to the Pilbara by the 14 member advisory council are not
considered to be a cost effective means of promoting communication
within the region.

(8) Not applicable.
PILBARA - TASK FORCE ON FAMILIES

Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Community Development:
(1) Is there a representative of the Pilbara region on the Taskforce on

Families?
(2) If not -

(a) why not;
(b) by what processes are the interests of die Pilbara region

determined by this body?
(3) Iso-

(a) who is that representative;
(b) what qualifications does that representative have to represent the

Pilbara region;
(c) by whom was that representative nominated,
(d) on what date was that representative appointed?

(4) What are the processes used by this body to solicit the views of the
residents of the Pilbara when decisions are taken?

(5) What consultative processes are in place for this body to deal with the
residents of the Pilbara?

(6) Has this body visited the Pilbara region since 6 February 1993?
(7) If not, why not?
(8) If so -

(a) what towns in the Pilbara region have been visited by this body,
since 6 February 1993;

(b) what was/were the purpose/s of the visit/s;
(c) with whom did the body meet during its visit/s?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) No.
(2) Task force members do not represent (on the task force) any organisation,

specific interest group or regional area.
(3) Not applicable.
(4)-(5) Public submissions in response to the interim report.
(6) No.
(7)-(8)

Not applicable.
PILBARA - EDUCATION AND TRAINING COORDINATING COMMrrrEE

670. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Community Development:
(1) Is there a representative of the Pilbara region on the Education and

Training Coordinating Committee?
(2) If not -

(a) why not;
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(b) by what processes are the interests of the Pilbara region
determined by this body?

(3) If so -
(a) who is that representative;
(b) what qualifications does that representative have to represent the

Pilbara region;
(c) by whom was that representative nominated,
(d) on what date was that representative appointed?

(4) What are the processes used by this body to solicit the views of the
residents of the Pilbara when decisions are taken?

(5) What consultative processes are in place for this body to deal with the
residents of the Pilbara?

(6) Has this body visited the Pilbara region since 6 February 1993?
(7) If not, why not?
(8) If so -

(a) what towns in the Pilbara region have been visited by this body,
since 6 February 1993;

(b) what was/were the purpose/s of the visitls;
(c) with whom did the body meet during its visit/s?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) No.
(2) The committee comprises professionals with expertise in education and

training for professionals in the area of child abuse. There are
representatives from a variety of state government agencies who can
comment on training needs of professionals in both metropolitan and
country areas.

(3) Not applicable.
(4) See (2).
(5)-(8)

Not applicable.
URBAN BUSHLANI) STRATEGY - LOTS 490,49 1, CHUI&CULANDS

737. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Planning:
(1) Does the Minister view the bushland on Lots 490 and 491 in Churchiands

as deserving preservation in accordance with the urban bushland strategy
which he is developing?

(2) What action, if any, has the Minister taken to ensure that this bushland in
Churchiands is properly assessed in order to judge the value of its
preservation under the Government's urban bushland strategy?

Mr LEWIS replied:
(1) The finalisatian of a proposal by the State Planning Commission to amend

the metropolitan region scheme by removing lots 489 and 490 and a
portion of reserve 32812 in Dolomite CouMt Churchiands, from
reservation for public purposes and inclusion in the urban zone is
presently being considered. The proposal has been examined by the
Environmental Protection Authority, which concludes that the potential
conservation values of the area are not sufficient to warrant
recommendation as part of the regional or state conservation estates.
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(2) The urban bushland strategy has not yet been finalised as the period for
public submissions on the draft strategy has only recently concluded.
Accordingly, die proposed amendment to the metropolitan region scheme
has not been assessed against the criteria contained in the strategy.

COMM4UNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR - CARE SERVICES
OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS, REGULATIONS

738. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Community Development:
(1) Will the Government be introducing regulations to cover the operation of

outside school hours care services?
(2) if so, then will the Government be attempting to ensure that the

regulations promulgated for Western Australia arm consistent with national
standards?

(3) What process of consultation has the Government instituted in order to
seek the views of the outside school hours childcare industry?

(4) If the Government does not propose to immrduce regulations in order to
establish consistent standards then by what means is the Government
seeking to ensure the existence of minimum standards for outside school
hours care services?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(l)-(2) This is dependent on the consultation currently being undertaken by the

Government.
(3) The process to date has involved consulting with the outside school hours

childcare industry seeking its views on the proposed national standards
and comment on possible implications of the implementation process.
Following die outcome of this response, consideration of die implications
for the State will be undertaken.

(4) This is dependent on the outcome of the consultation being undertaken by
the Government

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - WOMEN'S POLICY
UNIT

747. Ms WARNOCK to the inister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Has the womens policy unit in die Health Department been disbanded?
(2) If so, why?
(3) If so, what commitment does the Government have to funding women's

health?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply
(1) As part of the management reforms presently being implemented

in the Health Department the former women's health policy unit,
along with a number of other highly specialist policy functions, has
been amalgamated into a broader policy analysis and development
arrangement.

(2) To achieve greater coordination of women's health projects with
other health initiatives, and to bring a wider range of experience to
the handling of issues associated with the management and
development of women's health.

(3) The Government remains strongly committed to women's health.
In fact, in the 1993-94 financial year, the State Government funded
priority women's health projects to the value of $147 000) above
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the level of funding ($657 000) provided to match Commonwealth
funding under the national women's health program.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR - WOMEN'S REFUGES
Funding or Closure, Supported Accommododon Assistance Program Review

755. Ms WARNOCK to the Minister for Community Development:
(1) Can the Minister guarantee that no existing women'*s refuges will be

defunded or closed as a result of the recent review of the supported
accommodation assisted program?

(2) If not, can the Minister identify what criteria will be used to determine
which refuges will be funded or closed?

(3) Will the overall number of beds available to women seeking refuge be
reduced asa result of this review?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(l)-(3)

To be determined in the implementation process.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR - FAMILY CRISIS

PROGRAM
756. Ms WARNOCK to the Minister for Community Development:

(1) As there is a 12 month evaluation of the Family Crisis program under
way, will the Minister make a commitment to publicly release the results
of the review?

(2) Will the evaluation show a comparison between the present Family Crisis
program and the now defunct emergency assistance program which it
replaces?

(3) What efforts are being made to make the Family Crisis program culturally
relevant to Aboriginal people in the northern and rural areas of the State?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) 1Iwill release acopy of the final report.
(2) No. The Family Crisis program is a distinct program and it is

inappropriate to compare the two programs.
(3) This is being examined in die evaluation of the Family Crisis program.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - STAFF REDUCTIONS
760. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) What is the planned reduction in full time equivalents implicit in the 1994-
95 health budget?

(2) From what sectors is it planned to reduce staff?
(3) What proportion of the staff reductions will be nurses?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) A reduction of 418 FTEs will be made against approved budgets;
however, due to the low employment levels in 1993-94, the total
employment target in 1994-95 will reflect an increase over actual
results in 1993-94.

(2) The 1994-95 health budget incorporates the impact of progressing
initiatives that will result in reductions to staffing levels and
include -
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Health Care Linen 1994-95 if sale proceeds (100 FTE)
General efficiency reductions across health currently being
determined (approximately 247 FTE)
Reductions in corporate services (71 FTE)

(3) The proportion of nursing staff affected by any reduction in FTE is
unknown at this stage. No specific employee group has been
singled out for reduction strategies in 1994-95.

RED CROSS SOCIETY - BLOOD TRANSFUSION SERVICE
Commonwealth Funding

761. Dr GALLOP to die Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) How much money will be allocated by the Commonwealth to Western

Australia for the Blood Transfusion Service in 1994-95?
(2) How much money was allocated in 1993-94?
Mr MINSON repied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply-
(1) $4.9m.
(2) $7.3m of which $2.5m was the second and final instalment of the

Commonwealth's contribution to the refurbishing of die Red Cross
Service building in Wellington Street.
HOSPITALS - SIR CHARLES GAIRDNER

MRI Unit Replacement, Commonwealth Fundfing
762. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

How much money will be received by Western Australia from the
Commonwealth for the Magnetic Resonance Imaging Initiative in 1994-
95?

Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for Health has provided the following reply-
$4m of which $1.9m is a contribucion to the cost of replacing the MIII unit
at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - HEALTH AND
HEALTH RELATED PROGRAMS, COMMONWEALTH FUNDING

764. Dr GALLO)P to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
What is the total amount of money received from the Commonwealth by
Western Australia for health and health-related programs in -

(a) 1993-94;
(b) 1994.95?

Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for Health has provided the following reply-
(a) $561 955 900.
(b) $596 256 000.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - AUSTRALIA BONE
MARROW DONOR REGISTER, COMMONWEALTH FUNDING

765. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) How much money was allocated by the Commonwealth to Western

Australia in 1994-95 for the Australia bone marrow donor register?
(2) How much was allocated in 1993-94?
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Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for Health has provided the follow ing reply-
(1) $111000.
(2) $99000.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - POPULATION-BASED
FUNDING OF HEALTH SERVICES, TEST

766. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing die Minister for Health:
(1) Has die Health Department conducted a test on what dhe implications

would be for the regions of the population-based funding of health
services as outlined in the Minister's policy statement of June 1993?

(2) If so, what does the test indicate in respect of health funding?
(3) Will the Minister make the test and its results available for public scrutiny

and comment?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -
(1) The population based funding formula is undergoing careful

development to ensure that the factors used in die resource
allocation formula are properly identified and assessed. The
assessment for the provisional 1994-95 formula is almost
complete.

(2) Regional health authorities will be advised of their notional
population based regional funding allocations for 1994-95 when
the formula has been finalised. The notional population based
resource allocation will be subject to refinement during 1994-95 in
consultation with regional health authorities so that a fully
validated formula can be used for 1995-96. Refinements will take
into account improved information on the assessment of regional
population health service needs which will become available
during 1994-95 and other data which will become available from
regional health authorities.

(3) Yes.
HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - ALTERNATIVE

BIRTI-ING SERVICES PROGRAM, COMMONWEALTH FUNDING
767. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) How much money will be allocated by the Commonwealth to Western
Australia in 1994-95 for the alternative birthing services program
(ABSP)?

(2) How much was allocated in 1993-94?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) $903000.
(2) $674 000.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - CERVICAL CANCER
SCREENING PROGRAM, COMMONWEALTH FUNDING

769. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) How much money will he allocated by the Commonwealth to Western

Australia in 1994-95 for cervical cancer screening programs?
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(2) How much money was allocated in 1993-94?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -
(1) $805000.
(2) $977 000.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - EARLY DETECTION
OF BREAST CANCER PROGRAM, COMMONWEALTH FUNDING

770. Dr GALLOP to die Minister representing dhe Minister for Health:
(1) How much money will be allocated by the Commonwealth to Western

Austraia in 1994-95 for the national program for the early detection of
breast cancer?

(2) How much was allocated in 1993-94?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) $3.8m.
(2) $2.64m.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - COMMONWEALTH
FUNDING

RN-AIDS; Aboriginal and Torres Strait HIV-AJDS-STD; lmmunisation, 11W and Child
77 1. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

How much money will be allocated by the Commonwealth to Western
Australia in 1993-94 and 1994-95 for the following programs -

(a) HI V/AIDS;
(b) Aboriginal and Tonres Strait HIV/AIDS/STD;
(c) Immunisation against Nib;
(d) Childhood immunisation?

Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for Health has provided the following reply-
(a) HIV/AIDS -

1993-94 $2.755m.
1994-95 $2. 64m

(b) Aboriginal and Tonres Strait HV/AIDS/STD -

1993-94 $0.47m
1994-95 $0.81m

(c) Immunisation against Nib -
1993-94 $1.43mi
1994-95 $0.97m

(d) Childhood immunisation -

1993-94 Nil except for Nib
1994-95 Nil except for Nib

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - NATIONAL
CAMPAIGN AGAINST DRUG ABUSE, COMMONWEALTH FUNDING

772. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) How much money will be allocated by the Commonwealth to Western

Australia for die National Campaign Against Drug Abuse in 1994-95?
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(2) On what projects will. the money be spent?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) The Commonwealth has yet to finalise its allocation for the
National Campaign Against Drugs of Abuse. It is expected the
allocation will be in the order of $2.7m.

(2) The allocation will be spent on the following -
(a) Drug, alcohol and tobacco campaign run by the Health

Department.
(b) The cente of excellence for research into the preveotion of

drug abuse at Curtin University.
(c) Treatment, rehabilitation and education programs run by

the Western Australian Alcohol and Drug Authority.
HOSPITALS - COMMONWEALTH FUNDING

774. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) How much money will be allocated by the Commonwealth to Western

Australia for hospitals in 1994-95?
(2) How much was allocated in 1993-94?
(3) How will the 1994-95 allocation be spent?
Mr MJNSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -
(1) $506960500.
(2) $480 044 600.
(3) For the provision of hospital and related services.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - AGED CARE
ASSESSMENT TEAM PROGRAM. COMMONWEALTH FUND[NG

776. Dr GALLOP to die Minister representing the Minister for Health:,
(1) How much money has been allocated by the Commonwealth to Western

Australia under the aged care assessment team program in 1994-95?
(2) How much was allocated in 1993-94?
(3) How will the 1994-95 allocation be spent?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) The Commonwealth has allocated $3.65m to Western Australia for
the aged care assessment program for 1994-95. In addition,
$260 000 is to be made available to WA wider the national action
plan for dementia care for resources to assist teams in the
assessment of dementia sufferers. This amount includes $130 000
carried forward front 1993-94.

(2) The amount allocated for 1993-94 under the aged care assessment
program was $3.59m.

(3) The 1994-95 allocation will be spent on the maintenance of
existing aged care assessment services throughout Western
Ausnlia. The allocation advised by the Commonwealth does not
include any provision for new or expanded assessment services.

36D3



ROEBOURNE. - MESOTHEUOMA, GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE
777. Dr GALLOP to die Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) How many cases of asbestos-related disease have been uncovered in the
Roeboumne area?

(2) What steps has the Government taken to assist these people?
(3) What support does the Government intend to give to the Aboriginal

Medical Service in Roebourne to deal with the problem?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -
(1) The only asbestos related disease that is notifiable to the Health

Department and is relevant in this situation is mesothelioma. The
number of cases whose last address given as Roebourne in the
mesouhelioma register is 13.

(2) The Government gives the same assistance to these cases as is
given to all asbestos disease sufferers throughout the state; that is,
medical and hospital care and where relevant compensation under
the Workers Compensation and Rehabilitation Act.

(3) The Health Department is aware of two Aborigines who lived in
Roebourne and contracted mesothelioma between the 1960s and
1994. Both have a history of exposure to asbestos elsewhere other
than Roebourne. The Government is supporting efforts to offer
Aboriginal people in Roebourne participation in a trial of
chemoprophylaxis for mesotheliomna as well as assessing the
treatment needs of people with mesothelioma. The EPA and the
Health Department are also collaborating to define the extent and
distribution of crocidolite exposure in the environment of the
Roebourne townsite.

HOSPITAL LAUNDRY AND LINEN SERVICE - PRIVATISATION REPORT
780. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Has a report been prepared on privatisation options for the Hospital
Laundry and Linen Service?

(2) if so, who prepared the report?
(3) What does the report recommend?
(4) Will the Government make the report available to the employees?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) A report of privatisation options for Healthcare Linen, formerly
Hospital Laundry and Linen Service, was completed at the end of
June.

(2) The tender for preparing the report was awarded to Arthur
Andersen and Co.

(3) The report identifies that the objectives of the Health Department
and maximum return to the Govemnment , while protecting staff
interests, will be best achieved by sale using an open tender
P100CWL

(4) The report contains sensitive commercial information that would
compromise the effective sale; therefore, release prior to the sale
cannot be supported.
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HOSPITALS - KALGOORLIE REGIONAL
Television Sets, Rental Cost

783. Mr GRILL to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Is rental of television sets in the Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital $5 per day?
(2) How can such a high cost be justified?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) Yes; however, the hire rates reduce to $18 per week for the third
week of hire and subsequent weeks thereafter.

(2) The television sets are owned by INTELTEC which has a
significant presence in a number of hospitals throughout the state.
The hire rates are set by INTELTEC in consultation with the
hospital administration. The present rates compare with other
regional hospitals. Those patients on the children's ward have
access to televisions at no charge. In addition, every ward has a
television room and patients are able to utilise these facilities at no
charge.

MENTAL HEALTH - ACUTE ADULT SERVICES. FUNDING BENCHMARK
792. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Has a benchmark been set for the funding of acute adult mental health
services?

(2) If yes, what is the benchmark?
(3) How has the benchmark been wrived at?
(4) Has the benchmark been utilised in respect of any mental health budgets

in Western Australia?
(5) If yes, where?
(6) What impact will the benchmark have on the provision of financial and

human resources to existing and proposed mental health services?
(7) Will staff numbers have to be cut from. the system?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) No. However, a funding formula based on the avenage estimated
annual bed costs was used for deciding what additional funding
should be provided to operate the two purpose built psychiatric
units currently being developed at Fremandle and Bentley
Hospitals. An additional $1.5n has been allocated to the project.

(2)-(7) Not applicable.
PERPETUAL TRUSTEES WA LTD - GOVERNMENT FUNDS LODGED

802. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Resources Development; Energy:
(1) What departments or agencies within the Minister's responsibilities have

moneys from. trust funds or other accounts lodged with the Perpetual
Trustees WA group of companies?

(2) When were these funds lodged with the Perpetual Trustees group and what
was the amount in each case?

Mr CJ. BARNETIT replied:
(1) None.
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(2) Not applicable.
PERPETUAL TRUSTEES WA LID) - GOVERNMENT FUNDS LODGED

810. Mr KOBELKE to die Minister representing die Minister for Health; die Arts;
Fair Trading:
(1) Whaz deparltments or agencies within the Minister's responsibilities have

moneys from trust funds or other accounts lodged with die Perpetual
Trustees WA group of companies?

(2) When were these funds lodged with the Perpetual Trustees group and what
was die amount in each case?

MNr MINSON replied
The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -
Health -
(1) The Health Department of WA has made payments on behalf of

long stay patients to the Perpetual Trustees WA group of
companies.

(2) The details of these funds are as follows -

Date invested Amount invested
30 September 1993 7886.00
17 June 1993 741.05
11 December 1992 37.35
21 October 1991 779.86
27 September 1991 448.51
13 November 1990 642.22
16 October 1990 104.75
Total investments 10 639.74

The Arts -

(1) Neither die Department for the Arts nor any of the authorities
within the Arts portfolio have moneys from maust funds or other
accounts lodged with the Perpetual Trustees WA group of
companies.

(2) Not applicable.
Fair Trading -

(1) The Real Estate and Business Agents Supervisory Board Currently
has funds lodged with the Perpetual Trustees WA group of
companies.

(2) The details of these funds are as follows -
Date invested Amount invested
22 February 1991 $700 000
8 July 1991 $175000
5 January 1993 $200000
5 January 1993 $250 000
Total investments $1 325 000

(See paper No 243.J
PERPETUAL TRUSTEES WA LID) - GOVERNMENT FUNDS LODGED

8 11. Mr KOBELKE to fth Minister for the Environment; Disability Services:
(1) What departments or agencies within dhe Minister's responsibilities have

moneys from miust funds or other accounts lodged with The Perpetual
Trustees WA Group of companies?
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(2) When were diese funds lodged with The Perpetual Trustees Group and
what was the amount in each case?

Mr MINSON replied:
(1) Nil
(2) Not applicable.
PERPETUAL TRUSTEES WA LTD - GOVERNMENT FUNDS LODGED

812. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Community Development; the Family;
Seniors:
(1) What departments or agencies within the Minister's responsibilities have

moneys from trust funds or other accounts lodged with 'The Perpetual
Trustees WA Group of companies?

(2) When wert these funds lodged with The Perpetual Trustees Group and
what was the amount in each case?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) Nil
(2) Not applicable.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR - FINANCIAL

COUNSELLORS IN WELFARE AGENCIES, ACCREDITATION
848. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Community Development:

(1) Is it Government policy to require financial counsellors in welfare
agencies to be accredited?

(2) Will accreditation be achieved by individuals undertaking a course
conducted by die Financial Counsellors Association?

(3) Will the Department for Community Development have any role in the
accreditation of financial counsellors?

(4) If so, what role?
(5) Will the Government provide adequate funds to enable community

organisations to train their financial counsellors?
(6) In allocating any funds under (5) above, will the Government ensure

adequate funds am provided to enable community groups to train
volunteer and replacement finiancial counsellors?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) Financial counsellors employed by agencies funded by the Department for

Community Development are required to have completed or be
undertakdig training recognised by the Financial Counsellors Association
of Western Australia.

(2) The Financial Counsellors Association of Western Australia has been
provided with funds by the Department for Community Development to
develop a training course and to obtain accreditation for the course fromn
the Social and Community Services (SACS) Industry Training and
Education Council (lTEC). When the course has been developed and
accredited it is the intention that individuals successfully completing the
course will be recognised by the Financial Counsellors Association of
Western Austraia.

(3) No.
(4) Not applicable.
(5>46)Q The Department for Community Development has provided funding to the

Fnancial Counsellors Association of Western Australia for the
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employment of a training broker to provide training for financial
counsellors.

HINANCIAL COUNSELLORS - PROFESSIONAL INDEM[NITY INSURANCE
849. Mr BROWN to die Minister for Community Development:

(1) Does the Government intend to continue professional indemnity insurance
coverage for financial counsellors employed by non-government
orgmnisations in the community/welfare sector?'I

(2) Has the Government investigated the costs of independent non-
government welfare/community agencies raking out their own
professional indemnity insurance coverage for financial counsellors?

(3) If so, what costs am associated with providing this type of insurance
coverage?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1)-(2) Yes.
(3) Costs are dependent upon whether financial counselling agencies choose

to be included as one of a number of agencies in an insurance package
negotiated with an insurance company, or choose to take out their cover
individually.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR - "CONSUMERS GUIDE"
850. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Community Development:

(1) Does the Government intend to publish an update of the "Consumers
Guide" published by the Department for Community Development in
1992?

(2) If so, when?
(3) If not, why not?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) The Department for Community Development has never published a

"Consumers Guide".
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

STATE ENERGY COMINSSION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA -
CONCESSIONS

851. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Energy:
(1) Does the Government plan to narrow the concessions currendly available

from the State Energy Commission of Western Australia when SEC WA is
privatiged?

(2) Does the Government plan to narrow die range and amount of concessions
available firom SECWA prior to the Government's plans to privatise
SEC WA?

(3) How many SEC WA users receive concessions?
Mr CJ. BARNETT' replied:
(1)-(2) No.
(3) Approximately 140 000 customers.

DENTAL SERVICES - DENTAL TRAINING HOSPITAL
862. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Is the Government prepared to commission a proper examination into
creating a dental training hospital in Western Australia which utilises die
taients and energies of professional staff and dental students?

3608



[Tuesday, 16 August 1994] 30

(2) If so, when?
(3) If not, why not?
-Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided die following reply-
(1) No.
(2) Nof applicable.
(3) The Government is awaiting the results of the University of

Western Australia's inquiry into the dental school and dental
training in this state.

UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - DENTAL SCHOOL, REVIEW
863. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Is the University of Western Australia School of Dentistry under review?
(2) If so, is it possible the school may -

(a) close;
(b) accept no new students after the end of this year?

(3) Has arty consideration been given to -

(a) die impact the closure of the Dental School will have on dental
services;,

(b) the additional resources the State will have to provide to maintain
a level of service equivalent to that provided by the Dental School;

(c) how the Government will meet the need for dental services if the
Dental School is closed?

Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) Yes.
(2) This is a matter for the University of Western Australia.
(3) (a) The Government is awaiting the result of the University of

Western Australia's inquiry into the dental school and
dental training in this state.

(b)-c) See answer to (3)(a).
STATE ENERGY COMMISSION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - THE MAY

STORM BLACKOUT INQUIRY REPORT
864. Mr THOMAS to the Minister for Energy:

(1) Did the inquiry report into the May storm blackout find that there were
insufficient line staff available for the key role of patrolling feeders in the
aftermath of the stormn?

(2) Did the report also find the State Energy Commission of Western
Australia's tree management and cutting program was up to 60 per cent
behind?

(3) Will the 'Government now review its policy of reducing SECWA staff
numbers particularly in strategic classifications such as line staff?

Mr CJ. BARNETT replied:
(1) Yes, but this is not surprising as the excessive number of individual freder

outages during the storm ha never previously been experienced on such a
scale by SECWA. It Would be inefficient to use a "one off" emergency
event to determine SECWA's resource requirements. Other options am
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available to support and increase the capability of SECWA's work force
to deal with pea work situations, and SEC WA is addressing the matter.

(2) Yes, a comment was made to this effetL In metropolitan areas, on the
roadside verges and the gardens of adjacent homes, it is the responsibility
of the occupier of the land to ensure that trees do not interfere with
overhead mains. Some occupiers do not accept that responsibility. This is
also mentioned in dhe report

(3) SEC WA continually reviews its resources including line staff SECWA is
moving towards using more contractors on vegetation control in order to
use its linesperson skills on power lines maintenance.

DENTAL SERVICES - EDUCATION, GOVERNMENT FUNDING
865. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Does the Government support dental education being provided in Western
Australia?

(2) is the Government prepared to commit financial resources to ensure dental
education remains available in Western Australia?

Mr AMNSON replied:
The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) Yet.
(2) The Government already provides significant financial resources

to dental education in Western Australia.
]HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - FUNDING

In-vitro Fertllsation, Alcohol Addiction, Drug Addiction
874. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) How much was spent in the 1993-94 financial year and how much has
been allocatod in 1994-95 financial year for -
(a) in-vitro fertilisation treatment and procedures;
(b) in-vitro fertilisation. research;
(c) research into alcohol addition;
(d) ucaunent of alcoholics;
(e) research into the prevention of drug addiction;

(f) the treatment of people with drug adiction?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) (a) The State Government did not directly spend any money on
1WF treatments and procedures in 1993-94, and none has
been allocated for these treatmeets in 1994-95. The
Federal Government funds NPF treatments through
Medcare rebates.

(b) The State Government did not spend any mtoney on 1WF
research in 1993-94, but roughly $30 000 will go towards
WEF research in 1994-95. This represents the salary of a
research officer who will assist in the monitoring and
evaluation of 1WF procedures cardied out in this state
through the newly established 1WF register.

(c)-(e) Research
During the 1993-94 yea a total of $311 686 was spent on
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research by the Western Australian Alcohol and Drug
Authority. For the 1994-95 year the authority has a budget
of $133 000 for research purposes. In addition to this
amount the National Centre for Research into the
Preveiltion of Drug Abuse (NCRIPODA) spent $1 432 522
on research in the 1993-94 year. Of this amount
approximately one-third is provided by die state through
various sources. The amount available for research through
NCRIPODA for the 1994-95 year is estimated to be
$1 155 260. In addition to this, the Curtin University
addiction studies unit attracts small amounts of funding
from various sources to conduct research.
In 1993-94 the Health Department provided approximately
$85 000 for the coordination of the drug data collection
unit. Healthway provided an amount of 566 822 for
specific research in the alcohol and drug area in 1993-94.
An amount of $147 000 was also provided by Healthway to
the Alcohol Advisory Council over two years - 1993-94
and 1994-95 - for research into alcohol promotion and
public health. Research projects often focus on various
aspects of alcohol and other drugs. In this regard it is
difficult to identify the amount spent on alcohol projects
and those spent on other drugs, reflecting the trend toward
poly-drug use in the community.

(d)-(f) Treatment
The amount spent on treatment for the 1993-94 year was
$9.61 m, which included $4 487m allocated to non-
government agencies for treatment services throughout die
State. In 1994-95 the allocation to the budget for treatment
is $9 385m, which includes $4.8m to community agencies
for treatment throughout the state. As with research, no
distinction is made for expenditure on the basis of alcohol
and other drugs.
Community agencies providing alcohol and drug services
also provide a range of prevention and treatnent programs.
No distinction is made between alcohol and other drug
programs in terms of cost. Some agencies focus on alcohol
treatment and others on illicit drugs. Most agencies
however respond to a wide range of alcohol and other drug
use mn the community.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - TORTURE AND
TRAUMA VICTIMS, MIGRANT CHILDREN AND YOUTH SERVICES

894. Mr BROWN to die Minister representing the Minister for Health:
What steps have been taken by the Department of Health and other public
health authoritieslnstrumentalities to provide -

(a) health services;
(b) counselling service in the area of mental health;
(c) community support services in both physical and mental health;
for -

(i) migrant children;
(ii) migrant youth;
of non-English speaking background who have experienced -
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(A) physical and/or menal disruption and trauma;
(B) physical and/or mental abuse/tortur;
in dhir country of origin or through die process of forced
migration as reflugees?

Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

At present, the only organisation providing health services to torture and
traumna victims is the Association for Services to Torture and Trauma
Survivors Inc (ASeTTS). While ASeTT' service is not targeted at
specific age groups, about one-third of service users are youth aged
between 15 and 22 years. Almost all service users arc from non-English
speaking backgrounds. The following information provides a background
to ASerS-

ASeTfls is an incorporated non-government organisation which
was funded by the Department of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs
in early 1993 to provide counselling and support services for
refugees who have experienced torture and trauma prior to arrival
in Australia.
ASeTrs provides a direct counselling and referral service to
torture and trauma survivors and also provides a consultation and
education service to organisations which come in contact with
AScii'S' target peeup. It has developed a wide network of
relationships with other government and non-government service
providers, particularly with those offering assistance to refugees,
and with health and education services. It is AScii'S' aim to work
in close cooperation with settlement as well as general services.
With assistance front the Health Department in the development of
a funding proposal, ASeTTS was successful in obtaining funding
for two years through the national mental health program for
community outreach positions for a project of primary prevention
aimed at reducing die risk among refugees of developing severe
mental disorders during the period of early resettlement in
Australia. Two community workers work with one or two newly
arrived refugee communities to assist them in recognising and
dealing with factors which place individuals and groups at high
risk for the development of menial disorders, and link them into
appropriate services and community activities.
A joint submission of all torture and trauma services in Australia
was recntly put to the Commonwealth Government seeking
guaranteed core funding for health worker positions.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - MIGRANT WOMEN
Cancer of uhe Cervix and Breast Cancer Campaign, Funding

.900. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
What funds have been allocated to a campaign by the -
(a) public health system;
(b) appropriate community based and selfhelp organisations;
to inform women of non-English speaking backgrounds who may have
difficulties with the English language and new arrivals regarding regular
checkups and the problems of detecting -

(i) cancer of the cervix;
(ii) breast cancer?
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Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for Health has provided the following reply-
(a) Funds have not been specifically allocated to campaigns or

education material for women from non-English speaking
backgrounds, but an estimate is possible for specific material and
programs targeting these women, as follows -

(i) $6 500 for preparation of tapes for ethnic radio,
(i) $50 000 for programs to inform these women of both

cervical and breast cancer screening.
(iii) $5 000 for preparation of pamphlets. It is not possible to

separate these funds between those targeting breast and
cervical cancer.

(b) Approximately $2 500 has been provided to community based and
self-help organisations.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - MIGRANT HEALTH
UNIT

Refugees, Screening Service Funding
901. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

What funds were allocated for the health screening service of refugees
within the Migrant Health Unit for -
(i) 1992-93;
(ii) 1993-94;
(iii) 1994-95?

Mr MINSON replied:
T'he Minister for Health has provided the following reply-
(1) $132 100
(2) $125000
(3) Not yet finalised. In the vicinity of $100 000.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - MIGRANT HEALTH
UNIT

Refugees. Specialist Staff
902. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

What specialist staff, in relation to cultural appropriateness, has been
allocated to the Migrant Health Unit to deal with -

(a) newly arrived refugees;
(b) long-tenm permanent resident refugees;

(i) the medical area;
(ii) paramedical services;
(iii) community health;
(iv) community support services?

Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for Health has provided the following reply-
(a) 2 doctors, 1 nurse and 2 health workers.
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(b) (i) 2
(ii) 1
(iii) 2
(iv) None, as the unit depends on staff in the community.

RUBBER GLOVES - CONTRAaTS, GOVERNMENT HEALTH SECTOR
906. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Services:

(1) Has the State Government awarded a contract for two years for the supply
of rubber gloves to the whole of the public health sector?

(2) Which companies were the successful tenderers for the various categories
of items to be supplied?

(3) Does Royal Perth Hospital purchase all relevant categories of rubber
gloves only under the terms of this contract?

(4) If not, why not?
(5) Does Queen Elizabeth 11 Medical Centre purchase all relevant categories

of rubber gloves under the terms of this contract?
(6) If not, why not?
(7) Which company or companies do supply Royal Perth Hospital with the

various categories of rubber gloves specified in the contract?
(8) Which company or companies do supply QE I11 with the various

categories of rubber gloves specified in the contract?
Mr KIERATH replied:
(1) Yes. The State Supply Commission has awarded contracts for the supply

of two categories of rubber gloves for the State Government health sector.
The contract for patent examiniung and treatment gloves is for the period
16 August 1993 to 15 August 1995. The contract for surgeon's glovs is
for the period of 20 July 1994 to 19 July 1995.

(2) The contractors are -

Patient examining and treatment gloves - Promedica Pty Ltd and
Ansell International
Surgeon's gloves - Smith and Nephew Pty Ltd and Anseli
International.

(3) Under State Supply.Commission policy Royal Perth Hospital is required
to purchase its requirements for rubber gloves under these contracts and
inquiries through Health Supply Services indicate that it does so.

(4) if the member has information to the contry, I will ask the Ste Supply
Commission to investigate the matter further.

(5) Under State Supply Commission policy, Queen Elizabeth H1 Medical
Centre is required to purchase its requirements for rubber gloves under
these contracts and inquiries through Health Supply Services indicate that
it does so.

(6) See (4) above.
(7) patient examining and treatment gloves are supplied by Promedica, Pty

Ltd. Surgeon's gloves are supplied by Anseil International.
(8) Patient examining and treatment gloves are supplied by Promedica Pty Ltd

and Ansell International. Surgeon's gloves are supplied by both Smith.
and Nephew Pty Ltd and Anseil International.
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MENTAL HEALTH - COMMONWEALTH FUNDING
908. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Why is there no reference to Commonwealth mental health funding for
Western Australia in the Budget Papers released last week?

(2) What mental health projects will be funded from the Commonwealth in
Western Austrlia in 1994-95?

Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) The 1994-95 program statements which came out last week were
not disaggregated by subprogram areas and the Commonwealth
mental health funding was included in the mental health program
within the item "grants subsidies and transfer payments".

(2) Subject to the federal Minister's endorsement, the following
projects will be funded during 1994-95 -

WA Consumer Advisory Group $25 000
Group of primary and secondary consumers to advise the
department on mental health issues.
Recreation Project $10000
Project aimed at assisting people with psychiatric illness and
disability to find and maintain recreational interests. Jointly
funded by Lotteries Commission and ATUL (charitable
company).
Supported Community Housing N/A
"In home" support services for people with psychiatric
disability. Funded in 1993-94 through national program, but
for 1994-95 trough Disability Services Commission.
Community Services, SMHR $721000
Enhancement of community mental health services in tie
South Metropolitan Health Region.
Aboriginal Mental Health, Kimberley $120 000
Establishment of bi-cultural mental health service in the
Kimberley. Additional funding of $125 000 per annum
trough Commonwealth project funding.
Child and Adolescent Mental Health, SMHR $500 000
Establishment of a community mental health service for
children and adolescents in the Southern Metropolitan Health
Region.
Regional NESB Programs $90 000
$30 000 per annum for each of the three metropolitan health
regions to foster the development of innovative models of
mental health care for people from NESB.
Emergency/Respite Housing $300 000
For development of emergency and respite accommodation for
people with psychiatric illness and disability.
C & A Residential Units. Bentley (Capital) $400000
Capital funding for the construction of two residential units for
the tatment of adolescents with psychiatric disorder.

The additional Commonwealth funding announced in the May
federal Budget contained no details of how the new national
mental health strategy program funding would be divided between
the Commonwealth and the states/territories and, therefore. no
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details am yet available of how this funding will be allocated this
year in Western Australia.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - EMPLOYEES IN
PRIVATE CONSULTANCIES

910. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Is it possible for employees of dhe Health Department to act as private
consultants?

(2) If so. how many employees are involved in private consultancies?
(3) What protocols exist in relation to Health Department employees taking

up private consultancies?
(4) Who, if anyone, monitors the conduct of employees in relation to any

private consultancies they may have?
Mrt MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(I) Yes.
(2) Records are not maintained on the total numbers of employees

involved in private consultancies. Copies of approvals given to
individual employees are maintained on personal files.

(3) For public servants, permission must be sought under section 54(1)
of the Public Service Act 1978. Details of the approved procedure
and criteria for approval is outlined in administrative instruction
726 (copy attached).. The authority for such approvals has been
delegated to branch directors (central office) or general managers
(health provider units) in the Health Department of Western
Australia.
[See paper No 247.]
For medical officers employed under certain awards in the health
industry there is some capacity built into die conditions of
employment that provides for rights to private practice. For other
employees of the Health Department, there is no specific
requirement for them to seek specific approval to engage in private
employment.

(4) It is the responsibility of branch directors or general managers, as
appropriate, to monitor approvals given to employees to engage in
private employment.

HEALTH SERVICES (QUALITY IMIPROVEMENT) BILL - INTRODUCTION
911. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the inister for Health:

When will the Health Services (Quality Improvement) Bill be introduced
into Parliament?

Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

I intend to introduce it into the current session of Parliamnt.m
HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - ABORIGINAL.

HEALTH
Envkronentai Health in Commntes, Fwr&ng

912. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) How much money has the Government allocated for the improvement of

environmental health in Aboriginal communities?
(2) How will that money be spent?
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(3) Will local authorities be expected to play a role in die program of
improving environmental health far Aboriginal communities?

(4) If so, will the State Government be providing any resources to local
government?

Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for Health has provided the following reply-
(1) $4.58m has been allocated in 1994-95 for the improvement of

environmental health in Aboriginal communities. This includes a
special allocation of $3m following the recommendations of die
Aboriginal Social Justice Task Force.

(2) The approach will involve action in three areas -

(i) The employment and training of Aboriginal environmental
health workers;

(ii) Minor capital works in Aboriginal communities targeted to
produce an improvement; and

(iii) The contracting of services with local governent
(3) Yes, local governments are expected to play an ongoing role, in

keeping with their statutory responsibilities, in the area of
environmental health.

(4) Taking into account the responsibilities of local governments to
provide environmental health services to all people in thefr
locality, resources provided to local governments will be
negotiated on a case by case basis.

HOSPITALS - GRAYLANDS
Staff Shortages; Psychiatric Positions Unfiled

914. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Are there any staff shortages at Graylands Hospital?
(2) If so, how many?
(3) How many unfilled psychiatrist positions are there?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) Yet.
(2) 10.4 positions, i.e. 8.4 psychiatrists, 1.0 occupational therapist, 1.0

pharmacist.
(3) (i) Graylands Hospital has 15 consultant psychiatrist positions.

(ii) 8.4 positions are curretdy unfilled.
(iii) Elective year registrars arm being employed acting against

two of the unfilled consultant positions.
(iv) Omaylands employs an additional sessional psychiatrist fir

six sessions per week.
HOSPITALS - HEATHCOTE

Staff Shortages ; Psychiatric Positions Unfilled
915. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Axe there any staff shortages at Heathcote Hospital?
(2) If so, how many?
(3) How many unfilled psychiatrist positions are there?
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MW MINSON replied:
The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -
(1) Yes, staff shortages currently exist in nursing and psychiatry.
(2) One consultant psychiatrist currently on maternity leave - to date

unable to recruit locumn.
Five registered nurses.

(3) One as indicated above (temporary vacancy).
HOSPITALS - MT HENRY

Catering, Changes; Kitchens, Staff Reduction
916. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Have there been any changes to the food preparation and distribution
arrangements at Mt Henry Hospital?

(2) Have staff levels in the kitchens at Mt Henry been reduced?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply-
(1) No changes to food preparation have taken place at Mt Henry

Hospital; however, a new 28 day cyclic menu has been introduced
from 8 August 1994, following extensive advice and consultation
with patients, nursing staff, catering staff, dietitian and an external
consultant who is conducting a complete review of catering
services.

(2) In line with this change to the activity levels in the kitchen, one
senior food service attendant position has been deleted, and
following changes to rosters and routines in ward pantries which
are being made in consultation with the unions and staff, further
reductions are planned.

MAMMvOGRAPHY SCREENING - COMMONWEALTH FUNDING
Discrepancy

917. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
How does the Minister explain the discrepancy between the Federal
Minister for Health's claim that $3.8m wil be spent by the
Commonwealth on manmmography screening (The West Australian, 18
lume 1994) and the claim in Budget Paper Number 7 (p.15) that $2.9m
will be spent by the Commonwealth in 1994-95?

Mr MINSON replied.
The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -
The $2.926m included in the consolidated fund Estimates of the state for
1994-95 reflects the estimated Commonwealth Government's contribution
at the time of finalising the State Budget. As the state presented its
Budget shortly after the presentation of the Commonwealth Budget, there
was insufficient time to incorporate the final Commonwealth Government
offer into the Budget papers.

MENTAL HEALTH - ACCOMMODATION AND SUPPORT SERVICES,
FUNDING

918. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) What funds were allocated in -

(a) 1993-94 budget;
(b) 1994-95;
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toedevelop supported accommodation for people with mental illness?
(2) What was die breakdown of -

(a) Commonwealth;
(b) State;
funds in these allocations?

(3) To whom have such funds been allocated to date?
(4) What amounts have been allocated in each case?
(5) What is die breakdown of funds allocated for the provision of

accommodation and die provision of support services?
(6) What am the criteria for organisations seeking to access funding for

providing accommodation for people with mental illness?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -
(1) (a) $728 000 was allocated in the 1993-94 budget to develop

supported accommodation for people with mental illness.
Additionally, $300 000 was allocated for the development
of respite and emergency accommodation. Delays in
Commonweath Government approval led to only $194 000
being able to be spent during the year.

(b) $786 000 has been allocated in the 1994-95 budget to
develop supported accommodation. Additionally $300 000
has been allocated for the development of respite and
emergency accommodation.

(2) During 1993-94, $607 000 was Commonwealth funding and
$121 000 was state funding. During 1994-95, al the funding will

e grnsfrom the Disability Services Commission. The $300) 000
provie for respite and emergency accommodation during both
finacl years is Commonwealth national mental health strategy
funding.

(3) Funding for supported accommodation has been/will be provided
to the following agencies.-

The De Paul Centre (operated by a religious order)
The De Paul Cenire/Wesley Care (joint project)
South Metropolitan Health Region
East Metropolitan Health Region (through contract with
individual support workers).

(4) Amounts expended during 1993-94 -
The De Paul Centre $145000
East Metropolitan Health Region $49 000
Amounts allocated during 1994-95 -
The De Paul Centre $586000
The De Paul Centre/Wesley Care $66 000
South Metropolitan Health Region $60 000
East Metropolitan Health Region $74 000

(5) All the funding has been allocated for the provision of support
services.

(6) Criteria for access to funding include -
Organisations seeking funding must be incorporated
bodies;
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Organisations must enter into contracts for the purchase of
these services with the Health Depaniment;
The services must be targeted at people with serious
psychiatric illness and associated disability;
Services must be targeted at people who have had at least
two admissions to hospital in the past 18 months and
require support to help them maintain themselves in the
community;
Services must meet the principles and objectives of the
Disability Services Act, including the right for people to
choose their living arrangements and the right to choose
where they live;
Referrals can only be accepted through regional support
and rehabilitation teams following assessment of individual
needs;
Preference is given to services which provide support "as
required" based on the assessment of individual support
needs;
Preference is given to organisations which have a
successful track record in the provision of support services
to people with special needs;
Funding is not provided for organisations simply to
purchase or lease premises.

MENTAL HEALTH - PSYCHIATRIC SERVICES
Accommodation and Support Services; Burdekin Report

919. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) With respect to the Burdekin report recommendations on the

accommodation needs of people with mental illness, what action has been
taken to ensure that the Health, Housing and Community Development
Departments are working together to provide supported accommodation
for people with psychiatric disability?

(2) Has the Government nominated one department as the lead agency
responsible for the coordination of services?

(3) if yes to (2), which department has been nominated?
(4) If no to (2), is it intended to take up this recommendation?
(5) What action does the Minister intend to take in response to the ueport's

five recommendations (page 921) on private boarding houses and hostels?
Mr MISON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) There are three major state departments central to the provision of
supported accommodation for people with psychiatric disability:
The Health Department, the Disability Services Commission and
Homneswes. A committee of senior officers from the Health
Department and the Disability Services Commission has been
formed and meets regularly to discuss and deal with matter of
mutual interest, including the provision of services for people with
psychiatric disability. Ihe Disability Services Commission has
allocated $787 000 per annum, commencing in this financial year,
for the provision of accommodation support services for this
group. The Health Departnment is the "purchase?' of these
services.
The Health Department has also developed a close working
relationship with Homeswest. In 1993, the Health Department
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banded over Eden Hill Cluster Homes, a cluster of six four-bed
borne units, to Honicawest in exchange for guaranteed, ongoing
priority access to 21 residential places in public housing, dispersed
tbroughout the metropolitan axes. Thbe depautment also worked
with Homeswest on its review of its disability policy. The new
policy provides for people with psychiatric disability being
accorded priority access to public housing.

(2) Yes.
(3) The Health Department has taken the lead role in the coordination

of services for people with psychiatric disability.
(4) Not applicable.
(5) Western Australia commenced licensing and regulating private

boarding houses wbich provided accommodation for people with
psychiatric disability in 1967. It commenced paying bed day
subsidies to these licensed private psychiatric hostels in 1977. The
subsidy was substantially increased in 1989 and was indexed to the
CPI. The subsidy currently makes up approximately 20 per cent of
each hostel's income. The licensed private psychiatric hostels are
monitored by boards of visitors consisting of community
representatives which inspect the facilities and hear patient
complaints. The hostels are also monitored regularly by the
Community Accommodation Support program, a unit in the Health
Department. Community mental health staff visit the hostels
regularly to work with the residents.
There is a requirement under the Mental Health Act for licensees
to cooperate with die monitoring bodies and with community
mental health staff. All supervisors working in licensed hostels
have to be approved by the Director of Psychiatric Services. They
are required to be familiar with all patient supervision activities
before they can be approved. Standards for resident came have
been developed and their introduction into the hostels is currently
being negotiated with the hostel licensees.
PERTH, CITY OF - REGIONAL COUNCIL

927. Mr RJEBELING to the Minister for Local Government:
(1) In relation to the split up of the Perth City Council, and the creation of the

new councils, does the Commission of the City of Perth have the powers
to form a regional council?

(2) Now that the new towns are formed, bow will the commissioners avoid a
conflict of interest in relation to the formation of the regional council,
given they represent all parties?

(3) Who are the signatories of the regional council?
(4) Will the constitution of the central regional council be presented to the

electors of' the new towns in draft form for comment and input?
(5) What services will be designated to the central regional council?
(6) How will the central regional council be financed given there is no

provision within the City of Perth Restructuring Act 1993 for the reserve
funds to be used?

(7) Given section 30 of die City of Perth Restructuring Act 1993 where the
city can provide services to the new towns, why is a regional council
required?

(8) What long term contracts will the commission bind the new towns to?
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(9) Will a regional council be created prior to the election of the new town
councillors?

(10) If yes, what form will the regional council take in respect to staffing,
provision of equipment for the operation of that council and the provision
of an operations centre?

(11) What form of tendering is envisaged for the supply of services to the new
towns?

(12) When will the budget for 1994-95 be passed by the commissioners and the
municipal rate struck?

(13) Will the promise of the Premier that there would be no rate increase be
achieved?

(14) If yes to (13) what services will be reduced or where will the reduction in
maintenance and new works occur?

(15) H-ow many firms or individuals have been appointed to the new towns?
(16) Who are they?
(17) What are they being paid?
(18) What service do they provide?
Mr& OMODEI replied:
(1) Yes, under pant 29 of the Local Government Act.
(2) Each town and the City of Perth are separate legal entities. The

commissioners act as the council for each town and the city
independently.

(3) The City of Perth was, and continues to be, a member of the Mindarie
Regional Council. In relation to the proposed new central regional council
there have been no decisions.

(4)-(5)
No final decisions have been mnade to form the proposed central regional
council.

(6) In the event that the proposed central regional council is formed, the
provisions of pant 29 of the Local Government Act will apply.

(7) No final decisions have been made to form the proposed central regional
council which is an option under part 29 of the Local Government Act.

(8)4(10)
No final decisions have been made to form the proposed central regional
council.

(11) The City of Perth and new towns are required to comply with the

prvsin of the Local Government Act in relation to tendering

(12) During August 1994.
(13)-(14)

Although the rates have not yet been struck I anm confident that the
commissioners will bring down responsible budgets. There will certainly
not be an increase of mnore than 20 per cent in rates as occurred last year
and was proudly seconded by the member for Glendalough when a
councillor.

(15) one officer, the town clerk, has been appointed to each town.
(16) Mr John Giorgi, as Town Clerk, Vincent; Mr Jim Kelly as Town Clerk,

Shepperton; and Mr Graham Partridge as Town Clerk, Cambridge.
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(17) That information should be sought from the commissioners of each of the
towns.

(18) The town clerks are compelled to provide all legal, administrative and
financial functions required of a town clerk under the Local Government
Act and other relevant legislation.

YAMATJI PATROL - KALGOORLIE TRWP FUNDING
932. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) In view of the statement published in the Geralduon Guardian on Friday.
15 July 1994, in which the member for Geraldton claimed that Yamiaiji
Parl funds were not used for a controversial trip to Kalgoorlie by a group
associated with the patrol, will the Minister advise whether Yamnatji Patrol
funds were appropriated for this purpose?

(2) W~lteMinsterAdentify tesceof fnds ifthasource waswt the
Yamatji Patrol?

(3) Will the Minister detail the means of appropriation of the funds from
whichever source?

(4) Is the statement by the Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority that Yarnatji
Patrol funds were used for die trip corret?

Mr PRINCE replied:

A grant of $5 600 was accepted by the Geraldton Regional Aboriginal
Medical Serice on 5 November 1993 on behalf of persons then associated
with the Yamatji Patrol for the purposes of -
(a) Funding a visit to Broome by members of the Yamatji Patrol to

discuss and inspect the Kullari Patrol and escort two fringe
dwellers to Milliya Rumarra Rehabilitation Centre - $2 000.

(b) Defraying costs associated with a visit already undertaken by a
number of youth in the "at risk" category to the Maku Festival in
Kalgoorlie - $3 000.

(c) Construction of a half court basketball court - $600.
The grant was for the above specific purposes and not part of any general
allocation in support of the Yamatji Patrol's activities.

(4) The article in The Geraldbon Guardian of 15 July 1994 was prepared by
Peter Harris and was not a statement from the Aboriginal Affairs Planning
Authority. However, it is correct that the Yarnatji Patrol was not -n
incorporated body at this time, and that the grant was to the Geraldton
Regional Aboriginal Medical Service, not to the Yamaiji Patro, and was
specifically for the purposes outlined above.

YAMATJI PATROL - KALGOORLIE TRIP FUNDING
937. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) Has the Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority said that there should be an
investigation of funding arrangements made for a trip to a concert in
Kalgoorlie by a group associated with the Yamuji Patrol in Geraldton?

(2) Is the need for such an investigation supported by the police?
(3) Did the member for Geraldton have any role in facilitating the funding for

the trip?
(4) What investigation has so far taken place?
(5) What further investigation is planned?
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MY PRINCE replied:
(1) No. The Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority has said that as part of the

authority's normal grant acquittal procedures, further advice on the grant
acquittal information is required.

(2) Not applicable. The matter is within the jurisdiction of the Aboriginal
Affairs Planning Authority.

(3) The member for Geraldion has, as I understand it, been a supporter of the
Yamatji Patrol. The decision to make an offer of a specific purpose grant
was made by the Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority.

(4) The subject of the grant and acquittal documentation has been passed to
the authority's incernal auditor for follow-up attention.

(5) This will depend on the outcome of the internal auditor's report.
YAMATJI PATROL - GERALDTON, NEW PREMISES

938. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:
(1) Is the Minister aware that the Yamnaiji Patrol has moved from its premises

in Lester Street, Geraldton to a new location at 303 Marine Terrae?
(2) Why was the move made?
(3) What is the annual rental of the new premises?
(4) Who owns the new premises?
(5) Who owns the Lester Street premises?
(6) Were the owners of the Lester Street premises given notice of the

impending relocation?
(7) Is the Minister aware that the way the move was made, and the fact that

the Yaniatji Patrol has voluntarily incurred a substantial rental cost, may
threaten funding from the Geraldzon City Council and the Greenough
Shime Council?

(8) What was the involvement of the member for Geraldton and the Chief
Superintendent of Police in Geraldton in relocation of premises?

(9) Have the member for Geraldion and the Chief Superintendent recently had
joint discussions with the Geraldton City Council City Manager regarding
the use of the Lester Street premises?

(10) Was any notice given at that meeting that the move was contemplated?
Mr PRINCE replied:
(1) No. The Yamaiji Patrol is an independent community initiative and any

questions should be referred to its chairman.
(2)-(7)

Not applicable.

(8)-( 10)
These questions should be referred to the member for Geraldton and the

inister for Police.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS - tO)CAL GOVERNMENT UPDATE",
PRODUCTION

945. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Local Government:
(1) What was the cost of production of the document 'Local Government

Update"?
(2) What was the purpose of producing the document?
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(3) What was the cost of distribution of the document?
(4) To whom were the copies distributed?
(5) Where was the document primted?
(6) How often are issues of die document produced?
Mr OMODEI replied:
(1) $2 200 on avernge.
(2) To inform all local governments and interested stakeholders on current

issues affecting the local government sector.
(3) Distribution is managed by Mailwest and cost details are not accessible

due to monthly consolidated accounts.
(4) All local governments, all members of Parliament, relevant state

government agencies and peak local government bodies in Western
Australia.

(5) State Print-
(6) Quarterly.

GOVERNMENT PUB3LICATIONS - 'TCOPLAN NEWS", PRODUCTION
950. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) What was the cost of production of die document "Ecoplan News"?
(2) What was the purpose of producing the document?
(3) What was the cost of distribution of the document?
(4) To whom were the copies distributed?
(5) Where was the document printed?
Mir MINSON replied:
(1) "Ecoplan News" is produced four times a year. Production cost of die last

newsletter was $536.
(2) "Ecoplan News" seeks to raise community awareness of System 6 and

share information between community groups and individuals working in
System 6 areas.

(3) $261 per issue.
(4) Members of Parliament, heads of government departments, local

government authorities in the metropolitan area, community conservation
groups, registered Ecoplan volunteer and interested members of the
public.

(5) Daytone Printers, 285 Great Eastern Highway, Rivervale.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS - "HQMEFRONr"', PRODUCTION
951. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Housing:

(1) What wasthe purpose of producing die documnent'"Homefront"?
(2) Where was the document printed?
Mr PRINCE replied:
(1) ' Homeftont" is the montly staff magazine to deliver information on die

organisation's business and social activities to officers statewide.
(2) Lamb Print.
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS - 'MOST PEOPLE TRAVEL BECAUSE THEY
WANT TO - SOME TRAVEL BECAUSE THEY HAVE TO", PRODUCTION

952. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs:
(1) What was the cost of production of the document "Most people trvel

because they want to - Some travel because they have to"t?
(2) What was the purpose of producing the document?
(3) What was the cost of distribution of the document?
(4) To whom were the copies distributed?
(5) Where was the document printed?
Mr KIERATH replied:
(l)-(5) The document was produced by the Refugee Week Committee, an

independent committee which organises Refugee Week in Western
Australia. Refugee Week is held annually and is sponsored nationally by
Ausicare. The Office of Multicultural Interests has traditionally supported
Refugee Week and for Refugee Week 1994, gave a grant of $2 000 as a
contribution towards printing and distribution costs of promotional and
program material, including the document referred to.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS - "S AFETYUINE", PRODUCTION
953. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) What was the cost of production of the document "SafetyLine"?
(2) What was the purpose of producing the document?
(3) What was the cost of distribution of the document?
(4) To whom were the copies distributed?
(5) Where was the document printed?
Mr KIERATH replied:
(1) During 1993-94, production costs (printing plus photographs etc) for four

editions of "SafetyLine" (2 x 24 pages and 2 x 28 pages, 12 000 copies per
edition) totalled $50 351.73. This avenages $1.05 per copy.

(2) The purpose of producing the document is to increase awareness of
occupational health and safety, workers' compensation and rehabilitation
issues through the promulgation of information articles in the magazine.

(3) The cost of distributing the document during 1993-94 was $5 043.49.
(4) The Department of Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare maintains a

mailing list of subscribers to "SafetyLine". Inclusion on the mailing list is
by request, usually by telephone or written request. Subscribers include
health and safety representatives, health and safety officers, employers,
managers, supervisors and others in workplaces who have an interest in
occupational health and safety, compensation and rehabilitation.

(5) The document has been printed by Scott Print. Tenders are sought every
12 months for the printing of four editions and will be sought again shortly
for the next 12 month period.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS - 'VCD NEWS", PRODUCTION
958. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Community Development:

(1) What was the cost of production of the document "DCD News"?
(2) What was the purpose of producing the document?
(3) What was the cost of distribution of the document?
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(4) To whom were the copies distributed?
(5) Where was the document printed?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) The overall cast of producing "DCI) News" was $4 517.
(2) "DCI) News" is a quarterly magazine highlighting the work of the

Department for Community Development. It is used as an information
and education tool for the various departmental publics. The magazine is
also effective in highlighting the individual efforts of departmental staff
and is a source of positive news articles for the media.

(3) 'Me magazine is distributed through internal networks and therefore no
outside distribution costs are incurred other than Mailwest postage.

(4) Copies of "DCI) News" are sent to all offices of the Department for
Community Development, associated welfare agencies, members of
Parliament, all Western Australian media outlets, relevant libraries and on
request to individual members of the public.

(5) "DCI) News" was printed in Western Australia by Picton Press.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS - "H[EAI.THVIEW", PRODUCTION
961. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) What was the cast of production of the document "Healthview"?
(2) What was the purpose of producing the document?
(3) What was the cast of distribution of the document?
(4) To whom were the copies distributed?
(5) Where was the document printed?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) The cost of producing the May/June edition of "Healthview" was
$5 656.

(2) "Healthview", the magazine of the WA Health Department, is the
principal communications vehicle for the department. It is used to
inform health professionals in the public and private sectors, and
other interested readers, about the programs and activities of the
Health Department and its staff.

(3) The cost of distributing the May/June edition of "Healthview" was
$4 576.

(4) Copies were distributed to -

All registered doctors in WA
Dentists who have become subscribers
Pharmacists who have become subscribers
Members of Parliament
All Health Department units including hospitals, nursing
posts and community health centres, plus services such as
the Quadriplegic Centre, the Cerebral Palsy Association
and many others
Private hospitals
All WA media organisations
A number of interested subscribers

(5) The May/June edition of "Healthview" was printed by Lamb Print.
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SEWERAGE - PROGRAM. BROCHURE
966. Nr BROWN to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Did the Government send its brochure on the 10 year deep sewerage
program to some households in the metropolitan area?

(2) If so, how many households did the Government send the brochure to?
(3) Was the brochure sent to households already serviced by deep sewerage?
(4) If so, for what purpose?
(5) Did the Government distribute more than one copy to some households?
Mr OMODEI replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Approximately 97 000.
(3)-(5) Some householders owning additional property in tmsewered areas

received a brochure(s) pertinent to those properties.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR - VACANT POSITIONS

967. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Community Development:
In the Department for Community Development-
(a) how many positions were -

(i) vacant or
(ii) being filled by an employee/officer in an acting capacity;
on 1 August 1994;

(b) what was the classification of each vacancy;
(c) how many positions have been vacant for -

(i) less than one month;
(ii) more than one month and less than three months;
(iii) more than dime months?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
The department has an approved avenage staffing level allocated in full
time equivalent terms for each financial year. It is on this basis, rather
than the number of positions, that the department manages the staffing
levels in each location. The allocation from 1 July 1994 is 1 092 FTE.
The actual employment level of 28 July 1994 was 1117 IFTE and over the
last three months the department has been fully utilising the FTE
allocation. This FTE figure is represented by a total of 1 361 employees
of which 1 089 - 80 per cent - are permanent employees and the remaining
195 - 20 per cent - have temporary contracts of service.

PERTH, CITY OF - "PERTH CENTRAL AREA POLICIES REVIEW"
969. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Planning:

(1) When did work commence on the study which has resulted in the release
for public comment of the report tidled "Perth Central Area Policies
Review" in July 1994?

(2) What was the cost of publishing and distributing this report and the
summary produced of the report?

(3) What is the budget for the Perth central area policies review study team?
(4) Who is responsible for meeting the cost of this study team?
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Mr LEWIS replied:
(1) September 1992.
(2) Approximately $11 300.
(3) $50 000.
(4) Equal sharing of costs between Perth City Council and the Department of

Planning and Urban Development.
GOVERNMENT REPORTS - COMMISSIONED BY DEPARTMENTS,

AGENCIES AND STATUTORY AUTHORITIES
988. Mr RIPPER to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) What reports have been commissioned by departments, agencies and/or
statutory authorities under the Minister's control since the state election in
February 1993?

(2) Which reports are available to the public?
(3) What was the cost of each report?
(4) Who undertook each report?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1)-(4) The information sought would require considerable research and I
am not prepared to allocate resources for this purpose. If the
member has a specific question regarding a particular report I will
be pleased to respond.

ELLENBROOK - I-OMESWEST HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
994. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Housing:

(1) With regard to the Ellenbrook Homeswest housing development, what
will be the mix of residents, ie Homeswest tenants and private ownership?

(2) Of the Homeswest tenants, what percentage has been allocated to house
Aboriginal people?

Mr PRINCE replied:
(1) This will be determined in consultation with the joint venture partner.
(2) As above.

HOMESWEST - POLICY MANUAL
995. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Housing:

(1) Further to question on notice 843 of 1994, will community groups be able
to acquire an up to date manual with all Homeswest policies for their own
offices?

(2) Can they purchase a complete copy of the manual in three weeks?
(3) What amount does Homeswest intend to charge community groups for a

complete copy of the manual?
(4) Will the manual be updated as policies change?
(5) Will policy changes be sent to community groups as soon as they become

effective?
(6) If not, why not?
Mr PRINCE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The manual will be available for consultation within three: weeks, to give
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the community groups an opportunity to provide input into Homeswest
policy. Once final approval has been obtained from the Homneawest board
of commissioners, arrangements will be made for the manual to go into
immediate publication.

(3) The cost of the manuals has not been determined at the present time, as
this is dependent upon printing costs and other associated charges.

(4) Yes, on a half yearly basis.
(5) Yes.
(6) Not applicable.

PERTH CITY OF - REDUNDANCIES
1003, Mr BROWN to the Minister for Local Government:

(1) Is the Minister aware if the Perth City Council intends to reduce staff by-
(a) involuntary redundancy;
(b) cajoling resignations by increasing the workload on targeted

individuals?
(2) Is the Minister aware if the Pernh City Council has embarked upon a

strategy of placing older workers in positions they are unable to fufi in
order to have them resign?

(3) Is the Minister await of any "special measures" that have been taken in
respect of older workers?

(4) Is it government policy to encourage local authorities to set work
expectations which cannot be validly met by older workers?

Mr OMODEI replied:
(1)-(3) In line with State Government commitments, there will be no forced

redundancies at the City of Perth and the commissioners have confirmed
that any redundancies will be on a voluntary basis.

(4) No.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

POUICE - OFFICERS, 800 NEW
356. Mr TAYLOR to the Minister for Police:

My question is directed to the incompetent Minister for Police.
Withdrawal of Remark

Mr COWAN: I may have misheard the Leader of the Opposition, Mr Deputy
Speaker. However, if I did hear him corretly, his comment not only
impugns the integrity of the Minister, but also it is unparliamentary and I
ask you to direct him to readdiess his question.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Standing Orders indicate that it is disorderly to reflect
improperly upon members of this place. Regardless of the status of the
comment it reflects on the Minister and I ask the Leader of the Opposition
to withdraw.

Mr TAYLOR: I withdraw "incompetent" but I still believe that this Minister is
the worst Minister for Police that this state has ever seen.

Mr Cowan: You were pretty bad.
Mr TAYLOR: I was not, as a matter of fact. I think I was an outstanding

Minister for Police. Ask the cops what they think.
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Mr Cowan: We don't have to, they have told us.
Mr TAYLOR: I am sure they have. Not like the Deputy Premier - the

bantamweight has been beaten by the featherweight.
Questions wvithout Notice Resumted

Mr TAYLOR: The coalition's law and order policy at the last election promised
to increase police numbers in the firs: term of the Government by 800
over and above resignations and retirements.
(1) Why did the Minister for Police refer to this promise as

'simplistic" and "unlikely to be honoured"?
(2) Will the Minister explain his backflip this morning on 6P1 when

he said that the cost of training police to be on the streets next year
is chickenfeed and the promise will be honoured.

Mr WIESE replied:
(1)-(2) This Government made a commitment to put 800 police officers on the

streets of this state in its first term of government. The Government does
not bark away from that promise. I have said time and time again in this
Parliament that it will be difficult, but that it will go very close to being
achieved. I say now with great confidence that the target will be achieved
and this Government will put 800 extra police on the streets of this state
within its first term of government.

HOMESWEST - BVNBIJRY, REMNANT TUART BUSHLAND,
CONSERVATION

357. Mr OSBORNE to the Minister for Housing:
The Minister will be aware that the residents of Glen Padden, a suburb of
Bunbury, have recently begun moves to save an area of 8.5 hectares of
remnant tuart bushland owned by Homeswest from development for
housing. Will the Minister consider giving over Homeswest's obligation
to develop the area for housing in favour of retaining the land for
conservation purposes?

Mr PRINCE replied:
I am aware that the residents of Glen Padden are concerned about the
possible building on the area that I understand is known as "the maidens"
which is an area of remnant wuart forest. I have had the area looked at. I
gather that the land is owned partly by Homeswest, partly by the Water
Authority and partly by the City of Bunbwry, and that the City of Bunbury
has been making proposals about it. As a result of the matters put to me
by the member for Bwibury, I am quite happy to accept that the area
should not be developed for housing. However, I must have formal
notification from the environment agencies that that is the case.
Obviously the exercise will entail an agreement from both the Water
Authority of Western Australia and the City of Bunbury that the whole
-re will be saved from future development. I will consider the request

that has been made. T'he matter is before Homeswest and as soon as I can
give the member a formal response, I will do so.

POLICE - OFFICERS, 800 NEW
358. Mr TAYLOR to the Minister for Police:

(1) The Minister said in answer to a previous question that the recruitmnent of
additional police officers was close to being achieved. I do not know what
he means by "close to being achieved". How will the Government recruit
and tain an additional 800 police officers over and above resignations and
retirement given that, firstly, there is natural wastage of between 120 and
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140 police officers a year; secondly, the avenge cost of a police officer on
the bear is approximately $80 000 a year, and, thirdly, the so-called
Program Statements submitted by the Premier show an allocation increase
of $l7m to the Police Force over the next couple of years?

(2) How will the Police Force afford that, given that it will be allocated only
an extra $17m?

(3) Does die Minister agree that it is impossible to honour the Government's
election commitment in the next two years, given that the cost of the
additional police officers will be approximately $60m?

Mr WIESE replied:

1 will deal with a couple of the issues raised by the Leader of the
Opposition; I was not quick enough to write down all the issues he raised.
The wastage within the Police Force is between seven and eight police
officers a month. The figure quoted by the Leader of the Opposition is nor
correct. In addition, the figure of $80 000 which he quoted as the annual
cost of employing a police officer is not correct. The additional $17m that
will be allocated to the Police Force this financial year will make it
possible for 100 extra civilian personnel to be employed.
I come back to the question of police figures and the actual manpower
strength: Ir is time the public was made aware of the real figures. On
2 December 1992 the actual number of police officers employed was
4 105. Ar 31 December 1992, 4 098 police officers were employed. The
actual figure shown on 31 January 1993 was 4 138 and that included an
intake of 48 recruits on 25 January 1993. The actual number of police
officers employed on I11 August 1994 was 4 228; that is, an increase of
130 from 31 December 1992 or 90 from 31 January 1993. The reality is
that t 100 extra police officers for which I rook a proposition to Cabinet
in March 1993 are in place and that number is reflected in the actual figure
shown within the Police Department.

Mrs Hallahan: That is very misleading.
Mr WIESE: The Leader of the Opposition is well aware that it is very difficult to

translate the figures within the Police Department into real figures. I will
deal with the authorised figure, which is the other figure constantly used
and it is probably the figure quoted by the Opposition at various times.
The real Cabinet authorised figure at the end of January 1993 was 4068.
The extra 100 shown on the Police Department chart, which indicates
4168, is not the correct figure because the extra 100 were no: authorised
by Cabinet until 22 March 1993.

Mr Court: And they were nor in the Budget.
Mr WIESE: Indeed. The actual authorised figure on 11I August 1994 is 4168,

which is an increase of 100 on the real authorised figure which existed
when we came to office in February 1993.

Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Some interjections, even from the right of the

Chair, are causing the Minister not to hear my directions for him to
resume his seat. That is intolerable. [ can understand the sensitivity of
this issue, but the Minister must be given a fair opportunity to be beard.
Nevertheless, we are close to halfway through question time and the
Minister should consider drawing his answer to a close.

Mr WIESE: I assure you, Mr Deputy Speaker, that I am getting close to the
conclusion of my answer.
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In addition to the matters which I have outlined, I also took a proposition
to Cabinet to appoint 70 civilians within the department. This proposition
was accepted by Cabinet, and the Government provided all die funding
and authorisation necessary for those civilians to be appointed. This year
I have proposed that 100 civilians be appointed to the department, the
direct result of which will be 100 extra police officers on the suets of this
stat by the end of this financial year.

LAND - RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS
359. Mr W. SMITHI to the Attorney General:

Some notice of this question has been given.
(1) Is the Attorney General aware of the distress felt by many people -

particularly in my electorate of Wannerco and other areas - who
comply with restrictive covenants on their land and building, yet
find that the developer and the local council are unwilling and
unable -

Mr Marlborough interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr W. SMITHI: - to enforce such covenants on other residents within the same

subdivision?
(2) What action does the Government propose to take to address these

problems?
Mrs EDWARDES replied:
(1)-(2) I thank the member for some notice of the question. This issue has arisen

in the northern suburbs over a number of years, particularly as a result of
the newly developed suburbs. It involves people who comply with
restrictive covenants, only to find that local councils and developers are
unable or unwilling to enforce covenants on other residents within the
same subdivision. This is a matter of major concern, for which the
member for Wannerco has consistently pursued a remedy. The issue has
been discussed with the Minister for Local Governent and his
department.

Mr Marlborough interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for Peel will come to order.
Mrs EDWARDES: I am pleased to advise the member for Wanneroo that the

Law Reform Commission has indicated that the restriction of covenants is
an appropriate issue for it to consider.

Mr Marlborough interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order the member for Peel.
Mrs EDWARDES: It is in the process of finalising a timetable and terms of

reference to enable me to refer the matter to the Law Reform
Commission -

Mr Marlborough interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for Peel will come to order.
Mrs EDWARDES: - to investigate how such covenants can be enforced.

POLICE - DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
Ayton, Us, Nomination

360. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Police:
Mr Deputy Speaker -
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Mr Cowan: Before you direct the question, tell us about the 1000 police officers
you promised, and the 230 you were short!

Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Interjections are always disorderly. I remind

the Deputy Premier that the member was trying to ask his question, but he
was unable to get out his firs: word.

Mr CATANIA: -

(1) Has the Minister again nominated Les Ayton for the vacant
position of Deputy Commissioner of Police after Cabinet
previously rejected Mr Ayton's appointment?

(2) Will the Minister confirm that the new Commissioner of Police
supports the nomination of Mr Ayxon?

(3) Is it true that the Minister for Mines has effectively vetoed the
appointment of Mr Ayron?

Mr WIESE replied:
(1)-(3) My response is that this whole issue is currently being progressed through

the proper course, and in due course I will make an announcement when
the matter has been finalised.

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION - LOSSES AS WRITE-
DOWNS

361. Mr BOARD to the Premier
Is the Premier aware of comments made by the Opposition referring to the
State Government Insurance Commission losses as write-downs, rather
than real losses?

Mr COURT replied:
The Opposition has said that half the SGIC losses referred to by the
Government relate to property write-downs. That has been repeated by
the Leader of the Opposition. The loss of $451m has nothing to do with
property losses or write-downs. The detail of that $451im, loss is as
follows: $358m in Bell Group shares and bonds, $70m in Rothwells,
$17m. in Spedleys, and $6m in Paragon Resources. No mention is made of
property write-downs.

Mr Taylor: Keep going.
Mr COURT: Tha is it- $45 1m.
Mr Taylor: Thank you very much, that is good.
Mr COURT: Why is the Leader of the Opposition saying that these losses are to

do with property write-downs?
Mr Taylor: You are cheating the public of Western Australia day after day.
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Point of Order
Mr K]ERATH: The Leader of the Opposition made a comment that was

definitely unparliamentary because he accused the Premier of cheating on
the public.

Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Dr Watson interjected.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for Kenwick is normally so well
behaved.
A paint of order has been taken. It does not hold water with me. Many
things are said in this place which upset members from time to time. I do
not believe that statement reflected on the Premier.

Questions without Notice Resumned
Mr COURT: The opposition spokesman said that half of the figures which

related to chose losses involved property write-downs. The Opposition
also stated that -

Official government reports show $278 million results from
writedowns on central business district properties - writedowns
experienced by all banks and insurance companies.

The Government is not talking about property write-downs. T'hat is right.
In addition to the $451m losses referred to, are the losses associated with
property write-downs, but which have not been incorporated in those
figures. Opposition members should not go running around quoting these
figures and saying the losses are due to property write-downs and that, if
property values go up, we will get that money back. It is totally
misleading. Does the Leader of the Opposition accept that?

Mr Taylor: We will show you what is misleading on this issue when I provide the
information that will show you and your Government to be exactly what I
have just called you.

Mr COURT: Is the Leader of the Opposition saying that the loss of $451m was
not made up of losses in Bell Group, Rothwells, Spedleys and Paragon
Resources?

Mr Taylor You are cheating them day after day.
Mr COURT: Before the Leader of the Opposition told the public that S278m

came from property write-downs, when none of it had anything to do with
property write-downs, he should have checked his facts.

WANNEROO CITY COUNCIL - URGENCY MOTION VOTE
362. Dr GALLOP to the Leader of the National Party:

(1) Was a motion put to the recent National Party conference to make it party
policy that an inquiry be held into the affairs of the Wanneroo City
Council?

(2) Is it tre that the motion was lost by only two votes?
(3) Is it the case that National Party Ministers did not vote against the motion?
Mr COWAN replied:
(1)-(3)

No. There was a vote taken on a motion to allow debate on an urgency
motion. A vote was taken, and that motion was defeated.

Dr Gallop: By how much was it defeated?
Mr COWAN: With all due respect, I was outside the building, talking to the real

opposition in Western Australia - the Press - and I did not get to hear what
the result was.
INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS - BREAKFAST, 10 AUGUST

363. Mr AINSWORTH to the Minister for Labour Relations:
Will the Minister provide the House with details of the industrial relations
breakfast which was to have been held on Wednesday, 10 August?
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Mr KIERATH replied:
A breakfast was organised for last Wednesday morning, and the topic of
that breakfast was how the federal industrial relations system is better for
business in Australia than the Western Australian industrial relations
system. I found that to be rather intriguing. The guest speaker was to be
none other than Laurie Breneton. I wandered what sort of business
organisation would invite Laurie Brereton to be the guest speaker, because
his legislation has imposed a lot of extra red tape and has not led to any
reform, and, to and behold, I found that the Secretary of the Australian
Business Forum had organised that breakfast. I looked through the
magazine of that forum - and it appears to be a front for the Australian
Labor Party because theme is no-one other than ALP people in it - and I
found that the secretary of this organisation is Clyde Bevan, a former
Labor Party candidate, I think, for Swan Hills. Thai forum, which claims
to have amailing list of 2500 people, had to cancel that breakfast- There
can be only two measons that that breakfast was cancelled. Firstly, Laurie
has worked out that his system is not better than ours but is actually
worse; but I guess it might be a bit naive of me to expect him to
acknowledge the truth. The only other reason is that no-one waffled to
rind out how the federal system is better than the state system; and I think
that is the true position. The federal Minister has realised that his reforms
are crumbling around his ear. They have discouraged employers from
employing people because they have imposed barriers and made it more
difficult to employ people. Laurie has realised that, but he still will not
own up to it.
At about the same time last week, the Claremont Football Club had Mark
"Mad Dogt' Jackson as its guest speaker. I heard on radio that it was
inundated with offers, so I think "Mad Dog" Jackson has far greater
pulling power than Laurie Breneton will ever have.

RADIO 6PR - SALE

364. Mr TAYLOR to the Premier
I refer to the impending sell-off of Radio 6PR and ask -
(1) Does the tender for the sale include a clause to the effect that the

highest tender need not necessarily be accepted?
(2) Does the tender include a clause providing for a premium on local

ownership?
(3) if not, does the Premier intend to review the tender to include such

a clause?
Mr COURT replied:

1I-3 am not responsible for handling the sale of Radio 6PR. That is being
handled by the State Supply Commission, and the process is a very proper
process. The Government has decided that it no longer needs to own that
radio station because arrangements have been made for the racing industry
to have full broadcast coverage throughout the state through another radio
system. In regard to those details, I am sure the Minister for -

Mr Taylor You are happy to take over the Police portfolio but you are not happy
to take over this one.

Mr COURT: I am sure the Minister for Services can answer that question.
SENTENCING LEGISLATION - PROPOSALS

365. MW DAY to the Attorney General:
in view of community concern about the length of prison sentences which
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are served by some convicted offenders as a proportion of the actual
sentence imposed -

(1) What are the rationale, criteria and methods used to determine the
amount of remission of prison sentences?

(2) Is any consideration being given by the Government to introducing
"tt in sentencing" legislation such as that introduced in New
South Wales?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:
(l)-(2) 1 am pleased to advise that the Government has already announced in

relation to its proposals for sentencing legislation which will come into
Parliament later this year, that it will abolish 10 per cent remission for all
sentences imposed by the court. That is, as soon as a sentence is handed
down by the court there is an administrative 10 per cent remission of
sentence, which will be abolished. The Government will not go down the
path of truth in sentencing legislation as in New South Wales; bowever, it
is this Government's firm commitment that the penalty fit the crime. We
will ensure that the courts can impose indefinite holding sentences. In the
case of murder, a sentence of not less than 15 years' imprisonment will be
imposed; and in the case of wilful murder the penalty will increase from
20) years to 30 years, so a prisoner will be considered for release after
serving between 20 and 30 years. The Government is also in the process
of ensuring a review of penalties for crimes against persons compared
with crimes against property. Many of those penalties were established
when property had more value than people. During the past 100 years
penalties have changed in various sections of the Criminal Code and a
comparative review is essential. The Government's law and order policy
will be implemented through the sentencing legislation, the victims of
crime Bill and the Young Offenders Bill.

MILK INDUSTRY - DEREGULATION
366. Mr GRiLL to the Minister for Primary Industry:

In the light of the Ministers's previous answer to the House that he
believes the proposed deregulation of the milk industry does not
contravene the Trade Practices Act, will the Minister advise -

(1) The basis for his belief?
(2) When the Government plans to terminate the existing licence

system for milk vendors?
(3) Whether all milk vendors will be offered fair and just

compensation before the proposals are implemented?
Mr HOUSE replied:
(l)-(3) This issue had its genesis five or six years ago when the member for Eyre,

who was then Minister for Agriculture, started down a path that resulted in
what we have now.

Mr Taylor It is not at all related to what happened in those days; you are in the
process of legalised theft.

Mr Grill: I would like an answer.
Mr HOUSE: If the member for Eyre will tell the Leader of the Opposition to be

quiet he will get an answer.
Mr Taylor: It will be a precedent for the National Party if we get an answer.
Mr HOUSE: If the Leader of the Opposition keeps quiet, I will answer the

member for Eyre. The amount of money set aside by the previous
Government to compensate milk vendors for taking away their exclusive
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rightt was about $SIm. When the coalition was elected to government an
independent review was conducted which a little more than doubled the
amount of money available. After further discussions with a number of
people, including members of the Milk Vendors' Association and this
Parliament, including members opposite, the Government has increased
the amount available to people who will exit the industry to $4.75m. In
addition, those people who take up contracts will have their contractal
time extended from one year to three years. In this context it is also
important to remember that the only regulated -re in this state is white
milk. We could have taken the opposite course, and done absolutely
nothing. In that case, ultimately the large companies would finish up
transporting their flavoured milk orange juice and other products -

.Several members interjcted.
Mr HOUSE: I am answering the question. Had we done nothing, all milk

vendors would go broke. We have taken positive action to avoid that
situation. I stand by the advice that I have received that this action does
not contravene the Trade Practices AcL.

Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Very shortly, I will formally call to order two

members!


